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BRAIN ABSCESS

A brain abscess is a |ife-?hreatening infection and can be bacterial, fungal or viral.
Sympt_om_s vary, depending on which part of the head is affected. 1t usually occurs as a
complication caused by infection in another part of the body.

he swelling can also disrupt the blood and oxygen supply to the head, which can be fatal if

left untreated. 4———————

ROUTES FOR INFECTION o awomoel of defences

Disease of the head is very rare because the body has/to safeguard this vital organ. One of
these defences is a thick mem brane which filters out impurities from the blood before
allowing it into the brain. In some people infection can breach this defence and infect the

The most common routes for infection are via the blood, direct contagion or direct trauma.
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TREATMENT
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CRANIOTOMY

The surgeon will shave a section of hai?tro gain access. The pus will then be drained. ACT
scanner is used during the operation so that the surgeon can accurately locate the exact
position of the infection. After aspiration, the bone is replaced and held in position with
stitches and then allowed to heal.
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RECOVERY pece O ‘oone

Following craniotomy the patient will have to stay\for several weekslin hospital jso that the

functions of the body can be supported durirg+esevery from the effects of the br%ia gbscess: !

A number of CT scans will be carried out to make sure all the infection has been
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The most commonly reported symptoms include pain, fever, confusion and weakness or
paralysis on one side of the body. The infection can be extremely serious because the
swelling can damage the brain. . .
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After brain surgery youmust-be-sure-yernelify the Driving and Vehicle Licence Authority
(DVLA). They will suspend a driving licence until the GP or surgeon confirms that the patient

is now safe to drive. This is due to the increased risk of an epileptic fit and for most patients
their licence is returned six months after surgery if no seizures occur.
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HAND WASHING
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In the home, use hot, soapyfuater, lathering both the hands for at least 20 seconds, paying

attention to your fingertips, nails and wrists. The hands should then be rinsed thoroughly and
dried with a towel.

Hand sanitizers are available in hospitals, doctors’ reception areas and-purseries and other
situations where soap and water are not available.
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MEDICAL LIBRARY

These items have been added and are available for short term |oan. They must be returned
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