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Learner Resource 3
Rostows Race
Introduction
In this game, you must imagine that you are in charge of a country which is at Stage 1 of the Rostow Model.  You want to ‘take-off’ and reach Stage 5.  You are in a race with other countries (represented by the other players).  

Before you start: 

· Split your cards into 5 packs which belong to each stage of the Rostow model. 

· Each player will need a counter

Playing the game:
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Stage 5




Throw the die when it is your turn and move forward the number of spaces shown on the dice.  If you land on a blank space, your turn ends and you remain there until your next go.  

· If you land on an ‘event square’            , pick the top card from the ‘event instruction’ pack for whichever stage you are in.

· The ‘event’ may be an advantage to your development, in which case you will move forward, or it may be disadvantage, in which case you will move backward or may miss a turn.  The first player to reach Stage 5 is the winner.

[image: image3.jpg]1. There is a drought which
causes a famine. This kills much
of your population. Return to the
Start.

2. Tuberculosis strikes your
country. However, you cannot
afford to pay the money that the
pharmaceutical company are
asking for immunisations. As a
result, the disease kills much of
your population. Return to the
Start.

3. Cyclone Jean-Pierre hits
your coastline, destroying many
houses and basic equipment
used for fishing. Crops are also
destroyed, resulting in a famine.
Return to the Start.

4. An earthquake hits your
capital city, destroying many

of the shelters in which your
population live and killing many
people. Return to the Start.

5. The United Nations has
labelled your country as having
the lowest HDI in the world. This
is bad for your reputation and
may hinder investment later on.
Miss one turn.

6. Voluntary aid is provided by
Intermediate Technology to your
country. As a result, some of the
traditional wood shelters in which
most of your population live are
upgraded with tiles and water
proof cement panel walls. Move
forward three spaces.

7. You receive bilateral aid
from the USA. Although this
might seem good, your country
will have to promise to buy

US seeds. Move forward two
spaces.

8. Canada informs you that it
has decided to offer you bilateral
aid, and you have already spent
the money. However, there is a
change of government in Canada
and the new president suddenly
decides that your country is
undemocratic and withdraws the
aid. Return to the Start.

9. Farming is revolutionised by
the introduction of High Yield
Varieties. As a result, you double
your rice crop. Move forward
nine spaces.

10. Small-scale farmers cut
down a small forest on the hills
above your capital city. When

it rains, instead of the trees
intercepting the water, the hillside
becomes muddy and causes a
mudslide in which many people
die. Move five spaces backward.

11. A neighbouring country
decides to implement land
reforms. This results in a
reduction in the amount of

food that the country produces.
Unfortunately, most of the food
consumed in your country
originates from this neighbouring
country. Move eight spaces
backward.

12. The USA wants to wage
war on a neighbouring country
which it accuses of supporting
terrorism. You accept their
proposition in return for free aid
to develop a basic rail network
from your capital to your second
largest city. Move seven spaces
forward.

13. A celebrity from France
decides to visit your country to
film a documentary showing
people the conditions in which
your population live. As a result,
millions of Euros from voluntary
donations flood into your country.
Move six spaces forward.

14. Several ministers of your
cabinet are held hostage

and killed by terrorists from a
region of your country which
is demanding independence.
As a result, several charities
implementing development
schemes pull out. Miss two
turns.

15. A neighbouring country,
ruled by a dictator, declares
war on your country. Using
arms provided by Britain, you
win the war with few casualties
and capture much of their land
and money. Move forward ten
spaces.






Event Instructions
Stage 1 cards

Stage 2 cards

Stage 3 cards

Stage 4 cards

Stage 5 cards
[image: image4.jpg]16. Gold is discovered in your
country, but you lack resources
to exploit it. Miss one turn.

17. You agree a trade
agreement with your former
colonial rulers, Britain, in which
they pledge to buy 50% of your
annual rice production. In return,
you must pledge to buy building
materials from Britain. Move
forward two spaces.

18. You get a loan from

the World Bank to build an
international airport for tourism.
However, you are forced to repay
the loan at a high rate of interest.
Move ten spaces backward.

19. You decide to build a small
hotel in your capital city for
tourists from developed countries
to stay in. This provides your
country with revenue and
employment in related services.
Move forward twelve spaces.

20. Qil is discovered in your
country, but you lack knowledge
to exploit it. Miss one turn.

21. A multinational company,
Athena, decides to set up a
factory producing trainers in your
capital city. Move forward three
spaces.

22. There is a fire in your main
hotel. As a result, travel agencies
in MEDCs have to cancel their
bookings. You lose income

from tourism and the major

tour operator, pulls out of your
country because it believes you
have poor safety standards.
Move eleven spaces backward.

23. Agroup of rebels are
unhappy at the way in which you
are governing the country. As a
result, they launch a coup d’état
in which they try to take over
the country. Although you regain
power, they still face support in
the border-regions. Move twelve
spaces backward and miss one
turn.

24. Your national football team
gets through to the quarter finals
in the world cup. As a result, your
country receives much publicity
and the tourism industry booms.
Move forward eight spaces.

25. A parasitic disease affects
fish in your seas. As a result, the
fishing industry loses income
and many fishermen are unable
to feed their families. In dealing
with this crisis you are unable

to respect a trade agreement
with Britain. Move twelve spaces
backward.

26. Your human rights record is
praised as being an example for
other developing countries. Roll
the dice again.

27. A Japanese company

sets up a plant which makes
components for mobile phones in
your country. Move forward three
places.

28. Gold is discovered in a part
of your country. You sell the
rights to an American mining
company. Move forward ten
places.

29. Oil is discovered in part of
your country. You sell the rights
to an American petro-chemical
company. Move forward twelve
spaces.

30. You decide to investin a
new motorway to link the three
largest cities in your country.
This improves transport links

and encourages investment from
foreign companies. Move forward
nine spaces.






[image: image5.jpg]31. Your country builds its first
university. Although your country
has few academics, specialists
from developing countries are
invited to train students. This will
allow the élite in your country

to develop new inventions and
carry out research. Move forward
nine spaces.

32. Your attempts to develop a
nuclear power station are met
with condemnation from the
European Union. They decide
to withdraw their present aid
arrangements. Move eight
spaces backward.

33. Trade unions in the textile
sector decide to go on strike
because they feel they are not
being given a fair wage.You
have to introduce minimum wage
laws, but this could mean that
multinational companies (like
Athena) want to leave because
they can produce their goods
cheaper elsewhere. Miss one
turn.

34. Despite a rapid increase
in the standard of living in the
capital city, there is a lack of
development in some of the
outlying regions. The rebel forces
are dissatisfied and once again
try to launch a coup d’état. As
a result of political instability,
multinational companies are
less likely to invest in your
country. Move nineteen spaces
backward.

35. A big international hotel
chain, Luigot, decides to
establish hotels in all your major
cities. Business and leisure
tourism increase. Move forward
Six spaces.

36. Crime soars in your capital.
This dissuades some tourists
from visiting your country. Move
six spaces backward.

37. You participate in a new
trade bloc with neighbouring
countries. This provides you with
guaranteed regional markets for
your goods. Move nine spaces
forward.

38. Labour prices are much
cheaper in neighbouring
countries with a lower level of
development. As a result, Athena
close down their trainer factory
and relocate. 2.000 employees
are made redundant. Move nine
spaces backward.

39. People leave the countryside
and flood into the cities as
mechanisation means rural
poverty increase. However,
many of them are unable to find
steady work or a place to live. As
a result, shanty towns grow and
this leads to condemnation from
human rights organisations. Miss
a turn.

40. Medical laboratories set up
next to the university. This acts
as a centre for multinational
companies to set up research
and development offices. Move
forward eleven spaces.

41. Terrorist attacks in America
have led to a decrease in air
travel and your air companies
goes into financial difficulty. You
decide to help them out to avoid
them going bust but this strains
national finance. Move ten
spaces backward.

43. You launch a television
channel which is broadcast
across the world, giving publicity
to your country and increasing
revenue from tourism. Move
forward three spaces.

44. Manufacturing industry faces
a downturn. Move eleven spaces
backward.

45. A Japanese firm sets up
their regional headquarters in
your country. Move forward five
places.






[image: image6.jpg]A
High Mass
Consumption

level of development

time





FOLLOW-UP QUESTIONS 

When you have finished playing the game, answer these questions. Aim to write around a paragraph for each. Ensure you refer to the Rostow Model.
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GEOGRAPHY A (GEOGRAPHICAL THEMES)
Delivery Guide (Learner Resource)



Using examples of events, explain why it may be difficult for many countries to reach Stage 2 of the Rostow model.  

2. Explain how and why the number and type of events changed as you moved through the stages.

3. Using examples of events, describe how your countries were affected by ACs.  Were their effects generally positive or negative? 


4. The Rostow Model can be criticised.  Rostow suggested that money was needed from an AC before ‘take-off’ could begin.  It is now accepted that many countries, even with aid, are unlikely to develop e.g. because of a lack of raw materials or poor climate.  It also fails to highlight the interdependence between countries or the impact that colonialism may have had on both ACs and LIDCs.  

Can these criticisms also be applied to the game?  Explain your answer.
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