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Learner Resource 8
Using Gapminder to show development
This activity links back to many of the topics and also develops your graphical skills.

Use www.gapminder.org/world.   

1. 

a. Change the view to ‘map’ (top tab) and the indicator to ‘income per person’.  Play the animation.  Use examples to give evidence that colonialism has made some countries richer (hint –look at countries in the 1850s-1900s).
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Name three countries that vastly increase their income per person during the 1940s-50s.  Explain in detail why this has occurred (hint: oil).

c. Look at the current distribution of income per person.  What patterns are there between ACs, EDCs and LIDCs?

d. Change the indicator to ‘Urban population: % of total’.  Play the animation.  Give an example of a continent where urban population is

· Growing

· Stable

· Give reasons why this change is occurring.

2. 
Now go to the chart view.  Change the x axis to ‘Time’ and the y axis to ‘Income per person –GDP per capita PPP’.  Select your EDC/ LIDC case study (for example South Korea) and play the animation from 1800 to 2013.  

a. Give the years that you believe the country reaches 

· Stage 2 –preconditions for take off

· Stage 3 –take-off

· Stage 4 –the drive to maturity

· Stage 5 –the age of high mass-consumption 

How accurately do you believe the country matches the Rostow Model?

b. Keep the same y axis but change the x axis to ‘Merchandise trade (% of GDP)’.  What is the relationship between trade and income per person?  Explain your answer.
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