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This Checkpoint Task should be used in conjunction with the KS3–KS4 GCSE (9–1) Gateway Combined Science A Transition Guide – Magnets and Magnetic Fields.
Magnets and Magnetic Fields
True North?
The words in the box can be used once, more than once or not all to fill in the gaps in the following sentences:
	north
	field
	Northern
	Southern
	compasses

	attract
	repel
	South
	magnetic
	geographic
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The North Pole is the northernmost point on the earth.  It is found where the axis on which the Earth spins meets the Earth's surface. 

Magnetic North Pole is the point on the Earth’s surface in the Hemisphere where the axis of the Earth’s magnetic
meets the Earth’s surface.

The Earth’s

field has South and North Poles.

All

and any magnet that is allowed to turn freely will always end up pointing to 
 north.
Opposites poles



, so the North end of all compasses must point to the 

 Pole of the Earth’s magnetic field.

Can you add the following labels to the diagram below?

· Earth's magnetic field

· Geographic North Pole

· The magnetic South Pole

· Magnetic axis
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