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Section A

Answer this question.

1    Millennium Development Goals (MDGs)

In 2000, world leaders at a United Nations summit agreed to set Millennium 
Development Goals to be achieved by 2015. These covered poverty, hunger, health, 
education, equality, environment and global partnership. MDG reports were to be 
produced regularly for all developing and transition economies.

A recent UN report compared progress in achieving economic development by 2002 
to the position in 1990. Fig. 1 gives data from this report for three regions in Asia.

Fig. 1  Selected indicators for three regions in Asia, 1990 and 2002

East Asia South Eastern Asia Southern Asia

Indicator 1990 2002 1990 2002 1990 2002

Real GDP per capita, 
US$

351 943 1012 1421 379 547

Undernourishment, %  16  11   17   13  25  22

Enrolment in primary 
education, %

 98  92   92   91  73  80

Under 5 years mortality 
rate, per 1000

 48  38   78   48 126  93

Access to improved 
water supply, %

 72  78   73   79  71  84

Urban population living 
in slums, %

 41  36   37   28  64  59
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In the same report, progress by 2004 towards achieving the 2015 MDGs was 
assessed. Fig. 2 comments on this progress for the same regions in Asia.

Fig. 2  Progress in achieving selected MDGs for three regions in Asia

Goal East Asia South Eastern 
Asia Southern Asia

Reduce extreme poverty by half met on track on track

Reduce hunger by half
progress but 

lagging
progress but 

lagging
progress but 

lagging

Universal primary schooling on track lagging
progress but 

lagging

Reduce under 5 years mortality 
by two-thirds

progress but 
lagging

on track
progress but 

lagging

Halve proportion without 
improved water in urban areas

declining access
high access, no 

change
met

Halve proportion without 
improved water in rural areas

progress but 
lagging

progress but 
lagging

met

Improve the life of slum dwellers
progress but 

lagging
on track some progress

 (a) Using Fig. 1, explain:

  (i) which region is most likely to have achieved greatest economic growth between 1990 
and 2002; [2]

  (ii) which region was the least developed in 2002. [3]

 (b) Comment on one possible reason why different regions within the same continent might have 
achieved different levels of economic development. [4]

 (c) Using Fig. 2, explain:

  (i) which MDG is most likely to be achieved by 2015; [2]

  (ii) which region is least likely to achieve its MDGs by 2015. [3]

 (d) Discuss the extent to which the data in Figs. 1 and 2 matches that needed to construct the 
Human Development Index. [6]
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Section B

Answer one question.

2 (a) Explain the limitations of Rostow’s model in accounting for the process of development. [10]

 (b) Discuss the extent to which a country’s level of development is solely the result of economic 
forces. [15]

3 (a) Explain why developing countries often face macro-economic instability. [10]

 (b) Discuss the possible contribution of the World Bank, the IMF and non-government 
organisations (NGOs) in promoting greater macro-economic stability in developing countries.
 [15]

4 (a) Explain how the employment situation in the world’s least developed countries limits their 
prospects of development. [10]

 (b) Discuss whether a policy of increasing fixed capital stock or improving human capital is better 
able to promote development. [15]
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