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A LEVEL HISTORY A CANDIDATE STYLE ANSWERS 

INTRODUCTION
OCR  has produced these candidate style answers to support teachers in interpreting the assessment criteria for the new GCE 
History A specification and to bridge the gap between new specification release and availability of exemplar candidate work. 

This content has been produced by senior OCR examiners, with the support of the Subject Specialist, to illustrate how the sample 
assessment questions might be answered and provide some commentary on what factors contribute to an overall grading. The 
candidate style answers are not written in a way that is intended to replicate student work but to demonstrate what a ‘good’ or 
‘excellent’ response might include, supported by examiner commentary and conclusions.

As these responses have not been through full moderation and do not replicate student work, they have not been graded and are 
instead, banded to give an indication of the level of each response. 

Please note that this resource is provided for advice and guidance only and does not in any way constitute an indication of grade 
boundaries or endorsed answers. 
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IN-DEPTH STUDY PILGRIMAGE OF GRACE

Evaluate the views in both the passages and explain which you think is more convincing in explaining 
the reasons for the Pilgrimage of Grace. 

Response 1 - ‘Excellent’ - Examiner Commentary
This first answer would be awarded full marks and it is possible to envisage an answer of slightly less quality also gaining full marks. 
It evaluates both passages very fully, applying detailed own knowledge to judge the validity of the views in the two passages and 
reaches a clear and developed judgement. However, it should be noted that the detail in the answer is no more than that found in a 
chapter on the Pilgrimage of Grace in a standard book used for teaching Tudor Rebellions. 

Response 1 Candidate Style Answer
The  two passages acknowledge that the rising in the north of England in the autumn of 1536 was caused by a variety 
of reasons. However, they differ in their view as to the most important factor in bringing about the Pilgrimage. Passage 
A argues that the Pilgrimage ‘originated in a decision by one of the court factions to take the battle out of the court into 
the nation’, whilst Passage B puts forward the view that religious change, or rather it was the ‘local impact of Henry’s 
Reformation which produced the rebellion’, most notably the dissolution of the smaller monasteries and the loss of 
traditional religious practices, rather than the suppression of papal authority. 

Passage A is correct to argue that one of the court factions, the Aragonese, had suffered defeats at court with the 
passing of the 1534 Succession Act which excluded Mary from the throne in favour of Elizabeth. It is also true that the 
key figures in the rising, Aske, Darcy and Hussey were closely associated with Catherine of Aragon and her daughter, 
with Hussey having been Mary’s chamberlain. It is possible that Passage A is correct in that these men were willing 
to use rebellion to restore their positions as Hussey had lost his office and his wife was imprisoned, but if this was the 
case they seized on general popular discontent. More importantly, Passage A ignores the fact that Hussey was stayed 
largely on the sidelines. There is evidence of talks between the Imperial ambassador and some of the rebels from 1534 
onwards, supporting the claim in Passage A that the ambassador would be able to compile a long list of disaffected 
noblemen willing to join a rebellion against Henry. However, it should be noted that talk of risings and foreign invasion 
and should not be given too much credence. Similarly, there are some weaknesses in the claim that the rising was led 
and organised by this faction. In light of this claim, Aske’s deposition that he had been forced into the rising makes 
no sense, unless one accepts that he was trying to save himself. Passage A also argues that rebellion was the only 
way left to reverse the defeats this group had suffered, yet the initiative for the rising lay not with this group, but with 
popular unrest and this is seen clearly in Lincolnshire, where the rising surprised many of the gentry who later became 
involved. Therefore, although some of the grievances make more sense if court politics were the main cause, Passage A 
undermines its own view by stating that ‘there must be grave doubts about the extent to which the articles constitute 
anything like a representative programme, and worse doubts about the extent to which rebellion as a whole arose 
from the issues they enshrined.’ Passage A also  states that ‘different parts of the north did not all rise for the same 
reason’ and issues such as enclosure were only important in places such as the Vale of York, where there was pressure 
on the land.

Passage A also argues, in contradiction to Passage B, that the dissolution of the smaller monasteries was of little 
importance. Passage A argues that ‘the truly popular rising in the north west made no issue of the Dissolution.’ However 
Passage B challenges this view and comments that ‘the rebels restored at least sixteen of the twenty-six northern 
monasteries that had actually been dissolved’ and this was seen not just in the actions of the Pilgrims in Cumbria, 
where all four monasteries were restored. 
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The centrality of the dissolution to the Pilgrimage, put forward in Passage B is justifiable. It was after all the monks of 
Sawley who composed the Pilgrims ballad and in Lancashire the first areas to rise and the last to be suppressed were in 
areas where there were monasteries, suggesting that the geography of the rising supports the view of Passage B. This 
view is given further credence by the Pontefract articles which specifically mentioned their restoration, but symbols 
such as the badge of the Five Wounds of Christ, and comments made by Aske under examination also support the 
view that religion was at the centre of the rising. It is perhaps not surprising that the dissolution was at the centre as 
the monasteries played more than a religious role in the lives of people, they provided employment, charity, education 
and were often local landowners; thus although Passage B is correct to stress their importance as the main cause, this 
claim could have been taken further to include not just their religious and spiritual role, but their social and economic 
importance. Passage B is also correct in arguing that people were concerned about the loss of traditional religious 
practices as was seen in the East Riding and at Kirkby Stephen, where they complained about the loss of saint’s days. 
The rebellion was largely a protest against the attacks on the old religious practices, which Passage B correctly suggests 
through its focus on the importance of the dissolution and the loss of traditional practices.

Both Passages correctly acknowledge that the rebellion was multi causal and refer to social and economic concerns, 
which are reflected in the rebels’ demands. However, they differ in their view of the main cause and whilst Passage A 
is useful in presenting a political interpretation, there are too many flaws in this argument to be convincing. Passage B, 
however, argues for religion as the main cause and given the dominance of religious grievances in the demands, the 
symbolism and the actions of the rebels in restoring monastic houses this is more convincing as an interpretation of 
the rising.
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Response 2 - ‘Good’ - Examiner Commentary
Although this response would not score full marks, it is still a good answer. It covers many of the points raised in the first response, 
but they are not as developed. The response does not use the same depth of detail as the first answer to evaluate the Interpretations 
– it could have made specific mention to some of the grievances in the Pontefract Articles or the Act of Succession - the first 
answer also uses material from the second passage to challenge the first and has a clearer and more developed and well supported 
judgement which weighs up the two passages, whereas the second response refers only to the first Interpretation. 

Response 2 Candidate Style Answer
The two  passages offer different views about the main cause of the Pilgrimage of Grace. Passage A argues that it was 
due to court faction, whilst Passage B argues that religious motives were at the heart of the rising. However, there are 
some similarities between the two passages as both acknowledge that the rising had more than one cause, even if 
they disagree about the main cause. 

Passage A argues strongly that court faction, rather than religion and the dissolution, was the main cause. It goes as 
far as to state that ‘the truly popular rising in the north west made no issue of the Dissolution’, whilst arguing that the 
rebellion ‘originated in a decision by one of the court factions to take the battle out of the court into the nation, to raise 
the standard of loyal rebellion as the only way left to them if they were to succeed in reversing the defeats suffered 
at court and in Parliament.’ There is some evidence to support this view as many of the leaders of the rising, such as 
Hussey and Aske had connections with Catherine of Aragon and her daughter, Mary Tudor. They had lost influence as 
Mary had been excluded from the succession and the changes in policy appeared to ensure that they would remain 
out of favour. This interpretation is also supported by the grievances in the Pontefract Articles. It is also true that the 
Imperial ambassador had been involved in plotting and was encouraging Charles to invade. However, Passage A is 
wrong to argue that the rising was due to court faction as it was a popular rising led by the commons who turned to 
the gentry for leadership out of deference and their belief in a society of orders. The Passage is also wrong to ignore the 
dissolution as a cause. Although the passage states that the monks in the north had retained more popularity, it does 
not go on to note that the rising saw the restoration of monastic houses in Lancashire and Cumbria, or that monks 
were involved in the rising, even writing the Pilgrim’s Ballad. The Interpretation is correct to state that there were a great 
variety of issues that agitated the northern counties and this can also be seen in the Pontefract Articles.

Passage B argues that religion, particularly the desire to restore monasteries and traditional religious practices were the 
main cause of the rising. However, it also argues that there were a wide range of interests with the articles containing 
‘three economic articles, six on legal and administrative matters, six political articles and nine dealt with religious 
grievances.’  The Passage is correct that the ‘commons defended and restored monasteries’ as was seen in Cumbria, 
where all were restored, and in Lancashire, where the areas where monasteries were popular were the first to rise and 
the last to be put down. Also, on a national scale, the rising occurred soon after the dissolution of smaller monasteries 
had begun and therefore ordinary people would be noticing the first real local impact of the Reformation, which 
further supports the view of Passage B. There were also a significant number of monks involved in the rising and they 
even provided one of its symbols, the Pilgrims Ballad. Passage B also suggests that the restoration of traditional religion 
was important as the rebels did protest against the abolition of St Wilfrid’s day. The importance of the monasteries 
as a cause is made clear in the final sentence of Passage B when it states that the rebels restored ‘at least sixteen of 
the twenty-six northern monasteries that had actually been dissolved.’ This importance is supported by Aske in his 
examination. The importance of religion was even seen at the start of the rising which began in the church at Louth. 
Passage B also argues that the rebels were not concerned about ‘refusing rents or pulling down enclosures’, but this is 
debateable as both appear as grievances in the Pontefract Articles. 

In conclusion, Passage B offers a more convincing view of the causes of the Pilgrimage. Although suggest that there 
was more than one cause, B’s view that it was the impact of local religious changes appears the most convincing 
in explaining why nearly 40,000 people rose as monasteries played a very large role in people’s lives, providing 
employment, education charity and often a place of worship. It is unlikely that 40,000 people would rise in support of a 
factional struggle that did not really affect them.
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