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Script A

Examiner commentary

AO1

A good personal response is developed with the 
contrasts in Joe who is rightly seen as a ‘complex’ 
character: the supporting references are aptly chosen. 

A potentially controversial personal opinion on Joe’s 
‘over-forgiving’ nature is well supported and the point 
is reinforced by the reference to Pip’s ‘gentle Christian 
man’. This point could have been developed much 
further.

The answer moves on to wider issues in an attempt 
to pin down the exact nature of the relationship 
between Joe and Pip, commenting on the barriers 
Pip has put between them and, by contrast, Joe’s 
consistency. 

AO2

The response is very well organised, reinforced by 
effective use of connectives (e.g. ‘firstly’, ‘this contrast’). 

There is a sustained commentary on Joe’s rustic 
diction, which is again cleverly contrasted with his 
‘emotional depth and intelligence’. There might 
have been further exploration of the repetition of 
imperatives by Pip: ‘strike me, Joe’ etc contrasted with 
the consistency and calm of Joe’s responses.

Although opportunities are missed, this essay covers 
the Assessment Objectives with some insight, giving 
a credible account of language and structure in the 
extract and the novel as a whole. 

AO3

The response starts with a useful account of the 
context of the extract which demonstrates some 
convincing understanding and sets a clear agenda 
for what is to come. The comparisons between Joe 
and Pumblechook in terms of clarity of soul, diction 
and conscience are well made and lead to a strongly 
made contextual point about Joe’s embodiment 
of the Christian spirit. The concluding comments 
reinforce the consideration of context further.

It is at the lower end of Level 5.
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Script B 

Examiner commentary

This response sets a clear agenda at the outset. This is 
evidence of clearly established good practice and to 
be commended.

AO1

Joe’s innate generosity and goodness are emphasised: 
a contrast with almost any of the other characters 
apart from Biddy would have deepened this and 
made it more effective. The subsequent account of 
Joe’s care for Pip, in particular the attempt to make 
this a situation that challenges class and status 
is interesting and ambitious, but less persuasive. 
The response concludes with an account of Pip’s 
‘emotional’ state and further contrasts between Joe 
and Pip.

AO2

The linking of the ‘cooling drink’ with the ’gravy’ 
much earlier is original and demonstrates good 
understanding of the novel: there is room for further 
use of literary terminology.

There is a lot of potential here for a very strong 
response, not all of which has been fully realised.

AO3

A clear understanding of the context informs the 
response at times.

The candidate goes straight into an account of the 
ways in which Joe’s diction ‘symbolises’ the Christian 
context, so AOs 2 & 3 are synthesised. The further 
contextual point about the class/character reversal is 
well made.

This is Level 4: relevant understanding and a clear 
personal response.



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Great Expectations – Charles Dickens – Exemplar Candidate Work

12

Script C Page 1 of 4

. . . continued



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Great Expectations – Charles Dickens – Exemplar Candidate Work

13

Script C Page 2 of 4

. . . continued



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Great Expectations – Charles Dickens – Exemplar Candidate Work

14

Script C Page 3 of 4

. . . continued



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Great Expectations – Charles Dickens – Exemplar Candidate Work

15

Script C Page 4 of 4



GCSE (9–1) English Literature Great Expectations – Charles Dickens – Exemplar Candidate Work

16

Script C 

Examiner commentary

AO1: 

A mature appreciation of Joe’s character opens 
the response with the promise of consideration of 
the ‘narrative perspective’. What follows is more 
narrative and the comments that ‘Pip has become a 
gentleman’ are at best premature at this stage. The 
paragraph on Joe’s monumental patience, vigilance 
and love is better and is supported by some reference 
to his diction. 

AO2: 

There is some understanding of language, form and 
structure. The point about forgiveness is clearly and 
well made. This is expanded with the links to ‘rustle 
of an angel’s wing’. This is all relevant analysis but 
could have been developed further. The comparative 
reference to Magwitch and Pumblechook’s pie is 
interesting but the rest is rather repetitious. 

AO3: 

The ways in which language and context are linked 
in the consideration of the biblical framework of the 
vocabulary and the overall concept of Pip’s ‘rebirth’ 
are effective.

Some good work on language and context put 
this on the boundary of Levels 3 and 4: some 
relevant textual references and quotations are 
selected to support the response.
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Script D 

Examiner commentary

AO1

Overall this demonstrates a genuinely personal 
response. Moving away from the extract in the 
question, there are some well-made references to 
elsewhere in the novel. Joe’s treatment of Orlick 
over Mrs Joe’s intervention on the matter of the 
half-holiday shows understanding of Joe’s loyalty, 
strength and sense of purpose rather than his ‘easy 
going compassion’. The account of Joe’s response to 
Jaggers’s offer of money is appreciated but would 
have benefitted from significant expansion and 
development. 

AO2

There is consideration of the use of the word ‘happy’: 
the idea of understatement is a good one to explore 
but the concept needs more detailed analysis. The 
idea of looking at different interpretations is, of course, 
in principle a very good approach, but the options 
offered here don’t quite work. The candidate would 
have benefited from closer analysis of the extract to 
support the points made.

AO3

There is some relevant comment on context: 
‘Victorian era’ doesn’t go far, rather like the 
‘fatherhood’.

A lot of promise here but the execution is flawed. 

The response is at the bottom of level 3.
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Script E 

Examiner commentary

AO1

This begins to develop a straightforward, personal 
response. A potentially strong point is broached with 
the references to Joe’s patience but the idea that he is 
‘paranoid’ is wide of the mark.  Again, the conclusion 
is assertive.

AO2

Although it begins with a quotation, the next section 
of the response is rather general and the attempt 
to see the symbolism of the body language in the 
extract is very worthy but doesn’t fully convince. 

There is certainly some potential here but there is little 
evidence of language analysis, rather description is 
foregrounded.

AO3

The candidate makes a general point about class 
versus morality. It is a good one but explained in 
very general terms so that the statement that Joe is a 
‘forgiving person’ is rather assertive.

This is Level 2 work.
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Script F

Examiner commentary

The candidate gives a simple narrative account of 
elements of the novel with some description and 
assertion. It is clearly written but does little to address 
any of the assessment objectives.

This is Level 1 work.
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