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Script A

Examiner commentary

Part A

AO1: the opening paragraph makes some key 
comparisons and provides the foundation for 
a relevant personal response to each extract.  
The response tends to deal with the extracts 
separately but draws some relevant comparisons 
in the section on High Fidelity; more integrated 
comparison would have improved the overall 
standard of the response. Textual references are 
used to support the points made; at times single 
word quotations are used very neatly to show 
more developed understanding and indicates the 
development of a promising critical style. 

AO2: there is some evidence of sensitivity to language, 
for example, picking out the word ‘eventually’ to 
show that this is something that Meena has been 
‘wondering about for a while’. The effects of the 
use of the words “dizzy” and “disorientated” are 
given close consideration as is the use of rhetorical 
questions in the unseen extract to portray Rob’s 
confusion and uncertainty. 

AO3: the situation explored in both extracts is clearly 
explained and commented on, and the response also 
points out that the relationship in the unseen extract 
is not as strong as Meena’s friendship with Anita. 
Further exploration of AO3 would have improved the 
overall quality of Part a.

This is a relevant and detailed personal response 
to the text securely in Level 4 but is nudging 
towards Level 5 in quality. 

Part B 

AO1: this Part b response lacks focus on the question 
and offers an overview of Meena’s relationship with 
her family. There are some relevant points made, but 
at times the points needed more textual support. 
Looking at one or two moments in the text in detail 
to show Meena’s changing relationship with her 
parents would have been a better approach to the 
task and potentially offered more access to higher 
marks.

AO2: the answer concentrates on description 
and explanation which restricts it in terms of AO2 
exploration. There is a reference to first person 
narration as a device to encourage the reader to view 
her parents from Meena’s perspective, and some 
neatly used quotations, but more direct language 
analysis is needed.

This response is low Level 4 although there is 
evidence of a sound overview of the text. 

Overall this response is solid Level 4.
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Script B 

Examiner commentary

Part A

AO1: the response begins with a focused introduction 
that immediately compares the two extracts, citing 
that ‘complex emotions’ are being presented in both 
texts and that both ‘convey the distorted view’ of 
teenagers; a good point to put the extracts in context 
and a nice lead in to more detailed comparison.  
Quotations are used throughout Part a to support 
the points made with the use of particular words 
highlighted effectively.

AO2: the response makes some effective comments 
about language.  Individual words are identified and 
analysed such as ‘betrayal’ and ‘bewildered’ as well as 
‘whirling’ and dizzy’ to explore Meena’s physical and 
mental response to Anita’s revelation. The language 
analysis of the unseen extract is less convincing, 
although repetition is identified and a brief comment 
on the effect offered. 

AO3: this response shows clear understanding of the 
context of each extract: it makes reference to the 
‘distorted view teenagers have’ and explores both 
protagonists’ reaction to the situations they face 
with understanding of the contextual framework. 
Further consideration could have been placed on 
the comment made at the end of Part a identifying 
that one extract explores friendship and the other a 
romantic relationship.

To improve the response the comparison of the 
extracts needed to be more integrated and robust. 
More exploration of the language and some 
comparison of how effects are created in the extracts 
would also have improved the response.

This is assessed at Level 4.

Part B

AO1: the response to Part b begins by looking at 
Meena learning more about her mother’s personality 
and realising that they are more alike than she has 
admitted. This could have been developed further, 
as Meena’s relationship with her mother is a good 
choice to explore her reaching a new understanding 
of someone close to her. However the response then 
looks at Meena’s rejection of her family and culture in 
favour of her friendship with Anita. This is less focused 
on the question and doesn’t build on the work done 
in the first paragraph. The response uses quotations 
to support points made and develops a personal 
response but needs to be more cohesive.

AO2: as Part b is a closed text assessment, candidates 
do need to remember to include some analysis of 
language, form and structure. This can be explored 
through the sequencing of events in the novel, as well 
as Meena’s powerful narrative voice. This response 
did not address AO2 very strongly in Part b, although 
attempts were made to identify personification in 
‘poking fun’ and onomatopoeia in ‘booming’.

This is assessed at Level 4.

As a whole the response is solid Level 4.



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Anita and Me – Meera Syal – Exemplar Candidate Work

14

Script C Page 1 of 3

. . . continued



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Anita and Me – Meera Syal – Exemplar Candidate Work

15

Script C Page 2 of 3



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Anita and Me – Meera Syal – Exemplar Candidate Work

16

Script C Page 3 of 3



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Anita and Me – Meera Syal – Exemplar Candidate Work

17

Script C 

Examiner commentary

Part A

AO1:  the answer develops a detailed personal 
response to both texts which shows a more confident 
understanding of the similarities and differences in 
the situations faced by Rob and Meena as well as the 
way the characters respond to them. The clear use 
of the bullet points in the question to structure the 
response is helpful. The points made are effectively 
supported with textual support and the comparison 
is well integrated throughout the response.

AO2: the response would have benefited from further 
consideration of language and structure. There is a 
comment on the effective use of rhetorical questions 
in the unseen extract, but very little language analysis 
otherwise. 

AO3: there is a reasonably clear understanding of the 
context of both extracts here. The similarities in the 
situations faced by Meena and Rob are explored and 
the response also points out that whereas Meena has 
been expecting something like this to happen, for 
Rob it comes as a complete shock. It also compares 
the perspectives presented. 

Overall AO1 and AO3 are better covered 
than either of the two previous responses. 
Nonetheless this fits into Level 4 overall.

Part B

AO1: this is a rather straightforward response to Part 
b. Some understanding is shown but there is little 
development and the first paragraph contains a very 
long quotation which is partially quoted again in 
the second paragraph. The response is also rather 
descriptive in style.

AO2: this is rather thin on the explanation of language 
because of the descriptive style.

This is Level 2 work.

Due to the unevenness of the response, overall 
this is Level 3.
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Script D 

Examiner commentary

Part A

AO1: there is a reasonably developed personal 
response which shows understanding of both 
extracts and uses some relevant textual support. The 
comparisons between the texts are rather limited; the 
response deals with them separately drawing on only 
the most key points to compare.

AO2: there is a good attempt to cover AO2 and use 
subject terminology, but mostly on the unseen 
extract.  Some of the language points struggle to 
convince: ‘ the word “stung” creates a sad effect…’ 
And ‘pathetic fallacy…..”late September afternoon”’,  
for example.

AO3: this is the strongest assessment objective in 
this response. Both situations are clearly understood 
and the response acknowledges Rob’s youthful 
assumption that his relationship was serious. There 
is also understanding that being younger than Anita 
makes Meena vulnerable and left behind, meaning 
that she has had to try to prove herself to earn Anita’s 
friendship.

This response is Level 3. There is more than 
“some awareness” of the context and the 
personal response is developed rather than 
“begins to develop”. 

Part B

AO1: a straightforward personal response. The chosen 
moment is a good one to explore Meena’s changing 
relationship with her father, but the response is not 
developed enough to do it justice. Although the 
description has some detail, and the situation has 
been understood, there are few direct references and 
few quotations. 

AO2: the strongest part of this answer is at the 
end where the candidate shows how Meena has 
mixed her two cultures through using ‘mehfils’ and 
‘legendary’ in the same sentence. Further exploration 
of this nature would have improved the response 
considerably. 

This response is assessed at Level 2 because of its 
lack of development and detail.

Overall this response is low Level 3.
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Script E 

Examiner commentary

Part A

AO1: there is an empathic sense of Meena and 
Rob’s situations: that they are both confused and 
feel betrayed. Relevant references and quotations 
support what is said but there is no comparison in the 
response.

AO2: the candidate struggles to look at use of 
language in the extracts in any detail. 

AO3: there are some relevant comments about the 
context of each extract. However, the response 
doesn’t really explore the extracts in any real detail to 
draw out contextual ideas.

This is low Level 2 work.

Part B

AO1: a well-chosen topic – the announcement of 
Meena’s mother’s pregnancy – but a straightforward 
response to what follows. Some understanding of 
Meena’s shock is shown and an apt comment about 
Meena’s hesitation to face the truth ‘that she doesn’t 
have her parents to herself any more’. 

AO2: this is mainly description and assertion so AO2 is 
not directly addressed.

This is Level 2 work.

Overall this response is Level 2.
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