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GCSE Environmental and Land-Based Science
How Heavy?

Investigate the weight and health of animals
In this activity you will find the mass of a small animal. You will need to know, before you start, the correct way to pick up the animal you have chosen to weigh.    

Before weighing the animal make sure that you have planned carefully what you will need to do, you have all the equipment you will need, and that you are wearing the correct protective clothing. If you are working with another student make sure you both know who is doing what.

The method given below uses a soft bag as the container. However, you may need to use another container such as a bucket depending on the size of the animal you are weighing.
Method
1. Calibrate the balance using the masses provided. Once you have checked that the balance is accurate you will need to think about how you take into account the mass of the container in which you are placing your animal.

2. You can practice your method using the known mass before you try to weigh the live animal.

3. Construct a record sheet ready for your results. If you have more than one animal to weigh you will need to have a way of identifying which animal is which on your results sheet.

4. Using the correct technique carefully pick up your chosen animal and place it into the bag, closing the draw string at the top of the bag. It is better to put the bag over the animal rather than to drop or push the animal into the bag.

5. Hang the bag and animal on the spring balance.

6. Make a note of the mass of the animal on your record sheet. Carefully return the animal to its pen.

Once you have tidied away all your equipment and washed your hands, answer the following questions.
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How did you make sure the mass of the bag did not affect your results?


2. Suggest one possible risk to you when carrying out this investigation.

3. How could you reduce this risk?


4. Suggest one possible risk to your animal while carrying out this investigation?


5. How could you reduce this risk?


6. If you collected data for the changes in mass of your animal over a period of time, construct a graph on the graph paper provided to display the data you have collected.  

7. Suggest a possible reason why keepers of animals might want to regularly weigh their animals.


8. If you were to repeat this activity, suggest some improvements that you would make to the method.





































































