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Candidates are expected to demonstrate the following in the context of the content described:

ASSESSMENT OVERVIEW
COMPONENT TEXT TYPE MARKS/ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES
J352/01
Exploring modern 
and literary heritage 
texts

Section A:
Modern text prose or drama: two-part question

Section B:
19th century novel: choice of extract based or 
discursive essay

Section A:
Part a) 20 marks: AO1, AO3, AO2
Part b) 20 marks: AO1, AO2

Section B:
40 marks: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4

J352/02
Exploring poetry and 
Shakespeare

Section A:
Themed poetry cluster from OCR poetry anthology: 
two-part question

Section B:
Shakespeare play: choice of extract based or 
discursive essay

Section A:
Part a) 20 marks: AO2, AO1
Part b) 20 marks: AO1, AO2

Section B:
40 marks: AO1, AO2, AO3, AO4

Text in bold – dominant Assessment Objectives

ASSESSMENT OBJECTIVES

AO1 Read, understand and respond to texts.
Students should be able to:
•	 Maintain a critical style and develop an informed personal 

response
•	 Use textual references, including quotations, to support and 

illustrate interpretations.

AO2 Analyse the language, form and structure used by a writer 
to create meanings and effects, using relevant subject 
terminology where appropriate.

AO3 Show understanding of the relationships between texts and 
the contexts in which they were written.

AO4 Use a range of vocabulary and sentence structures for clarity, 
purpose and effect, with accurate spelling and punctuation.
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QUESTION TERMINOLOGY
In preparation for the exams, encourage students to explore, revisit and demystify these words as much as possible.
Ask students to consider how they would use the following words in their everyday lives and then to write their 
own definitions of them:

FOCUS
COMPARE
PRESENT
PRESENTATION
EXPLORE
AGREE
MOMENT

ROOTS
Look at the following word origins:

FOCUS
COMPARE
PRESENT
EXPLORE
AGREE
MOMENT

How far are each of these roots relevant to what students are being asked to do in exams now?  
Encourage some in-depth discussion at this point. 

Suggest that students rank them according to how relevant the root is when it comes to an exam question. 

Take an exam question and replace any of the words to the left with the students’ 
definitions.  How well does this work?  

Discuss how far their everyday understanding of these words informs their 
understanding of what is being asked of them in an exam.

Latin: fireplace or hearth which was the centre of the home

Latin: ‘with’ and ‘equal’

Latin: ‘to place before someone’

Latin: to ‘search out’

Latin: ‘to please’

Latin: movement
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LET’S TAKE A MOMENT  INTERPRETATION AND PERSONAL RESPONSE
The OCR GCSE English Literature J352 exam asks students to explore ‘moments’ in the texts they have studied.  
See separate scattergrams which shows two less obvious moments from Romeo and Juliet  and Jane Eyre  and how 
these might be interpreted.  

•	 Ask students to populate the empty boxes with other less obvious moments and develop an interpretation of 
one of these moments.

•	 Ask students to make another scattergram of obvious moments from the play (eg Romeo & Juliet - the lovers 
meet for the first time, the fight scene) and develop their own interpretation of one of these moments.

•	 Ask them to compare their interpretations and decide which one is more perceptive and engaging.
•	 To stretch students further ask them to open the text at any page and see if they can create a ‘moment’ from 

this and interpret it in their own way.  
•	 Ask them to use the grid below to help them identify what makes a ‘moment’.
•	 Encourage students to write an exam style question to accompany one or more of the above moments 

thinking about it from the point of view of theme, character, plot development or setting.

Moment:

How do you react, what does it 
make you feel?

How is it significant to the 
development of theme, 
character, plot or setting?

Why is it memorable?

How does it link to context?

Which key words or phrases 
could be memorised from this 
moment?

How does it reflect the author’s 
intentions?
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce. By clicking on ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ you can help us to ensure that our resources work for you. When the 
email template pops up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click ‘Send’. Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or are considering switching from your current provider/awarding organisation, you can 
request more information by completing the Expression of Interest form which can be found here: www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

Looking for a resource? There is now a quick and easy search tool to help find free resources for your qualification: www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/

OCR Resources: the small print

OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching method that is required by OCR. 
Whilst every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is acknowledged as the 
originator of this work. 

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: N/A

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

GCSE (9–1)

ENGLISH LITERATURE (J352)

mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20liked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20English%20Literature%20Assessment%20Preparation%20Materials%20%28Overview%29
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=I%20disliked%20the%20GCSE%20%289-1%29%20English%20Literature%20Assessment%20Preparation%20Materials%20%28Overview%29
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest
www.ocr.org.uk/i-want-to/find-resources/
mailto:resources.feedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=

