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Option 1: Sparta

Answer all of Section A and two questions from Section B.

SECTION A

1 Fill the boxes with the correct information about Lykourgos. One box has been done for you.

dining clubs 

full-time army

heated baths

public libraries

the education system

a. Which three things did 
Lykourgos establish in Sparta? 1. full-time army Example

2.

3.

to control Helots

to encourage more visitors

to make everyone equal

to make Sparta wealthy

b. Why did Lykourgos establish 
these things? 1.

2.

 [4]
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2 Six of the sentences below are true of Sparta. Tick the correct sentences. One has been done for 
you.

 Tick five more correct sentences.

 
The Spartans controlled the land in Laconia and Messenia.

 
3 Example

 
It was easy to get from Athens to Sparta.

 

 
Reeds grew in the river near Sparta.

 

 
Sparta had mountains on both sides.

 

 
Spartans used the nearby areas for hunting and fishing.

 

 
Sparta was on a small island.

 

 
Sparta was reached through narrow mountain passes.

 

 
Sparta was surrounded by massive walls.

 

 
The coastline was marshy and rugged.

 

 
The land around Sparta was useless for growing crops.

 

 
There was a huge lake near Sparta.

 
 [5]



4

© OCR 2017

3 Tick the correct box to complete each sentence about Sparta and other Greeks.

 The first one has been done for you.

 The Spartans thought that other Greeks put too much effort into …

  A breeding animals. 

  B growing crops. 

  C philosophy and art. 3 Example

  D war and fighting. 

 (a) Much of our written evidence about Spartans comes from …

  A educated Spartans. 

  B female authors. 

  C other Greeks. 

  D religious writers.  [1]

 (b) A writer who wrote about Spartan women was …

  A Herakles. 

  B Leonidas. 

  C Lykourgos. 

  D Plutarch.  [1]

 (c) Written evidence about Sparta is often …

  A biased. 

  B comic. 

  C honest. 

  D romantic.  [1]

 (d) Other Greeks thought that Spartans …

  A ate too much food. 

  B gave women too much freedom. 

  C spent too much money. 

  D were too well educated.  [1]
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4 Match up the people with their jobs in Sparta. One has been done for you.

 

eirenes
ephor
helots
paidonomos
perioikoi
Spartiatai
women

People Jobs

eirenes disciplining boys Example

craft and trade

farm work and weaving

household management

supervising boys’ education

training and fighting

 [5]
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5 Tick the correct answer. The first one has been done for you.

 Who went to Delphi to find out how to improve Sparta?

  A Aristophanes 

  B Aristotle 

  C Lykourgos 3 Example

  D Xenophon 

 (a) Which people in Sparta went through the education system?

  A helots 

  B kings 

  C perioikoi 

  D Spartiatai  [1]

 (b) Who got drunk to teach boys a lesson?

  A helots 

  B old men 

  C teenagers 

  D women  [1]

 (c) What did young men in the krypteia do?

  A kill helots 

  B kill perioikoi 

  C sleep with women 

  D steal money  [1]

 (d) What did young men hope to join after finishing their education?

  A the gerousia 

  B their wife’s family 

  C the library 

  D the syssitia  [1]
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6 Choose words from the list below to complete the information about the army in Sparta. You 
should use a word only once. One has been done for you.

 
redA Spartan soldier wore a ..................................... cloak. He carried a long ..................................... 

and a short ..................................... ; he also had a bronze ..................................... to protect himself 

and the man next to him in the ..................................... . Commands were given to the soldiers using 

..................................... . Sometimes the Spartans pretended to ..................................... to trick the 

enemy. On campaign the soldiers slept in ..................................... but when they were at home they 

slept in ..................................... .

arrow
barracks
black
bow
caves
cry
helmet
houses
music

notes
phalanx
red
retreat
shield
spear
sword
tents
trench

 [8]
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SECTION B

Answer any two questions; you must answer all parts of the questions you choose.

EITHER

7 Look at the picture below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 (a) In Sparta, who would have made items such as the one in the drawing? What were their 
other jobs?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Explain why Spartan pottery looked like this.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) Do you think Spartan families would have enjoyed living in their houses?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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8 Read the passage below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 The rule about marriage in Sparta was this: they said that the husband should be ashamed to be 
seen entering his wife’s room or leaving it. With this restriction the desire of the one for the other 
was increased, and their children were bound to be stronger than if they spent as much time as 
they wanted with one another.

 Xenophon, Constitution of the Spartans 1, 5 (adapted)

 (a) Using the passage as a starting point, describe Spartan marriage customs.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Explain how the women made a positive contribution to Spartan society.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) Do you think the men or the women did more to uphold Spartan ideals?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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9 Read the passage below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 The kings alone give decisions on cases about girls who inherit their fathers’ property and who 
they should marry if their fathers have not promised them to anyone. Also, if a man wants to adopt 
a son, he must do it in presence of the kings. They sit in council with the elders, who are twenty-
eight in number, and if they do not come, the elders who are most closely related to them shall 
have the privileges of the kings and give two votes besides their own.

 Herodotus, Histories 6, 57 (adapted)

 (a) Using the passage to help you, describe what Spartan kings did.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Explain how the power of the kings was limited.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) Do you think it was a good idea that the kings did not go through the agoge?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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Option 2: Pompeii

Answer all of Section A and two questions from Section B.

SECTION A

10 Fill the boxes with the correct information about the amphitheatre to complete the sentences. One 
box has been done for you.

a canvas awning

a high domed roof

a wall around the arena

boxes for important spectators

tiered seating

a. Which three were features of the 
amphitheatre in Pompeii? 1. a wall around the arena Example

2.

3.

beast hunts

gladiators fighting

opera and ballet

pantomimes

b. What shows happened in the 
amphitheatre? 1.

2.

 [4]
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11 Six of the following are features of the site of Pompeii.

 Tick the correct features. One has been done for you.

 Tick five more correct features.

 Pompeii was a good place to settle because it had…

 
a pleasant climate.

 
3 Example

 
a lava spur for defence.

 

 
a natural harbour for boats.

 

 
a nearby river for water.

 

 
 a rocky desert area to discourage attackers.

 

 
deep gold mines.

 

 
fertile soil to grow crops.

 

 
forests providing wood and other resources.

 

 
hot springs to heat baths.

 

 
large marble quarries.

 

 
mountains all the way round for defence.

 
 [5]



16

© OCR 2017

12 Tick the correct box to complete each sentence about the houses in Pompeii.

 The first one has been done for you.

 The Alexander mosaic was found in the …

  A Forum. 

  B House of the Faun. 3 Example

  C House of the Vettii. 

  D Stabian Baths. 

 (a) The usual place in a Pompeian house to greet guests was the …

  A atrium/main room. 

  B bathing area. 

  C garden. 

  D shops.  [1]

 (b) In a Pompeian house, a rain water pool (impluvium) was located in the …

  A atrium/main room. 

  B bathing area. 

  C garden. 

  D kitchen.  [1]

 (c) At the house of the Vettii they had …

  A a bathing area. 

  B a large garden. 

  C a tablinum/study. 

  D two shops.  [1]

 (d) At the house of the Faun they had …

  A one atrium. 

  B one entrance. 

  C two balconies. 

  D two gardens.  [1]
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13 Match up the buildings in the forum with their uses. One has been done for you.

 

basilica
comitium
Eumachia building
horrea
porticoes
temple of the Lares
weights and measures office

buildings Uses

porticoes school and socialising Example

cloth makers’ building

court cases

grain store

voting

worship to protect Pompeii

 [5]
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14 Tick the correct answers. The first one has been done for you.

 Where would traders stay when they visited Pompeii?

  A hostels 

  B hotels 

  C inns 3 Example

  D tents 

 (a) Where would Pompeians go for a quick snack?

  A to the amphitheatre 

  B to the harbour 

  C to the palaestra 

  D to the thermopolia  [1]

 (b) Which was the most usual Pompeian snack?

  A bread, wine and olives 

  B milk and biscuits 

  C rice and peas 

  D roasted peacock  [1]

 (c) Who ran a snack bar in Pompeii?

  A Asellina 

  B Fiorelli 

  C Jupiter 

  D Pliny  [1]

 (d) For what animals was there accommodation at some inns?

  A cows 

  B goats 

  C horses 

  D pigs  [1]
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15 Choose words from the list below to complete the description of the government in Pompeii. You 
should use a word only once. One has been done for you.

 
richThe magistrates in Pompeii were usually ..................................... citizens. They were chosen by 

..................................... . The most important magistrates in Pompeii were the ..................................... 

who were in charge of trials in the law courts and the public money. There were two more 

magistrates called ..................................... who looked after the ..................................... for trade and 

..................................... for transport and ..................................... of the gods. Some of the craftsmen 

in Pompeii joined ..................................... to support each other in their trade. The town council was 

made up of 100 ..................................... who met in the curia/meeting hall.

aediles
cults
decurions
duovirs
graffiti
guilds
lot
markets
merchants

ministers
poor
priests
rich
roads
sailors
slaves
temples
voting

 [8]
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SECTION B

Answer any two questions; you must answer all parts of the questions you choose.

EITHER

16 Look at the picture below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 (a) Using the picture as a starting point, explain why the Stabian baths were designed and built 
the way they were.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Describe the heating system at the Stabian baths.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) ‘Just men lazing around.’ Is this a fair assessment of how the baths were used? Explain your 
answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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17 Look at the picture below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 (a) Describe the commercial buildings in the Forum. Use the picture to help you.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Explain the importance of the temples in the Forum to the people in Pompeii.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) ‘The Forum was important only for free men.’ How far do you agree with this statement?

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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18 Read the passage below and then answer all the questions that follow.

 My uncle hurried to the place which everyone else was hastily leaving, steering his course straight 
into the danger zone. He was completely fearless, describing each new movement and phase of 
the threat and noting it down exactly as he observed it. Ash was already falling, hotter and thicker 
as the ships drew near, followed by bits of pumice and blackened stones, charred and cracked by 
the flames. Then suddenly there was shallow water and the shore was blocked by the debris from 
the mountain.

 Pliny, Letters 6, 16 (adapted)

 (a) Describe the warning signs of the eruption that happened in 79AD.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]
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 (b) Use the passage to help you to explain why there were so few bodies found in Pompeii.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

 (c) Do you think that Pliny or the archaeological remains of Pompeii tell us more about the 
eruption and its effects? Explain your answer.

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 ...................................................................................................................................................

 .............................................................................................................................................. [5]

END OF QUESTION PAPER



26

© OCR 2017

ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional space is required, you should use the following lined page(s). The question number(s) 
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