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Introduction
This is one of several live projects that have been 
marked within OCR centres. Each one, in its own way, 
provides insights into what makes for an excellent 
project. However, none of the projects is perfect and 
each of them provides useful pointers to common 
errors that moderators encounter. Therefore, both 
the strengths and weaknesses of each project will be 
discussed as an aid to teachers and students alike.

The Unit Recording Sheets [URS] used to record both 
marks and comments on each project have also been 
included and again some comments on best practice 
have been made. Teachers put enormous efforts into 
assessing their students’ work fairly, but that effort is 
better evidenced in some of these projects than in 
others. Clear, focussed comments on the URS and 
signposting, within the portfolio can be particularly 
supportive of a student’s efforts. Comments should 
support elements of the student’s work that may 
not be immediately obvious to the moderator from 
reading it. This includes reference to the student’s 
individual triumphs, particular difficulties they have 
encountered, their effectiveness in overcoming 
obstacles and the level of individual skills development 
the student has achieved. The watchwords here are 
know each student well and let the moderator know 
this is the case through what you write! 

Commentary can be found after the portfolio on 
page 86.
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Commentary
Marks awarded

A01 A02 A03 A04 Total

12 10 22 11 55

What it is about
In this dissertation based project focussing on a 
challenging area of Economics not covered in the 
student’s Economics A Level, she argues for a return 
to a strong manufacturing base for the UK economy 
in order to ensure prosperity. The topic was chosen 
to support the student’s university application.

General comments on strengths and weaknesses
This is a very good project that has some excellent 
elements, but also some significant limitations. The 
project provided a good level of challenge for a 
student whose only essay based subject was A Level 
History and who had not attempted an extended 
Economics essay before. Her portfolio was well-
ordered and supporting evidence has been pulled 
together in a clear and logical manner. There is a very 
good rationale and clear objectives. The monitoring 
is fairly thorough. The research shows evidence of 
initial systematic planning. However some of the 
planning and monitoring looks retrospective and the 
PPR is not well used. The dissertation lacks depth of 
analysis and contains a lot of unexplained terms.

Use of the URS and annotation
The teacher’s comments on the URS are thorough 
and specific and give very effective support to 
the marking. However, it is arguable that it is the 
teacher’s comments that carry this project well 
into A* territory rather than the substance of the 
project itself which probably hovers somewhere 
on the border of the A* / A grades. Annotation in 
the portfolio would have been helpful to further 
signpost the marking.

A01 
Why the marks were awarded
Full marks were given for this AO and the planning 
does have some clear strengths including the 
effective use of on-line planning tools, some carefully 
planned research and the  inclusion of a dissertation 
draft with annotations to show development of 
the work. There is strong evidence of contingency 
planning to aid time management.

Any weaknesses
The mark of 12 is over generous in the light of poor 
use of the PPR and a lack of really incisive responsive 
planning. The PPR seems to have been completed 
retrospectively and gives the impression that it 
was completed as a bit of a form filling exercise. It 
is worth ensuring that students really understand 
the importance of effective use of this required 
document. The planning for the dissertation lacks a 
little sophistication.

A02 
Why the marks were awarded
The comments on the URS are very helpful in 
supporting marks towards the top end of the mark 
band. The quality and variety of the secondary 
sources is excellent. There is some effective critical 
evaluation of these.

Any weaknesses
The project might have benefitted from some 
primary research. The bibliography is a trifle muddled 
and although selection of sources demonstrates 
skill, the collation of these is not sophisticated. The 
conclusion to the argument is well-framed, but the 
information supporting it is chunked together rather 
than being skilfully synthesised. Source evaluation 
of secondary research is fairly thorough, but fails to 
recognise political bias.
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A03
Why the marks were awarded
The mark of 22 for this AO is justified by both the 
teacher’s comments and evidence in the portfolio. It 
is clear that there has been substantial development 
of skills during the course of the project and the 
student has gone out of her way to acquire some 
of these, for instance teaching herself the Cornell 
method of note-taking. The evidence to support the 
A03 mark has been pulled together with skill.

Any weaknesses 
The project sometimes lacks the sophisticated 
application of analytical, decision making and 
problem solving skills. For example, although the 
outcome is reasonably successful, the dissertation 
contains many unexplained technical terms and 
would have benefitted from proof-reading. 

A04 
Why the marks were awarded 
There is good evidence of ongoing evaluation 
in the diary. The presentation offers a very good 
evaluation of the project and appears to have been 
very successful. The student has made a thorough 
evaluation of her own presentation performance 
using feedback from her audience. 

Any weaknesses 
The mid-project review lacks evidence of depth 
of analysis of progress and responsive planning 
based on the brief evaluations made. Some of the 
evaluation of the project appears to have been 
produced on pro formas that guide the student’s 
efforts to evaluate their work. This practice can 
undermine the impression of truly independent 
management and evaluation of the work.
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