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PROMETHEUS

In a story told by the early Greek poet Hesiod, the Titan Prometheus creates the first human beings. He teaches
them skills, and decides to steal fire from heaven to help them.

1 0 IToounOevg Trtav 1v. 0odog 1V, KAL ETTOLNOE TOVG

2 TEWTOLVG AVORWTIOUS €€ VOATOC KL YNG. €meLta OE

3 €daev avTovg MOAAAG TEXVAS. AAAa Ol AvOQWTOL TO TTLE
4 oUTW elxoVv: ol yap Oeot povot éPpuAacoov To . O 0LV

5 IToounBOevg, drott EPihet Tovg avOewTOLS, é¢BovAgvoato To
6 TR A0 TwV OewVv KAepatL.

1 IToounOevg acc -ea dat -et, 0 Prometheus

1 Titaev, 6 Titan (the Titans were the generation of gods older than Zeus)
1 émomoe he made

2 TIOWTOG -T) OV first

2 VAW VOATOG, TO water

2 YN yne 1 earth

3 edwaev he taught

3 a0TOVG them

3 TIOAAQC many

3 TEXVN NG, 1) skill

3 TTVQ TTVEOG, TO fire
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4 OUTIW not yet

4 Hovot only, alone
5 EpLAeL he loved

5 ¢povAevoato (he) planned
6 kAo to steal

Prometheus succeeds in stealing fire and bringing it to earth, delighting mankind but angering Zeus, whose
power is not yet securely established.

7 émelL elg Tov ovpavov adketo, 0 ITpounOevg omeguata
8 TwvEog AaBoa EkAeev, év vapOnkL koupOevta. émerta de
9 TQOG TNV YNV €P1), KAL TO TTVE TOIS AVOQWTOLS €dwiceV. ol

10 pev avlpwmot vuv €xatpov, 6 de Zevg weytodn. 6 yao Zevg

11 Paoclevg Twv OewV VEWOTL £€YEVETO KAL DLOTL TNV €AVTOV

12 owunV épvAacoev, édilet ovte Tovg dvOQWTOLE OVTE TOV
13 IToounOea. ¢BovAevoato ovv tov ITpounBea koAaletv.

7 ovEAVOG -0V, O heaven

7 aPKeTo he arrived

7 OTIEQUATA, T seeds

8 AaBoa secretly

8 ExAeev (he) stole

in a fennel-stalk (a plant whose pith burns slowly, allowing fire to

8 eV vagbnit be carried)

8 koupOevta hidden
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9 dwKeVv he gave

10 £Xaov (they) were happy
10 woYLoon (he) was angry

11 PaoiAevg king

11 VEWOTL recently

11 €YEVETO (he) had become
11 £QVTOV his own

12 owun -Ng, N power

12 OUTE ... OUTE neither ... nor

In order to punish Prometheus, Zeus orders Hephaestus to create the beautiful woman Pandora, and gives her
a box for the man who marries her. Prometheus, suspecting a trick, sends Pandora to his brother.

14 0 Zevg éxeAevoe tov ‘Hpatotov yuvaika motetv €€ Hdatog
15 KALYNG. 1] YUVI] KaAn 1)V, kat ot Oeot dwoa maeaxov, wote
16 ITavdwoa €ékAnOT. TeAog de 6 Zevg kiotnv 1) Iavdwoa

17 £0wkeVv' “dweov Eotv” edn “tw yapovvtl” émerta de

18 eneppe v Iavdwoav tw ITgounOet. aAAa 6 ITpounOevg,

19 doAov VmomTELWY, €VOLG emepPeV AVTNV T ADEAD.

14 ‘Hpawotog -ov, 0 Hephaestus (god of fire and crafts)
14 TOLELV to make

15 TIXQETXOV (they) provided

15 WOTE with the result that
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16 ITarvdwoa -ag, 1) Pandora (literally every gift’)
16 ExAnOn she was called

16 TeA0g finally

16 KLOTN -NG, 1) box

17 ol he said

17 T YAMOUVTL for the man who marries her
19 doAog -ov, O trick

19 UTIOTITEVWV suspecting

19 evOug immediately

19 avTnv her

19 adeAdog -ov, O brother

His brother Epimetheus opens the box, releasing troubles for mankind. Zeus is even angrier because
Prometheus has escaped, and orders Hephaestus to fasten him to a rock in the Caucasus.

20 0 ovv adeAdog, 'ErtiunOevg ovopaty, evOLG avewée TNV

21 KloTnVv* €ENABOV voool Kat AvTia kol TavTor kaka & ol

22 avOowmot €Tt vuv maoxovowy. aAAa 0 ITpounBevg avtog

23 eEeduyev, wote O Zevg €Tt HAAAOV wEYLoOn. vuv ovv

24 éxeAevoe tov ‘Hopawotov metoa moooarttewy tov [oounOea
25 év 1 Kavkaow. ovtwg ovv ékoAaoOn 6 twv avOownwy

26 EVEQYETNG.
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"ErtipunOevg, 6
ovouaTtt
avewée
¢ENABov
VOOOG -0V, N
Avmn -ng,

TIAVTAX

€Tt

avTOg
egeduyev
HaAAOV

TIETOX -(XG, 1)

TIQOTATITELY

év 1w Kavkaow

oUTwWS
éxoAaoOn

EVEQYETNG, O

Epimetheus
by name
(he) opened
(they) came out
disease

grief

all

which

still

himself

(he) escaped
more

rock

to fasten

in the Caucasus (mountainous region near the Black Sea)

in this way
(he) was punished

benefactor
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DEUCALION

In a story told by the myth-collector Apollodorus and the Roman poet Ovid (and similar to the biblical story
of Noah), human beings have become wicked and Zeus decides to destroy them with a flood. Much rain falls,
and there are many casualties.

1 TIOWTOV HEV oL AvOpwToL dyaboL oavy, émetta de Kakot

2 £YEVoVTo. Tovg ya Oeovg ovte eoeBovto ovTe edpofouvTo.
3 6 oUV Zevg wYLoon kat N0eAe katakAvouw duadOelgety
4 TOLG AVOEWTIOUG. TTOALY VeToVv ETtepev. DOWQE TAVTAXOU
5 Nv. moAAotL avOowToL dmeBavov.

1 TIOWTOV at first

2 €YEVOVTO they became

2 OUTE ... OUTE neither ... nor

2 £ogPovto they worshipped

2 £popouvvto they feared

3 wQYLoon (he) was angry

3 KATAKAVOHOG -0V, O flood

3 oxpOepey to destroy

4 TIOAVV much

4 VETOC -0V, O rain

4 VOWQ, TO water

4 TIVTAX OV everywhere

5 TTOAAOL many

5 amebavov (they) died
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Zeus is unwilling to destroy the one good man, Deucalion, who is told by his father Prometheus to make a big
ship. Deucalion does this, and gets on board with his wife Pyrrha.

6 nv O¢ eig &vno ayabog, AsvkaAiwv ovouattl. 6 oLV Zevg OVK
7 NOeAe duadpOepey Tov AsvkaA WV PETA TWV AAAWV. O

8 AevkaAwwv viog v tov IpounOews. 6 de matno éxeAgvoe

9 oV AevKaAlwva peyaAnv vavy momoat. 0 ovv AevkaAlwyv
10 ¢mbeto. EémeLn) vaug €mom0n, 6 AevkaAlwy kaL 1) yovn,

11 ITvpoa ovopary, €ig TNV vavy épnoav. kat €kel TOAAARG

12 THEQAGS EUEVOV.

6 AvnE &vdoog, 6 man (as opposed to woman) t
6 AgvkaAlwv acc -wva, O Deucalion

6 ovouaTt by name

7 AAAOL -wV, oL others

8 IToounBevg gen -ewg, O Prometheus
8 matne, O father

9 VG acc vawy, 1 ship

9 Totn oot to make

10 émubeto (he) obeyed
10 £romnOm (it) was made
(N ITvooa Pyrrha

11 TOAA GG many

12 guevov they stayed
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When the rain finally stops, the ship is left on a mountain. After Deucalion and his wife have made
thank-offerings to the gods, a mysterious voice gives them some puzzling instructions.

13 €TteL O VETOG TEAOG ETAVOATO, 1) VALG €V 0QeL EAeLPO). O
14 ovv AgvkaAwwy kat 1) IMvgpa €€eBnoav. Toig Oeoic éOvoay,
15 OloTL €K KLvOLVOL EowOmnoav. émerta de pwvnv rKovoav:

16 “KaAvmtete Tag kKepaAag, kKat PaAdete Ta TG peYaAng

17 HNTEOC 00Tenx €l¢ TO OMoOev.” dAAAa O AevkaAlwv KAL)
18 YUV OUK €YVwoav Tl ol AOyOL ONUALVOVOLV.

13 TeAog finally

13 EMALOATO stopped

13 €V 0peL ona mountain

13 éAedpOn (it) was left

14 e€ePnoav (they) disembarked
15 éowbnoav they had been saved
15 dwvn ng, M voice

15 nkovoav they heard

16 KOAVTITETE cover ... !

16 kedpaAn -ng, N head

17 H1TNO UNTEOG, 1) mother

17 00TER, T bones

17 €lg To oToOev behind you
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18 gyvwoav (they) understood
18 Tl what
18 ONUALVOLOL (they) meant

Deucalion eventually realises the meaning of the instructions. By carrying them out, he and Pyrrha repopulate
the world.

19 1 ITvpoa vuv €dakpuev. teAog de 0 AevkaAlwv TNV aAndetav

20 noeev: “11yn” édn “uUNnE €0TL TAVTWV. T TNG YNNG 00TEX

21 ABot elowy. ot Beot keAgvovov fuag Atboug €ig To

22 oriioBev PaAdewv.” 6 ovv AevkaAwy kat 1) ITvgpa ékaAvpav
23 Tag kepadag kat Atboug eig to omoOev éBarov. kat ot
24 AtBoL 0Ug 6 AevkaAwv EBaAev dvdpeg EyevovTo: 0UG 1)
25 ITueoa, yuvaikes. oLTwWS 0LV oL AVOEWTOL HETA TOV

26 KatakAvopov avdic émomonoav.

19 £0aKQLEV (she) was crying

19 aAnfewx -ag, 1 truth

20 nooev (he) discovered

20 YN yne M earth

20 oy he said

20 TTAVTWV of all

21 AtBog -ov, O stone

21 Nuag us

22 gxaAuvpav (they) covered
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oU¢

oUTwWS
peTa + acc
avoig

émomOnoav
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which

in this way
after

again

(they) were made
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APOLLO AND DAPHNE

In a story told by the travel writer Pausanias and the Roman poet Ovid, the nymph Daphne avoids men and
marriage, preferring to hunt in the forest.

1 N Aadvn voudn nv. 0 g Aadvng ntatn, 6 Invelog,
2 TIOTAHOC NV KAt O TOL TOTAHOL Oe0g. TOAAOL veavial
3 €d1wKov TNV Aadvnv drott kaAn nv. 1) 0e Aadvr ovk 110eAe

4 vapeoOar n0eAe ya det év ) VAT Onoevey. AAAa toAAoL

5 veaviat kat Ogot év 1) VAN MoAAaKIg Njoav.
1 Aapvn ng, N Daphne

1 voudn -ng, M nymph (semi-divine nature spirit)
1 TILTIQ acC TTATEQ, O father

1 IInvetog, 6 Peneius

2 TTIOAAOL many

2 veavial, ot young men

4 yoperoOat to get married

4 VAN -G, 1) forest

4 Onoevewv to hunt

5 TOAAQKIS often

Apollo sees the boy-god Eros in the forest with a bow. Resenting a possible rival, the god of archery tells him
to throw it away, but Eros refuses.

6 éxet 6 'AmoAAwv mote eide tov 'Epwra. 6 pev 'Epwg toov

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 13
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7 elxev: 0 d0e "ATOAAwYV, 0 Tov Toéov Oeog, EkeAevoe TOV
8 "Eowta amoPaAAey to tofov. “éyw pev tootng etpl” édn
9 “kat 6 tov Tofov Oeog ov de 0VdeV el.” dAAAa 6 "Epwg ovk

10 NOeAe melBecOal.

6 "AToAAwV acc 'AmoAAwva, 6 Apollo

6 TOoTE once

6 eloe (he) saw

6 "Eowg acc 'Epwrtay, 6 Eros (god of love)
6 T0&0V -0V, TO bow

8 amoPaAAerv to throw away

8 t0£0TNG, O archer

8 oly he said

9 ovdEV nothing

10 melBeoBat to obey

Angered, and wanting to punish Apollo, Eros fires at him an arrow which creates love. The god immediately
sees and falls in love with Daphne. Eros fires at her a second arrow which destroys love.

11 0 'Eowg, dott vuv weyltoOn, n0eAe koAalewv Tov "ATOAAwvaL.

12 0 "Eowg dvo tofevpata elxev: TO HEV TTOWTOV EMOLEL, TO OE

13 devteQov dlePpOelpe TOV EQWTA. TwW D& MOWTW TOEEVATL

14 £BaAe tov 'AmoAAwva. 1) 0e Aadpvn Tuxn mEooePatvev, Kat o
15 Oeog éowta detvov evOLG emabev. émetta O 0 'EQwg tw

16 devtepw ToLevpartt EBade Tnv Aadvnv.

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 14
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11 wEYLo0n he was angry

12 ovo two

to&evpa dat Toevpartt

12 pl to&evpata, to arow

12 TIOWTOG -T] -OV first

12 ETOLEL (it) created

13 OtepOerpe (it) destroyed

13 0EVTEQOG -A -0V second

13 €0wg acc épwta, O love

14 TUXT) by chance

14 oo EPRALVEV (she) was approaching
15 evOug immediately

Daphne runs away but is chased by Apollo. She ignores his instruction to stop.

17 1 oOv Aadvn), €meL elde Tov Oeov, eDOLS EPuyev. KALO
18 'ATOAAWV €01wev TV Aadpvnv. 1] de VLT TarxEwg
19 €ToeXEV. 0 0LV Oeog ékeAevoe TNV VLUV TavoaoOal.

20 AAAa 1) Aadvn ovk 0eAe telBeoOat.

17 Epuyev (she) ran away

18 TAXEWS quickly

19 €TQEXEV (she) was running
19 ntavoaocBat to stop

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 15
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As they approach the river, Daphne gets tired and asks her river-god father to help. He puts her beyond harm
by changing her into a tree whose leaves Apollo continues to love.

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

22

22

23

23

24

24

25

25

25

26

26

27

0 'ATOAAWV KkaL 1) Aadvn TOOG TOV TTOTAUOV ETQEXOV. 1] eV

Aadpvn vuv éxapvev, 0 de 'ATOAAWV ETL TAXEWS EDUWKE TNV

voudnv. 1] de Aagdvn fjnoe tov atepa Fondetv. 0 oLV

IInvetog v Ouyatepa evOULGC eig devdEOV peTePaev. Kat

0 'AToAAwV €Tt PAeL TV dapvnv: ol Yoo oeBalovTeg €v

TaLg Tov Oeov £0QTALS OTEPAVOLG EXOVOLY €K TNG dadpvng

miomBevtac.

€TQEXOV
EKAUVEV

€Tt

ntnoe

BonOewv
Ouyatne acc Ouyatepa, 1)
petePBadev
dAeL

dadvn -ng, 1
oefBalovreg, ol
éogm MG, M
otepavog -ov, O

niomBevtag
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(they) were running
(she) was getting tired
still

(she) asked

to help

daughter

(he) changed

(he) loves

laurel

worshippers

festival

garland

made
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POLYCRATES AND THE RING

In a story told by the historian Herodotus, Polycrates is warned by his friend Amasis that the gods may resent
his power and prosperity: to avoid their anger, he should throw away his most valuable possession.

1 6 IToAvkpatng TLEAVVOG NV TNG LZAUOV. HEYAATV QXN

2 elxE, KAt TOALV XQLOOV. AAAx 6 "Apaoic, PrAog tov

3 TLEAVVOV, ETULOTOANV Emeppe “xaow Hev dLoTL AQXNV

4 KQL XQUOOV €xeLs. pofovuat de dlott ot Oeot pOovovoy

5 ELTIC AEL EVTUYEL KEAEVW O& ATOPAAAELY TO AElWwTATOV

6 KT 00T YoQ ATOTOEPELS TNV TwV Oewv 0pynv.”

1 IToAvkpatng acc -n, 6 Polycrates (ruled about 538-522 BC)

TUQAVVOG -0V, O
Lapog -ov, 1)
aexn MG, M
TIOALV

XoVLOOG -0V, O
‘Apaotg, 0
ETILOTOAN NG, 1)
XAXLOW
dopovuat

$OBovovorv

www.ocr.org.uk/classics

ruler

Samos (island off modern Turkey)
empire

much

gold

Amasis

letter

I am happy

| am afraid

(they) are jealous



ELTIC
eVTLYEL
amofPaiAewv
A&ELWTATOV
KTNUQA, TO
0VTWG
amoteeelg

0QYN -NG, 1
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if someone

(he) is fortunate
to throw away
most valuable
possession

in this way

you will avoid

anger

Having decided to throw away a gold ring, Polycrates sails far from land and throws it into the sea.

7 0 IToAvkpatng eixe dAKTUALOV XQUOOV. TO dAKTUALOV

8 allwtatov 1v. 0 IToAvkpatng ¢BovAevoato dnofaAAey to
9 dAKTLALOV, KAl OUTWG ATIOTEETIELY TNV TV Oewv 0QynVv.

10 EMAELOEV 0LV £KAG ATIO VNG KoL TO OAKTUALOV ELG TV

11 OaAaocoav éBalev.

7 OAKTUALOV -0V, TO rng

8 ¢BovAevoato (he) decided
9 ATIOTQETIELY to avoid

10 EmAevoev he sailed

10 EKAG far away

10 YN YNs 1 land

A few days later a fisherman catches a particularly fine fish and decides to present it to Polycrates instead of
taking it to market.

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 18
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12 peta oOAryag fpeoac ixOvg peyag kat kadog EANGO. O

13 AALEVG TVEYKE TOV LXOLV TTROC TNV TOL TLEAVVOU OIKLAV.
14 ETteL APLKETO, O AALEVG elTte “Dlott 6 ixOug peyag kat

15 KAAOG €0TLV, 0UK £€0eAw TEOG TNV &YooV PeQeLy. dwov
16 Yo €0ty dELoV TOoL TVLEAVVOL.”

12 peta + acc after

12 OALyag a few

12 txOug acc -vv, 0 fish

12 EAndOn (it) was caught

13 aALevg, O fisherman

14 APLKeTO he arrived

16 a&log -a -ov worthy

Polycrates is initially delighted with the gift. But when his slaves are cutting up the fish, they make a
remarkable discovery, which alarms him.

17 6 ovv IToAvkpatng éxawoe Kat édeEato To dwEov. EmeL de
18 ol Tov TVPAVVOL doVAOL dleTepvov Tov iXOLV, MOV &V )
19 YOOTOL TO DAKTLALOV. £PEQOV OVV TO DAKTUALOV TTOOG TOV
20 Tvoavvov. 0 de TToAvkpatng VUV 0VK EXaLREV: £€YVw YAQ TO
21 Twv Oewv €Qyov.
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When Amasis hears the news, he too is alarmed. Shortly afterwards, events show that these anxieties were well

exae(v)
ede&ato
OLETEUVOV
noveov

£V 1) YooTtoL

Eyvow

founded.
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23
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25

26

22

22

22

23

23

24

25

26

Emel 6 "APAOLS TTEQL TOV DAKTLALOL )KOVOEV, OUKeTLT|0EAE
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(he) was happy

(he) received

(they) were cutting up
they found

in its stomach

he recognised

GLAog elvat Tov TLEAVVOV. KAt 0V TTOAAW VoTEQOV

ot ITegoat éAafov TNV Zapov Kol ATEKTELVAV TOV

IToAvkoaTn. KoL 1) TOL TLEAVVOL HEYAAT] EVTLXLX OVTWS

éteAevtnOn.

TEQL + gen
nNkovoev

OVKETL

elvat

oV MOAAw VoTEQOV
ITepoat, ot

evTLY LA

éteAevtnOn
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about

(he) heard

no longer

to be

not much later
the Persians
good fortune

(it) was ended
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LEONIDAS AND THE 300 SPARTANS AT THERMOPYLAE

In a story told by the historian Herodotus, the Persians led by Xerxes are invading Greece in 480 BC. The other
Greeks at the mountain pass of Thermopylae prepare to retreat, but Leonidas with his 300 Spartans decides to
stay. Xerxes sends a spy to find out about the Spartans.

1 énet ot ITepoat mpooeBarvov, ot év OeopomvAaic ‘EAANveg

2 naQeokeLAlov aAvaxwEeLy. 0 0e Aewvidag, O TV

3 Aakedalpoviwyv PactAevg kal 0TEATN YOS, £BovAgvoaTto
4 HETA TWV TOLAKOOLWV €KEL HEVELV. O OVV Eeéng émeppe
5 KATAOKOTIOV WG TTEVOOLLEVOV TIOOOL €OV Ol

6 Aaxedatplovioy, Kat ti oovoty.

1 [Tegoat -wv, ot Persians

1 oo ERALVOV (they) were approaching

Thermopylae (place in central Greece approached by narrow

1 OeppomvAal -wv, atl .
mountain pass)

1 ol ¢v @epuomvAals 'EAAnveg  the Greeks in the Thermopylae

2 nageokevalov (they) were preparing
2 AVAXWOELV to retreat

2 Aewvidag, 6 Leonidas

3 Aakedapoviot -wv, ot Spartans

3 Pao\evg acc -eat, O king

3 ¢BovAevoato (he) decided

4 TOLAXKOOLOL -V, Ol 300

4 uevew to stay

4 Eepéng, 0 Xerxes

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 21




5 KATAOKOTIOG -0V, O
5 WS TTEVOOHUEVOV

5 TIOOOL ELOLV

6 T( TOLOLV
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spy

in order to find out
how many they were

what they were doing

When the spy reports the strange behaviour of the Spartans, Xerxes is perplexed.

7 0 KATAOKOTIOG €1d€ TOVG eV YUUValoeVoug, Tovg de TNV
8 KOUNV KTeVILOpEVOUG. O de EeQENg €meL TavTa Tor deLva

9 TKOLOEV, OVK €YV TOUS AaKEdALUOVIOUS OVTW

10 TAQAOKEVALOUEVOUS AVOQELWS paxeoOal. O ovV EeQng &v
11 AaToQx V.

7 elde (he) saw

7 TOUG HEV ... TOUG D& some ... others

7 yvpvalopevoug

8 KOH”N -G, 1

8 KTeVILOUEVOUS

8 TAUTA

9 NKOLOEV

9 Eyvw

9 oLTW

10 QA OKELALOHEVOUG

10 HoxeoBat
1 &v amopLx

www.ocr.org.uk/classics

exercising

hair

combing

these things

he heard

(he) realised that

in this way

were preparing themselves
to fight

in perplexity
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After waiting four days, Xerxes sends his troops to capture the pass, but despite fighting bravely they suffer
heavy casualties at the hands of the Spartans.

12 6 Eep&ng mEo ¢ eloPoANG TECORQAC THLEQAS EUEVEV.

13 émet 0e ol Aakedatpoviot ovk amnABov, émeppe v

14 £auTtov oToaTlay var AafBot v eloBoAnv. dAAa ot

15 AaKEdALUOVIOL AVOQELWS EUAXOVTO TNV eloBoANV

16 PvAaocoovteg, kat dmektetvav mToAAovg twv ITepowv. 6 ovv

17 Eeoéne et paAdov év amooua Nv.

12 QO + gen in front of

12 elofoAn ng, 1M mountain pass
12 guevev (he) stayed

13 amnABov (they) went away
14 £avtov his own

14 tva Aot in order to capture
15 EUaxovTo (they) fought

16 dvAacooovteg guarding

16 TTIOAAOVLG many

17 &L still

17 HaAAov more

A local man shows the Persians a path through the mountains (avoiding the pass). They approach by night.
When the Spartans realise what has happened, they are still determined to fight on.
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19

20

22

18

18

18

18

19

19

20

20

22
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) de DoTeQata AVOQEWTIOS TIC ETILXWOLOG EDELEE TOLG
[Tepoaic Ateamov dix TV 0wV &lg OgQUOTIVANG
depovoav. ot ovv [Tepoat T VukTOg TEOOERALVOV. ETeL Oe
ol Aakedatpoviot £yvwoav touvg Iepoag aducopevoug, €Tt

vuv 10eAov dlaktvduvevery.

T VOTEQAL on the next day

TIC a certain

ETILXWOLOG -0V local

edelée (he) showed

ATQATIOC -0V, 1) path

dLat TV OQWV through the mountains
degovoav leading

NG VUKTOG by night

&yvwoav (they) realised that
APUKOLEVOUG had arrived
dlakivdvvevewy to endure danger to the end

Leonidas is unselfishly keen to fight because of an oracle. He is killed along with almost all his men.

23

24

25

26

27

0 de Aewvidag avtog N0eAe paxeoOat dx pavtelov: 0 Yo
Oeog €dm dewv 1) TNV Lrtapnv aigednvay, 1) tov Paciiea
anofavetv. ol OUV TOLAKOOLOL AAKEIALUOVIOL €V TALG
OeQUOTLAALS EUEVOV KAL EUAXOVTO" OXEDOV TIAVTES EKEL

amebavov, kat 0 Aewvidag avToc.
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23

23

24

24

24

24

24

25

26

26

26

27

a0TOog

Ol HAVTELOV
edn

oew

LroaQt -ng, 1
aloeOnvat
amoBaverv
EUevVoV
oxedoV
TIOOVTEG

ameBavov
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himself

because of an oracle

(he) said that

it was necessary (for) + acc.

either ... or
Sparta

to be captured
to be killed
(they) stayed
almost

all

(they) were killed
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ALEXANDER AND THE GORDIAN KNOT

In a story told by the historian Arrian, Alexander the Great comes to the city of Gordium, named after Gordius,
a poor farmer who lived long ago and was the father of Midas.

1 0 "AAeEavdog elonABev eig tortov Tiva I'ogdlov

2 KXAOUHEVOV. O TOTIOG TO OVOUA €XEL ATIO AVOQWTIOL TwWV

3 ntadat 0 yag I'opdlog mevng nv. olklav HKQay €v totg

4 ayolg eixev. v de Tt I'ogdiw viog, Mdag kaAovuevog.

l "AAeEavdoog -ov, O Alexander (the Great, 356-323 BC)
T elonABe(v) (he) came into

1 TOTIOG -0V, O place

1 Two a certain

1 T'opdwov -ov, to Gordium (city in modern Turkey)
2 KOAOLUEVOG -T] -OV called

2 ovouq, To name

3 Ao long ago

3 T'opdiog -ov, 0 Gordius

3 TEEVNG, O poor man

4 Muwag, 6 Midas

Back in the time of Gordius, there is unrest in the city. The citizens receive a puzzling oracle, which they are
discussing when Midas brings his father’s produce to market.
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The citizens hail Midas as the saviour promised by the oracle. He becomes king, ends the city’s troubles, and

ENTRY LEVEL CLASSICAL GREEK LITERATURE SOURCES BOOKLET

€V 1) MOAEL TV OTAOIS HEYAAT). Kat ot moAttat éDavpaocav

ETIEL LAVTELOV ATIO TwV OewVv Nkovoav: “apaa d&et Oy

oWTNEA" PACIAEVG YEVIOETAL, KAL TAVOEL TA €V T1) TIOAEL

Kaka.” €TteL D€ Ol TOALTAL TTEQL TOV HAVTELOL EAEYOV, O

Muwag elonABev elg TV dyoQav: KAQTOV YOQ &ATO TWV

ayowv épepev v tn tov 'opdlov apal).

<

OTAOLG, N

TOALTAL, Ol

HAVTELOV -0V, TO
nkovoav

Apagoe, M

a&et

(VY

OWTINQ acc oWTNEA, O
Paolevg voc BactAev, O
yevnoetal

TeQL + gen

KQQTOG -0V, O

civil unrest
citizens
oracle

they heard
cart

(it) will bring
for you
saviour

king

he will become
about

produce

leaves his father’s cart in the temple as a thank-offering.

11

12

ot de moAtta elmov “w Eeve, w PaciAey, eig KALQOV

ntapeLl.” 6 ovv Mwag Baoidevg emomn 0. kKat EmeL emavoe
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13 TA €V T1) TIOAEL KAKQ, TNV Apa&av €V T eQw EALTTEV wg

14 XAQLOTNOLOV.

11 el KoV at the right time
12 TTXQeL you have come
12 gromnon (he) was made
13 WG as

14 XOQLOTNELOV -0V, TO thank-offering

Many generations later, the cart is still there. It is honoured for its age, its association with Midas, and an
intricate knot in the rope attaching its yoke.

15 KAL HETA TTOAAAG YEVEXS 1) AHaEX ETL €V Tw LeQW NV, KAl
16 TIUNV HEYAANV ELXEV. TIOWTOV UEV YO TAAXLX 1)V, KAL €V
17 avtn 6 Mag elonABev wg Pacidevg: émerta de év Tw Tov
18 Cuyov deopw NV AU DELVOV Kol TOAVTIAOKOV, WOTE

19 oVdELC €DLVATO AVELV.

15 peTa + acc after

15 TTIOAAQC many

15 YEVEQ -aG, 1) generation

15 €Tt still

16 T -ng, 1 honour

16 TIQWTOV UEV first of all

16 TTAAKLOG - -0V old
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17 avT) it

18 Cvuyov -ov, T0 yoke

18 deopog -0v, O fastening

18 Appa, To knot

18 TOAVTIAOKOG -0V intricate

18 woTte with the result that
19 ovdelg no-one

19 £duvaTo (he) was able

A story circulating in the city prophesies a great future for anyone who can unfasten the knot. Alexander
responds to the challenge with a drastic solution.

20 KAL AOYOG TIG €V 1) ToAeL 1)V “O0TIC AvoEL TO AUpQ,
21 Paoclevg g "Aotag yevnoetalr” 6 ovv 'AAeEavdog, Emel
22 TOV AOYOV 1|KOLOEY, €IG TO LeQov elonADev. TNV de apalav
23 KQLTO XA EWDeV. ETTELTa O Haxaloay EAaPeV kot

24 dtexoe To appa dTtatn 1V, AAA peyaAomoenng.

20 TIG a certain
20 00TIC whoever
21 ‘Ao -ag, M Asia

22 nNKkovoev he heard
23 eldev he saw
23 Hoxaa -ag, 1 sword
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24 otexoe he cut through
24 amnoatn -1g, 1 cheating
24 pneyaAomoenng magnificent

www.ocr.org.uk/classics 30




ENTRY LEVEL CLASSICAL GREEK LITERATURE SOURCES BOOKLET

SUGGESTED QUESTIONS

The following are suggestions of the sorts of questions and topic areas that could be explored in relation to
the topics in this booklet. Teachers are however free to set any tasks in line with the specification.

1 PROMETHEUS

To what extent do you admire and sympathise with Prometheus in this story?
(400 words)

Myths often explain how features of life and the world originated. In what ways does this story do so?
(200 words)

2 DEUCALION

How important is the interaction of gods and human beings in this story?
(400 words)

How similar is this story to other flood stories from around the world?
(200 words)

3 APOLLO AND DAPHNE

How are the gods portrayed in this story?
(400 words)

How would you describe the atmosphere of the story?
(200 words)

4 POLYCRATES AND THE RING

How does Herodotus make this a dramatic and exciting story?
(400 words)

Does the story suggest that Amasis was right about the gods?
(200 words)
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5 LEONIDAS AND THE 300 SPARTANS AT THERMOPYLAE

How are Leonidas and his 300 Spartans shown in this story as heroic despite their defeat?
(400 words)

How does the geography of Thermopylae contribute to the excitement of the story?
(200 words)

6 ALEXANDER AND THE GORDIAN KNOT

How is the character of Alexander portrayed in this story?
(400 words)

Why do you think Arrian tells the history of the cart in so much detail?
(200 words)
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