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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 1
Role Play A: Anglesey Abbey

The candidate copes well with his opening questions, manipulating the prompts on the candidate sheet: ¿Qué puedes decirme sobre 
tu familia?, ¿Y conoces bien esta región?, and launches confidently into the material: Tengo un folleto aquí... hay mucho que hacer para 
todo el mundo...

Grid A. Use of stimulus

He works his way through the stimulus material and gives clear information about the house and its contents (se puede ver objetos 
espléndidos dentro de la casa y hay una gran colección de relojes) and identifies the gardens (son unos de los más bonitos en Inglaterra) 
and some of their attributes. He loses his footing when asked about when to go, but recovers this in response to the more specific  
¿está abierto cuándo?, and mentions going to the visitors’ centre “para ver lo que está disponible cada día”. He is forthcoming about 
the various activities, including the “vías secretas” and watching the wildlife from the tree house. Reference is made to the shop 
“donde se puede comprar muchas cosas sobre Anglesey Abbey” and also to the mill – misgendered as la molina – which was restaurada 
completamente  y que opera bien, but gets round not knowing “flour” by referring to ingredientes para cocinar en casa. When 
challenged that a visit could be expensive, he counters with “hay una manera de ahorrar dinero por comprar una entrada de familia” 
and that since the site is nearby they can cycle there to gain a further reduction.

The candidate makes good use of the stimulus material overall and mentions nearly all the content points reasonably effectively.  

Mark 14/15

Grid B. Response to examiner

The candidate replies reasonably promptly to the examiner’s questions and his replies are quite well extended. He links the visit 
and the activities offered to the needs and interests of the family – part of the tarea is to “convencerle de que vale la pena hacer la 
visita” - and there is an element of persuasion. The extension questions on organising the day and the benefits of cycling are well 
developed.  There are some hesitations and although the candidate never really manages to lead the conversation, he replies fully; 
a kind of dialogue is established and he keeps the momentum going. The candidate shows some imagination and gives some well 
developed answers. 

Mark 8/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

Quality of language is good overall. There are some slips or gaps in vocabulary and syntax (barate for barato, lente for lento,  molina 
for molino, es abierto, reducción for descuento) but accuracy is generally sound and the candidate’s vocabulary is fairly extended 
(conseguir, disponible, etc.) and he has a good range of linking expressions and the ability to use tenses such as the conditional. He 
also manages to think his way around obstacles linguistically.  In summary, the language is generally accurate, with a reasonable 
grasp of higher-level structures or complex sentences, but with some inconsistency. 

Mark 4/5

Total for Role Play 26/30
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 1
Topic Discussion: El éxito del deporte en España

The candidate takes as his topic El éxito del deporte en España, with particular emphasis on football and tennis – a perennial favourite! 

Grid D. Ideas, opinions and relevance

He starts by giving his reasons for choosing the topic and gives a brief historical summary to place present-day sport in context. 
Fortunately, the candidate goes beyond merely listing and describing the various sports in general terms and attempts an 
appropriate analysis of the activities, their growing importance in the country and the inspiration and influence of certain events and 
of the key players. Other aspects addressed are recent developments in sport, the growing interest and participation of women and 
the successes of Spain in the international sporting arena.

The candidate is forthcoming in giving factual information and is effective in stating a point of view. He is able to justify a point, both 
by exemplification and by explaining the idea more fully.

He avoids lengthy and irrelevant elements such as rules, mere biography and lists of successes and concentrates on the underlying 
ideas and impact of the various sports.

The candidate is clearly able to develop and explain ideas with justification. He offers relevant and well-argued information across a 
wide area. 

Mark 8/10

Grid E1. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The topic comes across as a real conversation between the examiner and an informed and informative candidate. The examiner 
does enough to encourage the candidate to develop his ideas and information without the exercising becoming just a question-
and-answer routine. Once given the cue, the candidate responds readily and takes the initiative with little hesitation, other than 
occasional pauses for thought. The conversation extends naturally and ideas and issues are incorporated as the topic develops. There 
is little impression of a scripted dialogue and the candidate is able to maintain and increase the momentum with a spontaneous 
performance overall. 

Mark 8/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

Quality of language is again good. There are some slips, but the candidate has an adequate range of vocabulary and accuracy is 
generally sound. The range of structure is not particularly extended, but the candidate avoids ambiguity and can deal with concrete 
and abstract issues. 

Mark 4/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

The candidate’s pronunciation is generally good, with some nice sounds and with acceptable intonation and phrasing. Effective 
communication is not a problem here. 

Mark 4/5

Total for Topic 24/30

Total 50/60
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 2
Role Play D: BBC iPlayer

The candidate asks her opening questions a little tentatively but with some manipulation: ¿Qué problema tiene(n)?, ¿Qué conoces de la 
tecnología?  

Grid A. Use of stimulus

She covers many of the content points quite well, but there are some gaps in the information she offers and the approach is one of 
summary rather than informing the examiner in role and stressing the advantages. The candidate tends to translate the stimulus sheet 
in places rather than trying to explain the basic notion, and this at times gets her into linguistic difficulties. She deals with the essential 
free service offered by the iPlayer and that you must download something but does not fully or clearly explain the devices you can use 
and the availability or otherwise of programmes. Some reference is made to the website and how to get answers to questions. 

Mark 12/15

Grid B. Response to examiner

The candidate always offers a reply to the questions, but she relies on the examiner to establish the momentum: the exercise 
never really takes off as a role play, since the candidate replies just enough to give the essential information but no more. There is 
little attempt to persuade or reassure the examiner in the client role. She does, however handle the extension questions about her 
favourite types of programme and her most important electronic device quite well: she has used her preparation time wisely and 
produced good answers.

In this section the candidate responds fairly readily and produces some appropriate replies but with a degree of inconsistency and 
lack of development. A little more initiative and imagination to say how using the iPlayer would meet the needs of the examiner 
would have helped to develop the role-play. 

Mark 6/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language varies considerably. The candidate has a reasonable range of vocabulary and phrases, but she is prone to 
several slips of basic accuracy, including genders/agreements (el programo, programa favorita, las temas, al internet), verb endings and 
constructions (discutar, te puedes, cuando te quieres; confusion with ser/estar). There are also some wrong choices (recordar for “record”, 
en derecho, el aparto for el aparato, u for o). She is aware of the need for a subjunctive, but chooses the wrong verb or ending: Es 
importante que haga (for tenga (?)) mi móvil todo el tiempo; es bueno que te ofreza. 

Overall, the candidate shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage, with generally accurate use of simple sentences, 
but with unexpected errors in some quite basic areas. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Role Play 21/30 
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 2
Topic Discussion: Flamenco

For her topic, the candidate decides to talk about flamenco. She begins by outlining some of the essential features of flamenco, but 
the examiner wisely moves her on from the danger of mere description by inviting the candidate to give some opinions and take a 
more personal approach. 

Grid D. Ideas, opinions and relevance

There are several times where the candidate is encouraged to give an opinion (¿Qué piensas...?, ¿Qué crees...?), with variable success. 
However the candidate is able to link opinion and fact on a number of occasions. The origins of and influences on flamenco are 
covered quite well and the examiner is careful to ask for clarification or explanation when required (¿Qué es el engaño...?, etc.) and 
to give the candidate opportunities to develop a point or an opinion. Some discussion takes place about some key figures and the 
possible future for flamenco. 

The candidate is reasonably forthcoming about some of the factual aspects of flamenco and is able to offer some opinions, but 
of variable sophistication. One shortcoming of the approach to her topic is that it treats flamenco somewhat as a phenomenon 
in isolation, without fully relating it to one of the essential topic areas of the Specification; it would have been advisable to link the 
topic more closely to the position of flamenco and its relevance to Spanish life and the arts as part of leisure time today, with greater 
scope for the development of ideas and for a more considered context for opinions.

Overall, the candidate is able to explain ideas and express points of view, with some development and justification and relevant 
information. 

Mark 7/10

Grid E1. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The candidate responds quite well to many of the examiner’s questions. A reasonable dialogue is established between candidate 
and examiner and momentum is maintained throughout most of the discussion. The candidate had evidently prepared her topic 
carefully and has sufficient information to extend her replies at a factual level. She was able to communicate her interest in the topic. 
There is some hesitation when dealing with ideas and justifying points of view and there is not always sufficient depth. Nevertheless, 
the candidate generally rises to the occasion. She does not rely just on pre-learnt material to maintain fluency and she is usually 
spontaneous. 

Mark 7/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

Quality of language is generally good. Although there are no real examples of consistent higher-level structures and there are a few 
minor slips, the accuracy is generally sound. The candidate has a useful range of vocabulary and copes with some ability in more 
abstract registers. 

Mark 4/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

The candidate’s pronunciation and intonation is very good. There are some nice sounds, including Spanish consonants, with little 
interference from English. Intonation is sometimes affected by hesitation and there are occasional minor errors or mis-stressing 
(signífica), but overall she sounds authentic most of the time, speaks clearly and communicates effectively.  

Mark 5/5

Total for Topic 23/30

Total 44/60



EXEMPLAR SPEAKING RESPONSES WITH COMMENTARIES (UNIT F721)

7

A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 3
Role Play A: Anglesey Abbey

This role play requires the candidate to recommend a suitable place for a family outing. In this section, the candidate covers the 
main points of the stimulus material quite well and is reasonably forthcoming in his replies. Language is a little uneven: it is generally 
fit for purpose but with some notable slips.

Grid A. Use of stimulus

The candidate handles his opening questions with some manipulation, albeit with some  linguistic inaccuracies (¿Puede háblame de 
su familia?  Y la familia, ¿tienen mucha experiencia de Cambridge?).

He covers essential information in the stimulus but with a tendency to translate the content literally. He tells the examiner what 
Anglesey Abbey is (es la casa muy bonita de Lord Fairhaven), and says, correctly, está muy cerca de (not in) Cambridge. To indicate the 
appeal of the place, he affirms, hay mucho por todo... es por todo el año, ambos en la casa y en los jardines, and gives an overview of the 
gardens and “el pasaje”. In reply to what one can do, he mentions ambiguously “se puede disfrutar nuestra (?) de explorando que tiene 
camino secretos”; he deals quite well with the additional attractions of the restaurant, shop and garden centre. Overall, the candidate 
makes quite good use of the stimulus, covering successfully around two thirds of the points. 

Mark 10/15

Grid B. Response to examiner

Interaction between the candidate and the examiner is encouraging, though the role play lacks development: it remains essentially 
a series of questions and answers. Some of the replies are only partly informative, but the examiner is supportive and offers some 
prompting or rephrasing when appropriate. The candidate remains reliant on the examiner to maintain momentum, but is usually 
able to offer something relevant by way of reply. Although he is slightly hesitant, he copes adequately with the extension questions, 
using conditionals in the first reply (Si fuera tú, visitaría...) and giving a well-balanced answer to the advantages and disadvantages of 
cycling. In summary, the candidate responds satisfactorily and produces some appropriate replies. He shows occasional initiative in 
developing answers but his performance is inconsistent. 

Mark 6/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language is acceptable to convey the message. There are some important lapses, for example inconsistency over use 
of tú and usted, and a somewhat marked tendency to translate literally from the English text, occasionally inventing words or phrases 
(dangeroso). There are also some agreement, gender and verb errors (un edificio que se construyeron en..., la comida se hacen, comida 
muy bien, un tienda). As credit, he manages a subjunctive (te aconsejo que compre...) but offsets this by confusing second/third person. 
Overall, the candidate shows fair understanding of grammatical usage, but the performance is again inconsistent. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Role Play 19/30 
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 3
Topic Discussion: El deporte en España 

The candidate’s interest in his chosen topic, El deporte en España, is evident. He has prepared the topic well and manages to combine 
factual information with the necessary evaluation and development of ideas. 

Grid D. Ideas, opinions and relevance

The initial focus is on football, which reflects the candidates own stated preference at the start of the discussion. He indicates the 
importance the sport has in Spain, and in reply to the examiner’s question why this should be so offers a reasonable if sweeping 
evaluation: Yo pienso que es porque es un deporte competitivo, y los españoles son competitivos. He outlines the appeal among children 
of playing football and that scouts from teams are frequently on the lookout for new talent. When pressed on this, the candidate 
offers a specific example and also talks about the training schemes to bring on professional players. He mentions salaries and offers 
his opinion on whether such sums are justified. Less savoury aspects, as that of racism in sport is addressed. The candidate goes on 
to deal with some of the other more traditional activities, such as pelota vasca, la corrida, and other regional sports and competitions.

Throughout the topic, the candidate has taken care to have a point of view, albeit not necessarily particularly sophisticated, on the 
matters under discussion and attempts a meaningful personal response to the elements. Although the focus is a little scattered and 
random, the candidate is able to develop and explain ideas and to express points of view, offering relevant information.

Mark 8/10

Grid E1. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The candidate performs quite well though some of the replies are a little hesitant. He is usually ready with supporting information. 
He does have some success in stating and justifying an opinion, but he is hesitant when the examiner suggests an opposing view 
and cannot always rise to the challenge. Nevertheless, the impression is gained of there being a genuine conversation between 
examiner and candidate and, although the candidate will obviously have thought about issues arising, the exchange seems 
spontaneous and largely unscripted. 

Mark 6/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language is acceptable. The candidate is able to convey facts and opinions but the range is rather limited and lacking 
in higher-level structures. There are some inaccuracies in syntax (un acción muy racismo), verbs and agreements but overall the 
candidate again shows evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage. 

Mark 3/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Pronunciation and intonation are acceptable, though the intonation and authenticity of phrasing are affected by the hesitant 
delivery. Communication is maintained, however. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Topic 20/30

Total 39/60
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 4
Role Play C: Health Services

Grid A. Use of stimulus

The candidate asks his opening questions satisfactorily. There is minimal manipulation in the first (¿Qué es su nacionalidad?) but 
better in the second (¿Cuánto tiempo aloja en Inglaterra?). When he comes to conveying the information in the stimulus material, he 
is rather uneven in performance. Some of the points are ambiguous and incomplete or need a degree of detective work on the part 
of the examiner to unravel the information, partly because of some insecurity of language. Slowness of response in the early stages 
means that there is insufficient time to cover some of the content points in adequate detail, which has a negative impact on the 
candidate’s score as he has struggled to convey successfully half of the relevant material. 

Mark 6/15

Grid B. Response to examiner

Response to examiner is again somewhat mixed. Supportive examining encourages the candidate to offer clarification and gives 
him the opportunity to make points that might otherwise be overlooked. There is very occasionally some reasonable interaction 
between candidate and examiner, but the exercise remains very much as a question-and-answer routine and the role play does not 
develop.  For the most part the candidate relies heavily on the examiner to give some momentum to the conversation and also to 
help him gain some credit for content. In contrast, however, the extension questions are handled quite well. 

The overall impression is that the responses are hesitant and lack extension. They are generally brief and the candidate rarely goes 
beyond the minimum required, with little initiative or imagination. 

Mark 4/5

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language swings between weak and adequate for the purpose. At times the candidate invents vocabulary (insurancia, 
horas de ofrecia) or is uncertain of the correct Spanish form (monstrar; libre for gratuito, permiso de conduzco, etc.). There are certainly 
some errors in verb forms (son aperto, ) and syntax (cada país tiene una sistema muy diferencia) and there is inconsistency over the 
use of tú and usted.  On the other hand, there are also flashes of competence in higher-level structure (es importante que comamos...) 
and the language becomes slightly more confident and controlled towards the end of the role play and when dealing with the 
extension questions, just enough to place him on the borderline for the middle band. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Role Play 13/30 
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 4
Topic Discussion: El sistema educativo de España

The candidate chooses el sistema educativo de España for his topic. He has prepared his information quite well and evidently is 
interested in the topic having declared that he had lived in France where the system is similar.

He is reasonably confident in essential knowledge when giving factual information about the topic, though there is a tendency 
to generalise rather than giving specific data or examples. He deals quite well with certain aspects of the curriculum and the 
importance given to these, as well as some historical information regarding changes and the reasons behind these.

Grid D. Ideas, opinions and relevance

Somewhat surprisingly, there are few opinions offered and he is not often challenged to give a point of view or justify this.  What 
perhaps is most lacking in the topic is a degree of personal involvement and stance with regards to the facts that the candidate 
gives. There was little evaluation of the effectiveness or otherwise of the system or of any ideas of its shortcomings or opportunities 
for improvement. The Spanish student as consumer was largely absent. Overall, development of ideas and opinions was somewhat 
disappointing, given the essential information offered; there was some ability to convey information and explain the situation, but 
the ideas and opinions remained untapped.

Mark 6/10

Grid E1. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The candidate is generally ready to give a reply to the examiner’s questions, but relies on the examiner to set the agenda and rarely 
takes the initiative to develop a discussion, though there are some instances of good but brief interaction. The early stages of the topic 
tended to be something of a series of mini-presentations but the examiner does however allow the candidate to make his desired 
points. The examiner follows up the candidate’s responses and by supportive questioning does give him the opportunity to give extra 
information and extend his answers. On the credit side, the candidate’s responses rarely sounded over-rehearsed or over-prepared.

Overall, the candidate responded reasonably promptly; there was some hesitation when dealing with unexpected elements, 
including the offering of opinions, but was adequately fluent and with a reasonable degree of spontaneity. 

Mark 5/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

Quality of language was generally adequate and fit for purpose. There were no real examples of consistent higher-level structures, 
but the candidate could offer some complex sentences. As might be expected for a prepared topic, vocabulary was usually 
confident, with some lapses (school, for example). There were many inaccuracies in some basic areas – genders, agreements, etc. 
and some essential syntax, often involving problems with verbs (no quieren van a la escuela; no pueden viven). Overall, the candidate 
showed evidence of fair understanding of grammatical usage, with some correct use of complex sentence structures, but with 
inconsistency. The mark awarded was 3.

Mark 3/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Pronunciation and intonation were acceptable. There were some interferences – perhaps from French? (entre) and there was some 
anglicisation of vowels. Communication, however, was not generally impeded. 

Mark 3/5

Total for Topic 17/30

Total 30/60
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 5
Role Play B: Mundialstudy

The candidate makes a valiant attempt and is helped by sympathetic examining. She is, however, heavily dependent on the 
examiner to maintain the pace of the exchange, which seldom goes beyond simple question and answer.

The candidate attempts the opening questions but with limited/faulty manipulation of structures. She confuses verb endings in 
both: ¿Qué quiero hacer?, and ¿Cuánto tiempo disponi para estudiar?

Grid A. Use of stimulus

The candidate manages to convey some essential information but lack of linguistic competence leads to some ambiguity and 
requires the examiner to use some skill to decode the replies. Occasionally, closed questions are needed to clarify points. The 
candidate manages to convey the ideas that Mundialstudy offers a different type of learning opportunity, that it is affordable and 
“easy” to use. She eventually covers aspects of Mundialstudy’s experience and reputation by referring to the number of people it 
has helped and the length of time it has been in operation. She goes some way to describe the help and information available, and 
refers to the discount available. Towards the end of the role play the examiner invites the candidate to clarify information about 
courses and qualifications and to provide extra details about the website, at which point the candidate mentions a social network. 
Overall, the candidate manages to convey about half of the content points.  

Mark 7/15

Grid B. Response to examiner

The response to the examiner is marked by hesitation and brief, incomplete sentences. The candidate nearly always attempts a reply 
and makes an effort to react to the examiner’s prompts. Nevertheless, the examiner has to work hard to encourage the candidate to 
extend the replies and to clarify the information. Some repetition is needed.

In the extension questions, when the candidate replies that she has had no experience of learning something new, she is asked 
whether she would like to do this and what she would like to learn, to which the candidate replies hesitantly. The candidate is a little 
more forthcoming in the second extension question. Overall, the candidate is hesitant in responding (the timing for this section was 
extended), her replies are brief and sometimes inadequate, with little initiative or imagination. 

Mark 4/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language is weak. There are significant gaps in some basic areas, including numbers and dates (cienta cincuenta, 
diecicinco, diez millones personas, diez nueve cincuenta y cuatro), agreements and genders (un gama largo, mucha dinero, muchas 
trabajos), verb endings (quiero for quiere(s), un colegio que abierto), structure (es muy interesante de estudiar de algo de nuevo) and 
essential vocabulary (la centura (?), cuestionas, demasadio). Lack of linguistic tools led to ambiguity in replies and there was only 
sporadic evidence of correct use of simple sentence structures. 

Mark 2/5

Total for Role Play 13/30 
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A LEVEL SPANISH

CANDIDATE 5
Topic Discussion: La Costa del Sol

The candidate’s topic is in La Costa del Sol. She is obviously interested in the area and had spent some time in preparation of the 
topic and follows the headings on the the topic form. The approach, however, was generally descriptive, largely anecdotal, and rarely 
went beyond that required for GCSE.

She starts with a brief outline of the origins of the area as a tourist centre and describes in basic terms some of the attractions 
(muchos bares y restaurantes, playas, etc.). She also describes some typical foods the region offers. There is slightly more relevant 
substance when the candidate moves to the economy and the agricultural importance of the region, together with the 
environmental considerations of tourism. There was little or no consideration of the changing nature of tourism in the area.

Grid D. Ideas, opinions and relevance

There is little opportunity for the development of ideas. The information is somewhat vague, with considerable reliance on 
expressions such as muy or mucho. There are occasional nods to the requirement to give opinions, but these are again at a basic level 
(A mi modo de ver, las tiendas son demasiado caras; Sí, de mi punto de vista es un dieta sana). 

Overall, the candidate shows a limited ability to develop or explain ideas and to express opinions– those that are included being rather 
basic. Factual information lacks hard evidence, is only loosely quantified or exemplified and is often repetitive and sometimes irrelevant. 

Mark 4/10

Grid E1. Fluency, spontaneity, responsiveness

The candidate depends quite heavily on pre-learned material but she is helped once again by supportive and sympathetic 
examining. She responds reasonably readily to trigger questions on the topic form but the examiner has to encourage her to extend 
or amplify a point. Short general, factual points are given fairly readily in response but there is marked limitation and hesitation when 
areas such as opinions and justifications are sought. Responses are generally somewhat limited and fluency is noticeably lacking 
when she is required to deal with the unexpected or is away from prepared material. 

Mark 4/10

Grid C1. Quality of language

The quality of language is variable but is characterised by errors in basic areas (soy interesa en, es cerca Marbella, un dieta, la turistas 
causa, muchas restaurantes, la comida es delicioso), including verbs and endings (serve, convertió) and shaky syntax (no hay muchas 
espacios verdes y no así en mi opinión tan bonita).

Overall, there is evidence of gaps in basic grammar, with frequent errors of an elementary kind, but with some correct use of simple 
sentence structures. 

Mark 2/5

Grid G. Pronunciation, intonation

Pronunciation and intonation are quite strongly influenced by the candidate’s first language. Partly because of the pre-learned 
nature of some of the material, there are some mis-stressings (aumentán) and examples of words pronounced like their English 
equivalents (favorito, especialmente, zona, ingredientes, (agri)cultura, Gibraltar, razón, etc.) and some general mispronunciations (pleya 
for playa, baille for baile, ahora with aspirate h). Although intelligible, the candidate does have problems with a number of sounds and 
is influenced by English. 

Mark 2/5

Total for Topic 12/30

Total 25/60
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