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INTRODUCTION
This resource has been written for teachers to help them mark work accurately and understand OCR’s expectations.

The guide contains sample learner work for this unit and covers all learning objectives, graded at Marking Band 1 (MB1) and Marking 
Band 3 (MB3).

The accompanying commentary explains why each piece of work was awarded its grade.

For MB1 graded work, additional guidance has been added to suggest improvements that could be made to make it an MB2 graded 
piece of work.

For MB3 graded work, additional guidance has been added to explain why it was awarded that grade and not the lower grade of 
MB2.

Reproduction of Candidate’s Work

The candidates’ work within this document is reproduced for free of charge distribution to teachers in order to help them prepare 
candidates for examinations.  The work has been reproduced as submitted by the candidates.  Some of the work may contain third-
party material for which we are unaware of the source, the rights owner or the existence of any permission that the learner may have 
had to use the material.  If you are the owner of any third-party material contained within this document, and you wish to question 
its use, please contact The Resources Team at OCR through resourcesfeedback@ocr.org.uk

You MUST NOT allow your learners to copy the samples contained in this guide.  OCR moderators have been advised to report 
any copying, in whole or in part.  Misuse of these samples will lead to a malpractice investigation being conducted and would 
put all submitted learner work at risk of investigation.

mailto:resourcesfeedback%40ocr.org.uk?subject=
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Learning Objective 1 – Understand the key milestones of physical, 
intellectual and language development between 0-5 years

Sample Learner Work Marking Band 1

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Intellectual development milestones compared to the ‘norm’…
SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Marking commentary on MB1 sample learner work

The milestones of development for LO1 and LO2 have been linked together, however the age range should cover from 0-5 
years the candidate had only covered up to 3 years. The evidence shows a very basic understanding of the emotional and social 
developments there was some understanding of the correct sequence of developmental stages, but weak. Comparisons made were 
basic but were only given on a child up to the age of 3. Therefore because evidence submitted did not fully meet the grading criteria 
only MB1 can be awarded. There was no evidence of synopticity which is assessed in this unit, however was not included in any LO.

Suggested improvements to progress sample learner work to MB2

For evidence to meet middle of MB2 there needs to be a sound understanding of the social and emotional development from 0-5 
years. The correct sequences of the normal developmental stages should also be given with a range of relevant examples to support 
the evidence. Clear comparisons will be made on the child from 0-5.Commentary on what improvements/extra work need to be 
done to make it into the middle band MB2.
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Learning Objective 2 – Understand the key milestones of emotional 
and social development between 0-5 years

Sample Learner Work Marking Band 1

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Marking commentary on MB1 sample learner work

The milestones of development for LO1 and LO2 have been linked together, however the age range should cover from 0-5 years 
the candidate had only covered up to 3 years. The evidence shows a very basic understanding of the physical and intellectual 
developments. Language development had been omitted by the candidate. There was some understanding of the correct 
sequence of developmental stages, but weak. Comparisons made were basic but were only given on a child up to the age of 3. 
There were some errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar.  Candidates should also demonstrate a clear understanding of 
the terminology of the unit overall. The candidate has met enough of the grading criteria to achieve the mid-mark range for MB1 
however there are too many omissions to go beyond MB1.

Suggested improvements to progress sample learner work to MB2

For evidence to meet middle of MB2 there needs to be a sound understanding of the physical intellectual and language 
development from 0-5 years. The correct sequences of the normal developmental stages should also be given with a range of 
relevant examples to support the evidence. Clear comparisons will be made on the child from 0-5.The candidate has misunderstood 
the purpose of of the ‘comments’ column - this is to allow candidates to draw clear comparisons between the child and the 
expected developmental milestone.  In a case like this, teachers may give general feedback to the candidate that they have not 
achieved this part of the grading criteria, and the candidate is allowed to redraft this again before submission to OCR.  Spelling, 
punctuation and grammar would need to be improved so that there are only minor errors throughout.
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Plug sockets

All the plug sockets should have covers on them to prevent children from sticking objects or there fingers into the socket.  
This could be extremly dangerous as they could get electrocuted. 

Fire extinguishers

The fire regulations say that their should be a fire extinguisher by each exit, so the nursery needs a lot more.  They only 
have one extinguisher in the toiles.  This is not a good place as it would cause a delay if there was a fire.  So they should 
buy more extinguishers so that one can be put by each exit.

First Aid Box

This is in the boy’s toilet.  It should be much more central, say on the wall by the kitchen.  If it was there it would be easily 
accessible from anywhere in the nursery and it makes sense to have it by the kitchen as this is probably a high risk area 
for cuts and burns anyway.

Water play area

This needs re-locating.  Water spills would be dangerous where it is as children will be walking past it all the time to go to 
the toilet.  It would make more sense to have it nearer the kitchen as the water could be got from their without having 
to walk too far.  It would also be near the easels which also need water.  Two activity tables could be moved to where the 
water play was, this would create more space to walk through the nursery without having to walk through the wet play 
area.

No door on kitchen

This is essential to stop children wandering into the kitchen where they could cut themselves on knives or get burned.   
A door with a swipe card could be used then only staff could get into the kitchen.

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Open bin area

This is very unhygienic.  All the rubbish should be in enclosed bins and it would be better with a door over the bin area to 
make it completly safe.  Otherwise children could be exposed to germs or could cut themselves on rubbish.  It could be 
moved outside into a secure area this would be even better.

Entrance doors and gate

All the doors should have key pad locks to ensure no unauthorised persons can enter the nursery.  It will also stop any 
children from wundering off.

Swings

The swings are not in a very good position.  They are two close to the double doors out of the nursery.  The swings should 
be moved to the grassed areas by the right hand side of the doors.  This would mean that children on the swings would 
not hit people coming out of the doors.

Toys
The toys should be bought from reputable suppliers to ensure they are safe and of good quality.  The nursery should 
check the age they are suitable for to make sure they are ok for the nursery.  These are safety lables on toys and these 
should be looked for when buying toys for the nursery.

Marking commentary on MB1 sample learner work

There is limited evidence on the types of risks and hazards, with some ways of protecting early years children being explained. Risk 
assessment documentation was included but it was considered to be for a generic nursery as there was no inclusion of a witness 
statement. Candidates must individually complete a risk assessment on a real nursery.  It is good practice to include a witness 
statement as this proves risk assessment took place.  The assessment evidence grid requires the risk assessment to be carried out. A 
plan was included for a safe environment but showed limited annotation and the plan was also used for the risk assessment.

Suggested improvements to progress sample learner work to MB2

There should be a clear explanation of the types of risks and hazards and different ways of protecting early years children should be 
supported with relevant examples, to show a clear understanding. The risk assessment should be carried out - (not done generically) 
in an early years setting, with a witness statement to show how competently it had been completed. Correct and appropriate risk 
assessment documentation should be included. There should be a plan of an early years environment showing some safety features 
some of which will have examples and purposes of their use explained.

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Learning Objective 1 – Understand the key milestones of physical, 
intellectual and language development between 0-5 years

Sample Learner Work Marking Band 3

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Marking commentary on MB3 sample learner work

There was a thorough and clear understanding of the physical, intellectual and language developmental milestones covering 
the whole range for children between the 0-5 years. There was a detailed comparison of a child aged between 0-5 years and the 
developmental norms. There was a range of relevant examples covering 0 - 5 years and the relevance of their use was justified.

Why it was awarded MB3 not MB2

The reasons why it was considered MB3 and not MB2 was it was considered that the command words for MB3 were thoroughly met 
more so than those of MB2. The evidence presented was more than sound and explanations and comparisons were detailed rather 
than clear. A thorough understanding was shown; however to award MB3 this would need to be sound.

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Learning Objective 2 – Understand the key milestones of emotional 
and social development between 0-5 years

Sample Learner Work Marking Band 3

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Marking commentary on MB3 sample learner work

There was a thorough and clear understanding of the social and emotional developmental milestones covering the whole range for 
children between the 0-5 years. There was a detailed comparison of a child aged between 0-5 years and the developmental norms. 
There was a range of relevant examples covering 0 - 5 years and the relevance of their use was justified. There were few errors and 
in most parts no errors in spelling, punctuation and grammar in the evidence. The candidate had clearly drawn upon relevant skills/
knowledge and understanding from other units in the specification.

Why it was awarded MB3 not MB2

The reasons why it was considered MB3 and not MB2 was it was considered that the command words for MB3 were thoroughly met 
more so than those of MB2. The evidence presented was more than sound and explanations and comparisons were detailed rather 
than clear. A thorough understanding was shown, however to award MB2 this would need to be sound. It was not deemed MB2 as 
spelling, punctuation and grammar was well observed throughout and showed there were no minor errors. Synopticity was clear 
and relevant rather than evidence having some relevance which would have awarded the evidence MB2.  Links have clearly been 
made to the other units that the candidate had studied eg: how unit R025 had been used and this reinforced the knowledge of 
physical, intellectual, language, emotional and social developments in this unit.
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Learning Objective 3 – Be able to create a safe environment to protect 
children (in an early years setting)

Sample Learner Work Marking Band 3

SAMPLE LEARNER WORK
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Marking commentary on MB3 sample learner work

There was a detailed explanation of the types of risks and hazards in an early years setting, clearly annotated and comprehensively 
written. Evidence showed different ways early years children need to be protected. Appropriate examples were included to support 
the evidence. The risk assessment documentation was appropriate and clearly showed the candidate had a thorough understanding 
of how a risk assessment should be carried out. Best practice was also followed by the inclusion of a detailed witness statement, 
showing the competency of the candidate in carrying out the risk assessment. A very detailed plan was included showing all areas 
of an early years setting, the diagram was annotated extensively showing how to promote and maintain a safe environment for 
children in an early years setting. There were many features with extensive examples to support the evidence. MB3 awarded.

Why it was awarded MB3 not MB2

Rather than only presenting clear explanations of risks and hazards with some supporting examples, the candidate reached the MB3 
band because they had presented a detailed explanation.  This evidence was more detailed and showed a thorough understanding. 
The witness statements also supported the command words of MB3 not MB2. The plan would need to be clear evidence submitted 
was detailed. For MB2 it would be sufficient to present a few examples with only some features given.  Here MB3 could be awarded 
as the candidate included many features and examples and explained the purposes.
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