Anyone who has been thinking about keeping sheep or seen the miracle of a newborn lamb taking its first breath will agree that there is a great deal of pleasure to be experienced in keeping and caring for a flock of sheep.

The land will need to be securely fenced.  Drinking water should be available at all times.  A hectare should provide grazing for up to 5 mothers.  If they are allowed to escape they can be a constant source of annoyance to your self and to your neighbours.
Hedges can be difficult with weak spots or poisonous species such as yew or rhododendron.  Brambles can become entangled in the wool.  Far superior is rectangular mesh wire and stakes not more than 2 metres apart.

Sheep are good grass mowers keeping your grass short.
Good quality hay should be fed from racks or hay boxes and must be kept dry at all times.

Provide access to a balanced mineral supplement in a waterproof container at all times.

HOUSING

The house need not be an enclosed or elaborate building.  It should be sited with its back to the prevailing wind with a good overhang to the roof both front and back.  If the front overhang is angled downwards it will prevent rain from blowing onto the bedding.
The building should have solid walls made of brick or stone with no draught at floor level.  Barley straw provides the best bedding material.  It is superior to wheat, rye or oat straw, all of which very soon get trampled flat whereas barley straw stays light and open textured for much longer.  The mothers will eat most of the leaf from the stems.

SUPPLEMENTARY FOOD

Any mothers in the later stages of pregnancy will require concentrates.  Start feeding 6 weeks before lambing.
LAMBING

Lambing time can be the most rewarding, demanding and sometimes the most stressful time of the year.

Following a successful birth the ewe normally begins to lick the lamb clean and dry.  The lamb after a few minutes, gets to its feet makes its way to the ewe’s udder and begins to suck vigorously.

