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Topic Exploration Pack
Devising from a stimulus – Historical event
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This Topic Exploration Pack supports OCR GCSE (9–1) Drama.

Historical event

Holocaust: Deliberate destruction or slaughter of a particular race or status of people on a mass scale.

The phrase ‘The Holocaust’ is commonly used to describe the massacre of six million Jews during the Second World War by Hitler and his German Nazi party. Polish people, communists Serbs, Romanies, handicapped people and homosexuals were targeted also. Overall, approximately 17 million people were killed as a result of this particular genocide. 
The following activities focus specifically on the massacre of the Jews and some of the findings from the Theresienstadf or Terezin concentration camp, set up by the Nazis at the end of 1941.  Jewish prisoners were moved here by the Nazis under the ruse of protecting them from the rest of the world, originally artists, painters, writers and over 15,000 children. It was here that Jewish children were secretly taught art, music and poetry and over 4,000 drawings were recovered as well as poems, most of which can be seen in the collection at the Jewish Museum in Prague. Such material forms a creative legacy and a lesson for the future.
This is a complex subject and the reasons behind the Holocaust are complicated. There is a wide range of resources available and many artefacts from the time have been recovered and preserved.

Teaching activities

The aim of this exploration pack is to create a performance based on ‘The Holocaust’ exploring the theme of survival. Students need to be aware of ‘The Holocaust’ and concentration camps and this could form activities before this pack is explored. 

Key questions:

· What would we have done if we had been there?

· How would we have survived?

· How important was the children’s art?

· What can we learn from this?

Activity 1 

Show students the drawings from Terezin Concentration camp. Discuss in groups who could have created them and what they could represent.
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Play “Where’s the coin?” 

One student turns their back to the group so they cannot see who has the coin. The class then walk around the room and the students secretly pass the coin between themselves. The chosen person (guard) can then turn round and watch this. When the teacher says ‘STOP’ the group put their clenched hands in front of them and form a circle around the guard. The guard has three guesses to identify who has the coin.
After a few turns extend the game. Ask students to imagine it is a hidden drawing (using paper scrunched up). Discuss how it felt different to when they played with the coin. Did they imagine the drawing? What value did the art have to them? 

Explain that the students are going on a journey. In pairs, create a scene where you are being sent somewhere but you don’t know where. You can only take one suitcase. This can be as ‘light’ as you like but try to make it realistic and think about what you really would want to take. Spotlight performances and encourage comments from the ‘audience’. Why are these items important?

In groups of about four to six, imagine you are then on the train journey. Create a scene where you meet the other children who you do not know. 

Share these scenes and discuss. Were there leaders in the scene? Were some students quieter and scared? Why did they decide to perform these characters?

These activities can be supported by true stories relating to ‘packing a suitcase’ and ‘train journey’ survivors’ accounts. (See Appendix 2)

Activity 2

Define the Holocaust. Discuss with students what they know about the subject. They may have studied it in History or looked at it a previous lesson. 

Warm up game – ‘Grandmother’s footsteps’. During the game change the role of grandmother to a guard. Get the students to pose in response to the authority figure. 
Are they scared? Confrontational? 

Show students the drawing from Terezin Concentration camp. Ask each student to write down one word (on post its or mini white boards) that may sum up their feelings looking at the pictures. Explain to students that these were created by children who were prisoners in concentration camps. Does this change the words the students use to sum up how they feel?

In small groups create three freeze frames to represent the artwork and the feelings they have about it. (This does not have to be connected specifically with the Holocaust). Share these and discuss.

Artwork was not the only way that children in camps entertained themselves. In groups, create a scene where you have to invent your own games with very few resources e.g. sticks/stones or other things you could find around you. Explain that the children in the camps still played games, despite the devastation taking place around them. 

This activity can be supported by true account of children playing amongst the chaos. (See Appendix 2.)

Use one piece of paper and a pencil to draw a picture of one thing that you would miss if you were forced to leave home. Show and discuss why that object is important to you.

Activity 3

Read a poem from Appendix 4 - At TEREZIN.
What emotions did the writer feel at the camp? How could you show this to the audience through characterisation?

In pairs, hot seat the main character from the poem about his time in the camp.

Using all the resources explored about the children at the concentration camp, create a scene or scenes showing their time away. This can include the journey, time at the camp and/or after the war or when they were rescued. 

Students should consider how they will stage their performance and they can use music to create atmosphere. They all must have a child character in the performance but can multirole as other characters if they wish.

Share these performances. Discuss and evaluate. 

Appendix 1

Drawings from Terezin concentration camp. A collection of postcards with drawings – Zidovske museum v Prague 156-170/300
http://www.jewishmuseum.cz/en/info/visit/
Websites below providing general information on the Holocaust including Terezin camp specifically:
http://fcit.usf.edu/HOLOCAUST/people/children.htm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theresienstadt_concentration_camp
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Children's_Poems_from_Terezin_Concentration_Camp
Appendix 2

Survivors’ accounts

http://www.ppu.org.uk/genocide/g_stories8.html
Rose D’s story – description of suitcase

Rose K’s story – description of train journey

http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/sisters-live-to-tell-their-holocaust-story/2013/04/07/5c2d24a2-9aea-11e2-9bda-edd1a7fb557d_story.html
Description of the survival of two sisters in Auschwitz including description of playing as children.
Appendix 3 

Music

Tracey Chapman, Track 3 ’Across The Lines’, Track 4 ‘Behind the Wall’, Eleztra Asylum Records (1988)
London Grammar, ‘If You Wait’, Track 5 ‘Wasting my young years’, Metal and Dust Recordings (2013)
Tears for Fears, ‘Mad world: The Collection’, Track 4 ’Mad World’, Compilation (2010) Spectrum Music. Cat number: SPECXX2054

Appendix 4

Poems from Terezin – poems written in the camp by children

http://www.nonduality.com/terezin.htm
At TEREZIN

When a new child comes

Everything seems strange to him.

What, on the ground I have to lie?

Eat black potatoes? No! Not I!

I’ve got to stay? It’s dirty here!

 The floor-why, look, it’s dirt, I fear!

And I’m supposed to sleep on it?

I’ll get all dirty!

Here, the sound of shouting, cries,

And oh, so many flies.

Everyone knows flies carry disease.

Ooh, something bit me! Wasn’t that a bedbug?

Here in Terezin, life is hell

And when I’ll go home again, can’t yet tell.
‘TEDDY’ 1943

The Garden

A little garden

Fragrant and full of roses 

The path is narrow

And a little boy walks along it.

A little boy, a sweet boy

Like that growing blossom

When the blossom comes to bloom

The little boy will be no more.  
FRANTA BASS
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OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2016 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.


OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: Page 3: Drawings from Terezin concentratio camp; Werner Forman / Universal Images Group


Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: �HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk"��resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk�





We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Drama%20Topic%20Exploration%20Pack%20(Devising%20from%20a%20stimulus:%20Historical%20Event)"��Like�’ or ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20(9-1)%20Drama%20Topic%20Exploration%20Pack%20(Devising%20from%20a%20stimulus:%20Historical%20Event)"��Dislike�’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you. When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’. Thank you.


Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or are considering switching from your current provider/awarding organisation, you can request more information by completing the Expression of Interest form which can be found here: � HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest" �www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�


Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: ��HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/"�www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/


�











Version 2
1





© OCR 2016

