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Introduction

Background

Following a review of 14 – 19 education and the Secondary Curriculum Review, the Qualifications and Curriculum Authority (QCA) has revised the subject criteria for GCSEs, for first teaching in September 2009. This applies to all awarding bodies.

The new GCSEs have more up-to-date content and encourage the development of personal, learning and thinking skills in your students.

We’ve taken this opportunity to redevelop all our GCSEs, to ensure they meet your requirements. These changes will give you greater control of assessment activities and make the assessment process more manageable for you and your students. Controlled assessment will be introduced for most subjects.

From September 2012 assessment tasks may be undertaken at any point between release of the task and the examination series for which the task must be submitted. Centres must ensure that candidates undertake a task that is valid for submission in the year in which the candidate intends to submit it. 
OCR has produced a summary brochure, which summarises the changes to Religious Studies A. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced these Schemes of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for Religious Studies A. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

OCR involves teachers in the development of new support materials to capture current teaching practices tailored to our new specifications. These support materials are designed to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work
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	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity)

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Christian teaching about the origins of the world 

(1 hour)
	Students think about how the world might have begun

Brainstorm ideas

Write a recipe to show what is needed to make a world (3 spoonfuls of oxygen, 1 pack of soil, 3 litres of water...)

Read what is said in Genesis about creation of the world

Make a chart/diagram to show how the world began according to Genesis Ch 1 
	Genesis Ch 1 - 2:4

Nelson Thornes - Discovery p. 48-49
	Use as baseline assessment to inform next steps

Formative assessment

	Additional teaching about the origin of the world - God as a personal Creator

(1 hour)
	Use a diagram from Biology text to show a human being. Discuss the components (skeleton, flesh, blood etc)

Read Genesis Ch 2. Describe how God made humans

Homework - compare the two accounts
	Genesis 2:5 - 22
	Find out from science department what is covered in KS3 on the human body

Encourage a variety of ways of completing homework


	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Scientific theories about the origin of the world

(1 hour + homework)
	Five amazing things about the world.... (consider using photos of natural phenomena as stimulus)

Research key theories from Charles Darwin and Charles Lyell

Prepare fact sheets/news report to show main points of both

Homework: make a list of any issues you can see between Christian and Scientific ideas
	Photos/images from internet

ICT activity - use a variety of websites

[image: image6.png]OCRY

RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




	This could be completed as an electronic or hard copy or consider cartoon strip for the artists

Can lead to summative assessment 

Be sensitive to issues related to Creationism

	The relationship between religious and scientific ideas about the origin of the world

(1 hour + homework)
	Recap from homework

Draw up a mind map of issues identified

Consider different Christian responses to the relationship between Biblical accounts and scientific theories

Make notes on literal, fundamental, liberal believers and explain how their belief affects the issues of Creation

Homework - exam question
	http://www.damaris.org/relessonsonline/
- Christianity, Science & the Environment section 3

Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 6 p. 156

Zig Zag OCR Philosophy & Ethics Companion p. 25-27

Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 6 p. 159
	Use as baseline assessment

Useful to benchmark GCSE Grade

	The place of humanity in relation to animals

 (2 hours)
	Recap on Genesis account - animals made before humans and are considered to be our responsibility

Explain how humans might be seen to be superior to animals - use same/different columns or a mind map. Compare answers

Homework - prepare a debate - are humans more important than animals

Hold debate next lesson by asking groups to prepare one side of the argument and nominate speakers

Vote on outcome as a values continuum

Write up conclusions as a summary
	Genesis Ch 1 - esp. v 28-30

Pearson OCR Religious Studies Philosophy Student Book Unit 6 p. 158

Nelson Thornes - Discovery p. 48-49

Use ’agree’ one end of continuum and ‘disagree’ as the other end. Ask students to decide where they are along the line and to justify their position
	Will show what has been learnt previously

Notice that Adam is made ‘in God’s image and is told to name the animals and to rule over them

It is important to introduce the idea of ‘soul’ here and to raise the issue of whether animals have souls (Quaker view) or not

Formative assessment opportunity

Encourage personal decision making based on learning rather than seeking agreement

Can be used to stretch & challenge students or to help less able by providing writing frames


	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Attitudes to animals and their treatment

(1–2 hours + homework) 
	Class survey -  who has pets? Why do people have pets and how do they look after them?

Issues to consider include the use of animals -
1)
for food/clothing - is it right to kill animals to eat or for fur/leather

2) 
for medical/cosmetic testing is there a difference between the two?

3) 
work & leisure - horse riding, working animals, blood sports, zoos

Presentation on findings from research, linked to Christian views - Biblical and Church based

Homework - explain how the idea that humans are more important than animals influences Christian views on animal testing for medical research
	Acts Ch 10 : 9-16 Peter’s Vision

Hodder Murray Ethics Through Christianity 

p. 40-43

Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Ethics 
Unit 2 p. 43 

www.navs.org 

Genesis 1: 27

Acts 10:9-16 

http://flatplanetproject.com 
	Use this as a timed  starter - it will take over a lesson otherwise

Works well as a research task

Note views of Roman Catholics/C of E regarding the good of humans set against avoidance of suffering

Structured debate will provide a wide range of views that will need underpinning by the faith perspective to maintain relevance. Summative assessment 




	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Responses to environmental issues

(1 hour)
	Use photos from news/magazines to show a wide variety of scenes of pollution/nature/natural beauty. Students to rank them according to damage being done to the world

Investigate one or more of acid rain, destruction of the ozone layer, industrial waste, global warming and explain how they are affecting the quality of life now and in the future

Brainstorm ways in which individuals can help to reduce environmental destruction -recycling, reusing, cut down on what is used, use safer products etc
	Magazines, newspapers, news items, adverts, any media

Nelson Thornes Christianity & Moral Issues 

p. 42-43

Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 6 p. 159

www.greenpeace.org.uk
www.foe.co.uk
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Topical area of study

Formative assessment 

Formative assessment


	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Concept of stewardship

(1 hour + homework)
	Paired work - consider the role of a steward at a football match/entertainment and identify the jobs that they are expected to do

Group work - decide how this might relate to the idea of stewardship in the world. Write a job description for a person who is to look after the environment and the world as a whole. What skills would they need? What would they need to pay attention to? 

Christian ideas about stewardship - the idea that they should look after the world & protect it

Homework - explain how a Christian can show care for the environment in their lives
	Look at a description of a steward on the web to see what functions they perform. Ask for personal anecdotes of experiences at large events to show work of stewards

Pearson OCR Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 6 p. 159

Nelson Thornes Discovery p. 50-51
	Peer led formative assessment

Can be used summatively and lead to exam revision


]
	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	10 hours
	Topic
	Responsibility for the planet

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Religious teachings related to environmental issues

(1 hour)

1 hour revision/recap
	
	Genesis 1:26, 2:19-20

Psalm 24:1

Psalm 8:6

Luke 12:22- 23
	These can be used in conjunction with the two previous sections or as a stand alone section


	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	War, peace and human rights

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	War:

Attitudes towards war

(1 hour+ homework) 
	Brainstorm what we mean by ‘conflict’ Identify a variety of different conflicts

Investigate the Christian ideal using texts

Homework - Research a number of recent conflicts. Analyse whether you think it was right to go to war in these cases
	Micah 4:3-4

Exodus 20:13

Matthew 5:43 -44


	Consider conflict between small/ large groups, individuals, nations, and international

Baseline assessment

A number of topical examples may be suggested. Find out what has been covered in History topics. Use web based news reports to focus ideas

	The Just War theory

(1 hour + homework)


	Prepare nine examples of different conflicts on sets of card. In groups make a diamond nine to show which are justified and which are not

Read and discuss The Just War Theory

Homework - look back at the conflicts researched in previous lesson. Choose one example and decide where it fits under Just War criteria. Explain why
	Pearson Religious Studies OCR Philosophy Unit 4 p. 100-101

Nelson Thornes Discovery p. 180


	The examples need not only include major wars

Teacher led baseline assessment

Extension - consider the rules in the Just War theory and decide which are most important. Why?



	
	
	
	Formative assessment

This could be presented as a news report, radio interview, or similar, using IT; or as an oral activity - consider paired hot seating

	Violence & pacifism:

Attitudes towards the use of violence 

Attitudes towards pacifism


	Values continuum - Is war ever right?

Examine Roman Catholic/C of E attitudes that war may be the best way to gain peace, in self defence or to right a wrong

Investigate Christian views against violence - Quakers.  Look at non violent means of resolving conflict

In groups prepare a structured debate for or against war as a means of solving differences. Hold debate

Repeat values continuum, this time from point of view of a particular denomination


	Nelson Thornes Discovery p. 181.

Pearson Religious Studies OCR Philosophy Unit 4 p. 101

Joshua 8:1

Joel 3: 9-10

Mark 11: 15-18

Actions of  Dietrich Bonhoeffer
Micah 4:1 a; 3-4

Matthew 5: 44-45

Matthew 5:9

Work of Pax Christi


	Use this to recap what has been studied in previous lessons

Teacher led baseline assessment

Also at end of section to evaluate impact of work done

Evidence from speeches of Martin Luther King are also relevant

Preparation can be begun as homework




	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	War, peace and human rights

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Reasons for these attitudes

(2 hours + homework)
	Summary - from values draw out individuals to ‘hot seat’ the reasons for their view as a member of a denomination

Homework ‘war is never/always justified’ -evaluative discussion
	
	By revisiting at end of section you can evaluate impact of work done

Summative assessment

Can lead to summative assessment - peer or teacher led

Summative assessment to indicate GCSE  target if marked according to Levels of Response

	Human Rights:

The declaration of human rights
	Wants & Needs starter - cards with ‘essential’ and other items. Students have to choose 6 essentials, then 3, and then 1. (Almost impossible to decide)

Look at Declaration and discuss/mind map the essential points

Make a leaflet to highlight the importance of some of the statements on the Declaration
	Cards could include - air, water, food, TV/electronic equipment, clothes, bike, money, etc

Unicef Booklet of Human Rights (available free from Unicef). Posters of the Declaration (as above)
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Can link to PSHE KS4 PoS

Base line assessment

Formative assessment
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Can be completed using ICT

Formative assessment can lead to summative (choice and justification required at higher levels)

	Attitudes towards human rights

(2 or 3 hours + homework)
	Circle activity - begin with ‘It’s not fair when...’ Go round with each student completing the statement. (Allow ‘pass’ if required)

Research task. Find out what any/one of the following have done to help others: Mother Teresa, Desmond Tutu, Biblical teaching on social injustice. Discuss what a Christian response to injustice might be

Liberation theology - look at the life and death of Oscar Romero to highlight the principles

Homework - What is the Christian response to social injustice?


	Could use a photo of an incident highlighting injustice to promote ideas

Web research - can provide information to use offline if needed

Leviticus 19:33-34

Leviticus 25:17

Luke 4:18

James 2:2-4

Hodder Murray. Ethics Through Christianity p. 96-97

Pearson Religious Studies OCR Philosophy Unit 4 p. 103
	Aim to raise awareness about injustice on a personal level
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	1 hour revision & recap
	
	
	


	Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity)

	Suggested teaching time
	8 hours
	Topic
	Prejudice and equality

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	Principle of equality

· Biblical teaching about equality

(1 hour + homework)
	Students make up acrostics using the word Diversity

Make a chart to show key Biblical ideas with explanation about each one

Homework - ‘All animals are born equal, but some are more equal than others.’ Discuss what this quotation means and how a Christian might respond to it

	Genesis 1:27

Acts 10:9 -23

Galatians 3:28

Romans 10:12

Luke 10:27

Pearson OCR Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 5 p. 130
	Possibly start with -
Different Individuals Valuing Everyone Regardless (of) Skin, Intelligence, Talents or Years

Baseline assessment

Could use pictures/storyboard to show key ideas

Can be completed as ICT

Formative assessment

	Racism 

· Different views about prejudice & equality in relation to race


	Graffiti wall - ‘Who is my neighbour?’ write answers on post it notes and put on wall

Read Luke 10 - Parable of the Good Samaritan and discuss how this answers the question in the starter


	Large sheet paper/post it notes/marker pens. Or can be done on whiteboard

Luke 10


	Innovative starter

Baseline assessment



	· Practices in relation to racism

(2 hours + 1 hour presentation)
	Martin Luther King - research and prepare a fact sheet/blog about his life and work

Homework - summarise Christian attitudes towards racism
	Zig Zag OCR Philosophy & Ethics Companion p. 64

Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 5 p. 131

Internet search
	Can be completed using ICT - Publisher or similar

Summative assessment

	Gender

· Different views about prejudice & equality in relation to gender

· The role of women in Christian society

  (2 hours + homework)
	Paired work - list ways in which men and women are treated equally/or are not treated equally. Share with others in class

Attitudes of Roman Catholics, Anglicans, other denominations regarding the role of women in the Church

Find out what was thought about women in the New Testament

Homework - ‘Women should have the right to be ordained alongside men’ Discuss this statement using evidence from the Bible and from different Christian groups
	Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 5 p. 132

Nelson Thornes Discovery. p. 143

1 Timothy 2:11-15

Luke 10:38-42

Acts 14:34 -35


	Baseline assessment

Can build up to a group consensus 

Formative research

Can be documented in notes, newspaper article 

Summative assessment

	Religion 

Attitudes towards other religions in relation to:

· Missionary work

· Evangelism

· Ecumenism

  (2 hour + homework)


	Ask students to prepare three facts about themselves - two true and one false. Present in small groups to try to guess which is false

Consider Christianity as an evangelical religion - what does this mean? How did the first Christians interpret this?

Investigate one or more of the early missionaries - St Columba, St Aiden who brought Christianity to Britain, or a missionary group in the present eg the Baptist Society 

Hot seat an individual to find out why they believe it was important to evangelise 

The ecumenical movement - what happens at Taize. Research in order to understand the idea of interdenominational dialogue


	Pearson OCR  Religious Studies Philosophy Unit 5 p. 132-133

Matthew 28:16 - 20 - (the disciples are sent into the world)

John 14:6 - (No man comes to the father except through Jesus)

Zig Zag OCR Philosophy & Ethics Companion p. 67

www.mundus.ac.uk
www.taize.fr

	Introduce the idea of true & false and that sometimes it is hard to know which is which

Philosophical idea with stretch & challenge potential

Formative assessment 

Can be ICT 




	
	Homework - Draw a diagram - tree or similar - to show the ‘family of the Church’. Add some of the shared beliefs to show how similarities (can stretch this to include variation in practice)

Complete activity as a group
	Use Flip chart paper to create a group ‘Church Tree’

Use different colours for similarities and differences

	

	Revision & recap 

(1 hour)
	
	
	


Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 
Christian Teaching about the Origin of the World
OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual  teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the Lesson
	Objective 1
	Students will be able to consider their own views about how the world began.

	Objective 2
	Students will be able to identify and analyse Christian beliefs about the origin of the world.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge
This is the first lesson in the Topic Christian Teaching about the Origin of the World

Students may have studied Creation Myths as part of KS2 or 3 RE. 

Content

	Time
	Content

	5 minutes
	Quick fire round ‘I think the world began when/as a result of /after/.....’ gain as many responses as possible. Ask for development and reasons for most common responses.

	10 minutes
	Write a recipe to show what is needed to make a world (3 spoonfuls of oxygen, 1 pack of soil, 3 litres of water...). A prepared recipe sheet (based on a traditional cookery book) would be useful for some students, either to look at or as a template.

	10 minutes
	Read what is said in Genesis about creation of the world. Either concentrate on Genesis 1:1 – 2:3 or use Genesis 2:4 – 23 to compare the two accounts.

	25 minutes
	Make a chart to show the order of creation.
Extension – some students might want to link this with knowledge form their science as a preparation for the next lesson. Liaise with science staff to develop this. 

	10 minutes
	Look back at responses from the start of the lesson. How many are linked in any way to the Biblical account? Discuss reasons for this.

	Homework
	Carry out a survey of 5+ people of varying age/gender to find out what others think about the origin of the world. Be ready to compare results next lesson.


Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

Attitudes towards Human Rights

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the Lesson

	Objective 1
	Students will be able to differentiate personal injustice and that which affects the wider world.

	Objective 2
	Students will be able to recognise social injustice in the world.

	Objective 3
	Students will be able to research and evaluate the work of a famous Christian who worked to eradicate injustice.

	Objective 4
	Students will be able to analyse and evaluate Christian responses to social injustice.


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge

Students will have studied Christian attitudes and responses to war, pacifism and the merits of using force in a variety of circumstances and will have considered their own responses.

Content

	Time
	Content

	10 minutes
	In a circle time format (or similar) ask for a response to the statement ‘It’s not fair’. Mind map of responses on the board/interactive whiteboard.

	10 minutes
	In pairs, then larger groups, discuss the responses and group them according to personal, local, community, national, international, world wide impact.

	10 minutes
	Use news reports – paper copies or from the Internet – to highlight some recent examples of injustice (this could have been set as a research homework for students to bring in reports for use, or provided by the teacher).

	20 minutes
	Using prepared resources, or designated websites – prepare a short PowerPoint to show how either Mother Teresa or Desmond Tutu fought to eradicate injustice. Aim for 5-6 slides with key information rather than a biography.

	10 minutes
	Peer review of work in progress with support for further development.

	Homework
	Complete presentation (if access to computers/resources allow) or write an acrostic using the word Justice.


Unit B589: Perspectives on World Religions (Christianity) 

Christianity: Biblical Teaching 

OCR recognises that the teaching of this qualification above will vary greatly from school to school and from teacher to teacher. With that in mind this lesson plan is offered as a possible approach but will be subject to modifications by the individual teacher.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour. 

Learning Objectives for the Lesson

	Objective 1
	Students will be able to explore their response to the concept of ‘being a neighbour’.

	Objective 2
	Students will be able to recognise key teaching from the New Testament on equality.

	Objective 3
	Students will be able to evaluate Christian beliefs about equality. 


Recap of Previous Experience and Prior Knowledge

· Students will have looked at a number of key passages in the New Testament to raise awareness about the concept of equality in general.  

Content

	Time
	Content

	Starter:

5 minutes

10 minutes
	a) 

Who is my neighbour? – personal then paired responses. 

b) 

Graffiti wall – whole group to compile a post it wall with their responses. 
Discuss resulting ideas.

	Main:

10 minutes

10 minutes
	Read Luke 10 – Parable of the Good Samaritan (this may be a reminder from KS3).
Make any notes/storyboard resume to enable students to understand key points.

	15 minutes
	In small groups hot seat from the perspective of the Good Samaritan to show understanding of why he acted in this way; or Jesus to show why he told this parable. Allow students to swap roles/ask questions.

	Plenary:

10 minutes
	High Five – quick fire response to the question based on learning. 

My neighbour is…….because……..

	Homework:
	Research key person who fought for equality (Martin Luther King, Desmond Tutu).


= Innovative Teaching Idea


This icon is used to highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.
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