
BRAIN ABSCESS
A brain abscess is a life-threatening infection and can be bacterial, fungal or viral.  Symptoms vary, depending on which part of the head is affected.  It usually occurs as a complication caused by infection in another part of the body.
The swelling can also disrupt the blood and oxygen supply to the head, which can be fatal if left untreated.
ROUTES FOR INFECTION

Disease of the head is very rare because the body has to safeguard this vital organ.  One of these defences is a thick mem brane which filters out impurities from the blood before allowing it into the brain.  In some people infection can breach this defence and infect the brain.

The most common routes for infection are via the blood, direct contagion or direct trauma.

TREATMENT

Treatment depends on the size of the abscess.  Intensive medication is often prescribed if the swelling is very small.
CRANIOTOMY

The surgeon will shave a section of hair to gain access.  The pus will then be drained.  A CT scanner is used during the operation so that the surgeon can accurately locate the exact position of the infection.  After aspiration, the bone is replaced and held in position with stitches and then allowed to heal.
RECOVERY

Following craniotomy the patient will have to stay for several weeks in hospital so that the functions of the body can be supported during recovery from the effects of the brain abscess.  A number of CT scans will be carried out to make sure all the infection has been taken away.

The most commonly reported symptoms include pain, fever, confusion and weakness or paralysis on one side of the body.  The infection can be extremely serious because the swelling can damage the brain.

After brain surgery you must be sure you notify the Driving and Vehicle Licence Authority (DVLA).  They will suspend a driving licence until the GP or surgeon confirms that the patient is now safe to drive.
This is due to the increased risk of an epileptic fit and for most patients their licence is returned six months after surgery if no seizures occur.

