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Unit 1.3 – Storage
Common Misconceptions & FAQ:

FAQ

	Question
	

	1
	Do students need to understand how the different types of storage work?
	Students do not need to learn about how each one functions, but they need to know how the data is stored e.g. using magnetised elements, lasers, logic circuits

	2
	Do students have to add overheads to the data capacity requirements?
	Yes, this is just a 10% addition to make the estimation more realistic and accurate

	3
	Do students need to know what is stored in the overheads?
	Students need to understand that files store more than the actual data in the file, and examples of these for each file type makes this easier to understand


Common Misconceptions

	Section
	Error
	Explanation

	1.3
	USB is a storage device
	Students refer to their USB memory stick as a USB.  USB is a connection protocol, not a storage device.  A USB memory stick is a solid state storage device that connects to the PC through a USB Port.

	1.3
	Optical is anything that can be seen
	When recalling optical students associate it with vision, not the use of lasers and light

	1.3
	Students often say things are “faster”
	Students must be confident that they understand transfer speeds.  E.g. All storage devices will appear to transfer the 10KB files very quickly – but for large files – SSD would be the fastest due to its data transfer speeds.

	1.3
	Judging the “best devices” for use
	It may be that there are other justifications for using mediums compared to ones that may appear obvious – where students provide well supported arguments for use/selection of a storage device, award credit.  E.g. Choice of medium for a PC – you could argue SSD or Magnetic HDDs are the best option – dependent on circumstances.
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By clicking on ‘�HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20like%20this%20GCSE%20Computer%20Science%20Common%20Misconceptions%20&%20FAQ"��Like’� or ‘� HYPERLINK "mailto:resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20this%20GCSE%20Computer%20Science%20Common%20Misconceptions%20&%20FAQ" ��Dislike’� you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’.  Thank you.


If you do not currently offer this OCR qualification but would like to do so, please complete the Expression of Interest Form which can be found here: �HYPERLINK "http://www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest"��www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest�





OCR Resources: the small print�OCR’s resources are provided to support the teaching of OCR specifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by the Board, and the decision to use them lies with the individual teacher.   Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources. �© OCR 2016 - This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this message remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the originator of this work.
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