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Background
Task 1 – Two Christian responses to prayer
Read the two quotations below. How do they reflect or contradict Jesus’ teaching above?
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Task 2 – Does Prayer Work?

In recent years a number of scientific studies have taken place conducting research into the question above. The link below will take you to a video in which two academics try to answer the question. While watching the video make notes as to what the two academics say. The teacher is likely to need to pause the video to explain and summarise the key points, key terms and direct students to record certain ideas.
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/04/30/prayer-science_n_1464622.html



Christians believe that Jesus knew God, and that as his Son he was close to Him. Jesus spoke of God as a loving Father who is always at hand to listen to the prayers of his children. Jesus said:





Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks the door will be opened. Matthew 7: 7-8.





Jesus instructs his followers to pray by saying ‘Give us today our daily bread’  Matthew 6:11.





These passages from Matthew's Gospel seem to imply that God answers all prayers. However most Christians would argue this is misinterpreting the true message of the Gospel. Jesus is not saying that God will always give people what they want. Any responsible parent knows not to give in to every request of their child, particularly if the request is not in the child's best interests. Christians believe that God will answer prayer in his own way, that he will do what is best in the long term for his children. 





They also believe that prayer is not a 'quick fix'.  A person should be prepared to work with God to achieve what is being asked for.








“The wise man in the storm prays to God not for safety from danger but for deliverance from fear.” �Ralph Waldo Emerson - American lecturer and poet (1803-1882)�








Prayer does not change God, but it changes him who prays.�Soren Kierkegaard – 


Danish philosopher and theologian (1813-1855)














Key terms






































Key points and ideas























Version 1


