
®

 
 	Explain what is meant by a ‘database management system’.

Before database management systems were developed, users had to create 
their own programs in order to store and manipulate data.  
Explain the advantages of using a DBMS.

The database can be stored centrally and users can access this central data 
from different locations. 
What are the advantages and disadvantages of this?
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 	In terms of database structure, explain what is meant by: 

a field
a record
a file
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