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Writing the formulae of compounds

In this activity you will be given a table with the names of the ions. Cations are in the right hand column and the anions are the top headings. You need to write the formulae of the compounds the ions form – not the words! You could write the symbol for each ion above its name in the squares.

Task 1 
Work out the formulae and write your answers in the appropriate spaces using the ‘Cross over rule’ and the table containing cations and anions:
	
	sulfate
	chloride
	oxide
	nitrate
	hydroxide

	sodium
	
	
	
	
	

	Iron (II)
	
	
	
	
	

	aluminium
	
	
	
	
	

	magnesium
	
	
	
	
	

	calcium
	
	
	
	
	

	potassium
	
	
	
	
	

	copper(II)
	
	
	
	
	

	ammonium
	
	
	
	
	

	Iron(III)
	
	
	
	
	


Task 2 
What is wrong about each of the following formulae?

Write the correct one in the answer box below.
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AlOH3
b) Fe(III)Cl3
c) Omg
d) (Na)2O
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