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EAL starter activity ideas
Oral rehearsal, pre-teaching, visual clues, practical tasks and paired/group work best supported EAL children in class and this was backed up by Ofsted’s comments that the school has students that ‘develop highly advanced writing skills’ (Ofsted, 2012).

(1) Aim: to deconstruct language 
You tube clip to watch 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0KgXBpemWSs 
No sound: What words can you use to describe what you see?
With sound: What are the key messages of the clip? Is there any language you don’t understand?
Follow up: talk it through, list any unfamiliar words and define them 

(2) Aim: To use key terms in context
Students in pairs sit back to back, with a small whiteboard and pens. One student picks a key term related to the topic and draws an image for the other student to guess the key term.
Follow up: the students write their own definitions of the key terms, the teacher could give them a basic prompt sheet.

(3) Aim: To use key terms in context
To help students build a glossary of key terms for a topic, this can be done at the beginning and end of the topic. Start with more basic key terms, ask students working in pairs or small groups and match images, with key terms and their definitions. Ask students to say each one and their definitions to each. 
Follow up: Students could use the key terms in a sentence and underline them so that they understand them in context of the topic. 
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