FIRE SAFETY

Our new building is now ready for occupation.  Some staff have been recruited and are due to start work within the next few weeks.  The Maintenance Department is fully operational and is working hard to ensure that all work areas are habitable and safe.

We have now set up a fire safety section which operates within the Maintenance Department and includes fire marshals who represent their departments.
We consulted with the local fire service to ensure that our alarm system and evacuation procedures are appropriate to the circumstances of all our workforce.

A very thorough and extensive examination has been carried out and evacuation procedures put in place.  A number of practice fire drills will take place within the next few days.

Before these drills take place, it is important that staff become fully conversant with the evacuation procedure and assembly point for their work area.  A number of notices have been printed in full colour and displayed in various locations throughout the building.

There are high quality interlinked smoke alarms that are mains powered but also have a battery back-up.  Each of these units contains a fire detector and a warning device as standard.

In case of fire, a warning system will sound and this will be clearly heard in all areas of the building.  We have ensured that distinctive flashing and rotating lights are fitted close to those who are hard of hearing.

Fire-fighting equipment is provided for employees’ use.  Portable extinguishers are divided into five categories.

The most useful form of fire-fighting equipment for general fire risks is the mobile water-type extinguisher.

One member of staff from each floor will receive full training on the use of mobile fire extinguishers.  We hope eventually to have many other employees trained in their use.  We advise employees not to tackle a fire or to try to use extinguishers

Checks and routine maintenance of all fire safety measures and equipment will be carried out on a regular basis.  The fire officer will ensure the reliability and safe operation of all mobile fire extinguishers as well as fire alarms and emergency lighting systems.
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