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Battleship Potemkin. Dir. Sergei Eisenstein (1925)
REGULATOR ARCHIVE REPORT
“The film was rejected when first submitted in September 1926, on the grounds that films should not address issues of ‘political controversy’ and that Potemkin’s pro-Revolutionary message was therefore unacceptable for classification. It was suggested that the film was rejected for “inflammatory subtitles and Bolshevist Propaganda”. The nine day British general strike in May 1926 had provoked fears amongst some quarters of society of a potential revolution in the UK. According to The Times, screenings of the film in Berlin had already led to unrest and
a censorship battle began between left wing supporters of the film and right-wing efforts to have it banned. It was remarked by some at the time that, had violence been the real problem, cuts could have been made. However, the fact that no attempts were made to tone down the film suggested political motives. By the time the film was looked at the again, in 1954, silent films were no longer commercially viable and the film was therefore likely to appeal only to a very small and select audience. With its potential to cause political unrest diminished, especially after
the death of Stalin in 1953, the film was finally classified X uncut (persons under 16 not admitted). Subsequently the film was reclassified PG uncut for a limited cinema re-release in 1987 and is now acknowledged as a classic.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=laJ_1P-Py2k Odessa Steps Sequence
The Dark Knight Dir. Christopher Nolan (2008)
NEWS ARTICLE
“Is The Dark Knight suitable for children?

The Batman sequel has been given a 12A certificate, although the BBFC strongly advises parents not to take under-12s. So why choose a classification that would admit them? Because of printing deadlines for press information, critics sometimes see movies without knowing the certificate they have been given. This allows us to play censor-for-a-day. During a preview of The Dark Knight, though, the game seemed too easy.
With its numerous shootings and knifings, persistent atmosphere of nihilistic morbidity and the terrifying appearance and speech of Heath Ledger’s Joker, this was as surely a 15 as the last shirt on a rugby team. I lost. It was 12A, meaning that unaware parents are able to take a child of any age to see it.
The British Board of Film Classification (BBFC), in response to the incredulity of reviewers, has offered three justifications: 1) They are definitely not saying that the film is suitable for under-12s
and strongly advise parents not to take younger children. 2) That the violence is discreetly presented. 3) The movie has a cartoon atmosphere, which lessens the impact of the aggression.
But the film’s producers must be grinning like the Joker at what they’ve got away with. Though Batman is based on a cartoon, director Christopher Nolan has proclaimed his aim to make the cinema version more realistic: his Gotham City is indistinguishable from today’s New York. And, while it’s true that we are spared much gory detail of the damage done by bullets and blades, the film contains widespread use of knives, currently a sensitive issue.
If the BBFC really is not recommending that under-12s go, why choose a classification that could admit them? Its confused stance makes a case for the return of the strict 12 certificate, although even that would be too low. The number that fits is 15, although, as the movie industry is well aware, such toughness would cut its box office numbers.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5K3E5tLoado Dark Knight Mob Scene
The Woman in Black Dir. James Watkins (2011)
NEWS ARTICLE
“Daniel Radcliffe’s The Woman In Black the most complained about film of 2012
Daniel Radcliffe horror movie - ‘The Woman In Black’ - is the most complained about film of the year so far according to regulators
It attracted 120 complaints, three times as many as 2011’s most complained about movie, ballet drama ‘Black Swan’.
On the regulator website they warn that the film - which sees Radcliffe play a young lawyer who visits a remote, haunted village - contains “a number of scenes of supernatural horror and threat”.
The issue may have been the rating. ‘The Woman In Black’ had six seconds of cuts made to ensure it got a ‘12A’.
The regulator told us that they would not reveal the nature of complaints until next year, but admitted “some people felt the film was too scary at ‘12A’”.
The controversial certificate was introduced in 2002 after school kids complained that the old ‘12’ rating (i.e. no one under that age was allowed in) barred them from seeing ‘Spider-Man’.
The regulator introduced the softer ‘12A’, which allows youngsters under that age to see the film if accompanied by an adult.
The vague rating however has been a constant irritant to the BBFC, with the vast majority of their complaints reserved for ‘12A’ films that were felt to be too grown-up for the age bracket.
These include ‘Casino Royale’, ‘Terminator 3: Rise of the Machines’ and ‘Beowulf’.
The most complained about film of all time in Britain is ‘The Dark Knight’, which received 364 complaints in 2008. The rating ‘12A’.”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dPYMUnJGURI Woman in Black trailer


