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Introduction

Background

A new structure of assessment for A Level has been introduced, for first teaching from September 2008. Some of the changes include:

· The introduction of stretch and challenge (including the new A* grade at A2) – to ensure that every young person has the opportunity to reach their full potential

· The reduction or removal of coursework components for many qualifications – to lessen the volume of marking for teachers

· A reduction in the number of units for many qualifications – to lessen the amount of assessment for learners

· Amendments to the content of specifications – to ensure that content is up-to-date and relevant.

OCR has produced an overview document, which summarises the changes to General Studies. This can be found at www.ocr.org.uk, along with the new specification.
In order to help you plan effectively for the implementation of the new specification we have produced this Scheme of Work and Sample Lesson Plans for General Studies. These Support Materials are designed for guidance only and play a secondary role to the Specification.  
Our Ethos

All our Support Materials were produced ‘by teachers for teachers’ in order to capture real life current teaching practices and they are based around OCR’s revised specifications. The aim is for the support materials to inspire teachers and facilitate different ideas and teaching practices.
Each Scheme of Work and set of sample Lesson Plans is provided in:

· PDF format – for immediate use

· Word format – so that you can use it as a foundation to build upon and amend the content to suit your teaching style and students’ needs.

The Scheme of Work and sample Lesson plans provide examples of how to teach this unit and the teaching hours are suggestions only. Some or all of it may be applicable to your teaching. 
The Specification is the document on which assessment is based and specifies what content and skills need to be covered in delivering the course. At all times, therefore, this Support Material booklet should be read in conjunction with the Specification. If clarification on a particular point is sought then that clarification should be found in the Specification itself.
A Guided Tour through the Scheme of Work

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



	General Studies H479: Culture, Science and Society: Making Connections: F734

	Suggested teaching time
	6 hours
	Topic
	Scientific developments and their effects on society and culture

	Topic outline
	Suggested teaching and homework activities 
	Suggested resources
	Points to note

	· The history of two scientific developments and their effects upon society and cultures (Telephone, and (later) methods of listening to music

· 1 Telephone
	[image: image2.png]History of the telephone as a quiz, with answers given. Discussion about some of the information gained and how it might have been received at the time. Possible ‘Dr Who’ scenario to be played out by groups. Discussion of effects of this invention on families, local communities, regional communities, national and international communities. This leads to drive for scientific development
	if possible, gather some pictures or actual models of telephones

Prepare quiz in advance. It could be in the 

form of ‘Blockbusters’, ‘Weakest link’, or ‘
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Who wants to be a millionaire’  

useful websites:             

www.ideafinder.com/history/inventions/telephone.htm
www.affordablephones.net/HistoryTelephone.htm
	key issue is to be able to appreciate the enormity of the inventions at the time, and also the reaction of some religious and community groups today, e.g Amish possibly video the Dr Who ‘episodes’

	
	Look at the latest mobile telephones which members of the class have or know of. Discuss the merits of each one. Look at social and cultural issues which arise from increased use of mobile phones
Individuals to design ‘the next model’ of mobile phone, and to outline the various features it might have
	Opportunity to look on various websites if computers available to consider the ‘latest’ in models, and discuss their strengths and weaknesses
	Issues raised should include:

Intrusion into privacy

Health and associated issues
Use in schools/examinations

Use in aeroplanes/ on petrol station forecourts

‘must have’;/’keeping up with ‘The Jones’’

recycling issues

	· 2 Music 
	History of music :

Musical Genre through history, e.g classical, indie, R&B, reggae, jazz, etc: 

 phonograph, 16,78,33,45rpm, vinyl, reel to reel tape recorders, cassette, CD, MP3, iPod
	Media students will have some knowledge of this work from their GCSE studies.

Suggested websites:

www.bbc.co.uk/music/features/vinyl
wikipedia
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Students could research one genre or method and produce a PowerPoint presentation to give to the rest of the group.  



	
	Discussion of the social and cultural issues related to different types and styles of music. Development to consider cultural/social and scientific issues stemming from this 
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Students might prepare an improvisation based on different attitudes within families, perhaps along the lines of the Harry Enfield character ‘Kevin’. 
	Cultures through the ages: e.g. ‘mods and rockers’, punk rockers; consideration of how society saw these groups because of their musical interests

	Future developments
	Discussion of various news items relating to scientific progress in relation to telephones and music. Already some models of telephone have the capacity to download and record music. 

Students to design a ‘phone’ which might be ‘on the market’ in twenty years time, and outline its features


	Suggested websites and articles for discussion:

‘Heavy metal ‘a comfort for the bright child’’, 21/03/07, www.telegraph.co.uk
‘How to get fit by using your mobile phone’, 11/05/07, www.telegraph.co.uk
‘Average age for child to have first mobile is now 8’, 20/04/05, www.telegraph.co.uk
‘Tumour risk for rural mobile users’, 17/05/05, www.telegraph.co.uk

	Use of websites might facilitate this together with a review of various articles. All articles shown on websites have been in paper format originally
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More able students might research the various ‘communications devices’ which have appeared in science fiction programmes, and consider how ‘prophetic’ some of these have been.

	
	Essay, discussion and debate:

Working in groups of four, and working in rotation: consider the proposed introduction of a ‘phone’ as designed above. One to be a social objector, the second a cultural objector, the third a representative from the scientific field, and the last to be an arbitrator and judge. Each to argue ‘cause’ in relation to proposed new design.
	Other, similar articles will be found on:

www.independent.co.uk
www.guardian.co.uki
www.timesonline.co.uk

	A debateable point might be whether communications developments have actually helped to improve communication between people

	
	Discussion of past papers relating to issues to do with telecommunications and/or music.
	2968, June 2005, Section B, offers a passage about music which might be appropriate (old specification paper)
	


Sample Lesson Plan
It is recognised that the teaching of General Studies varies from Centre to Centre. With that in mind, this lesson is offered as a ‘stand alone’ unit. Teachers will be able to see where extension opportunities might be available if the theme is to be taught over a longer period.

Lesson length is assumed to be one hour, with the expectation that the essay question would be answered at a later date.
Recap of previous experience and prior knowledge

(This could be used as the ‘warm up’ to the main activity of the lesson).
· General items from the newspapers of the previous week. (This could be organised in the form of a quiz involving pictures or putting missing words into headlines, along the same idea as ‘Have I Got News for You’). Items to be selected would offer the opportunity of looking at each domain (cultural, social, and scientific) and any links between them. 

Learning objectives for the lesson
· Raise awareness of issues within each of the three domains and explore links which exist between them directly and implicitly.
· Help students to begin to value and expand upon these links in oral and written forms.
· Help students to begin to appreciate the issue of ‘cause and effect’ in relation to their own life and the future of the world.

Content
· A warm up activity to assess prior knowledge and stimulate discussion (5-10 minutes) Students to work in pairs.

· Some teacher input about the experience of changes during his/her own lifetime. (For example the fact that televisions were monochrome until the middle 1960s, that mobile phones are relatively new, that typing lessons used to be part of the school curriculum, and that microwaves did not exist) (5 minutes).
· Students are asked to consider changes within their own life time so far and to consider what new developments there might be in the next 50 years. This is an individual activity (5 minutes).
· Role play activity in pairs:

Imagine that one of you is a reporter and the other is the interviewee who is 65 years old (and possibly still employed). Generate an interview about ‘Memories of my childhood and how things have changed’ (10 minutes).
· Pairs then enact their interviews to the group or to share the issues which arose with the whole class (clearly this will be time and number dependent) (5 minutes).

· In groups, students discuss and focus on issues such as:

attitudes towards cloning and genetic engineering;
advances in transport;
changes in monetary transactions (cash, card, cheque etc.);
the state of world health;
concerns about the environment and global warming;
wars, terrorism, and the peace movement;
causes of an increase in some crimes;
issues surrounding global poverty

to consider ways in which there may or may not be change in the next 50 years. They may consider the ways in which an issue that originates in one domain might impact on one or both of the others. (5 minutes for discussion followed by 10 minutes to prepare Presentations). The Presentation could be in any format such as ‘PowerPoint’, a mind map or buzz diagram, a ‘rap’, a news interview or a role play. Groups can make their own choice. It is important to explore the three domains and their links – for example:



Consolidation
· Students give feedback in groups on the issues they have been discussing. This would be followed by a discussion of the points raised by each presentation, looking for common ground, overlap of ideas, links and conflicts. (PowerPoint presentations could be left to the end of the feedback period in case there is insufficient time for all presentations)(10 minutes).

· Students should record the main findings in notebooks or diaries.

· The session should be followed up with a practice essay. Construct an essay title that will grow out of the topic and ideas researched by each group, for example:


‘Discuss a variety of ways in which public transport in the UK should be improved. By making connections between the domains, to what extent has the UK ‘s poor public transport network had an effect on the welfare and development of society in the 21st Century.’

This offers the students a chance to review the work that they have discussed and presented and use it to furnish the essential ingredients to a fairly searching examination question. There is scope to develop, formulate, and mould a range of ideas and arguments. The key issue remains that students are trying to predict change and that the rate of change varies depending on the topic being reviewed. 
Other forms of Support

In order to help you implement the new General Studies specification effectively, OCR offers a comprehensive package of support. This includes:

OCR Training
Get Ready…introducing the new specifications
A series of FREE half-day training events are being run during Autumn 2007, to give you an overview of the new specifications.

Get Started…towards successful delivery of the new specifications

These full-day events will run from Spring 2008 and will look at the new specifications in more depth, with emphasis on first delivery.

Visit www.ocr.org.uk for more details.

Mill Wharf Training

Additional events are also available through our partner, Mill Wharf Training. It offers a range of courses on innovative teaching practice and whole-school issues - www.mill-wharf-training.co.uk. 

e-Communities
Over 70 e-Communities offer you a fast, dynamic communication channel to make contact with other subject specialists. Our online mailing list covers a wide range of subjects and enables you to share knowledge and views via email.

Visit https://community.ocr.org.uk, choose your community and join the discussion!

Interchange

OCR Interchange has been developed to help you to carry out day to day administration functions online, quickly and easily. The site allows you to register and enter candidates online. In addition, you can gain immediate a free access to candidate information at you convenience. Sign up at https://interchange.ocr.org.uk
Published Resources

OCR offers centres a wealth of quality published support with a fantastic choice of ‘Official Publisher Partner’ and ‘Approved Publication’ resources, all endorsed by OCR for use with OCR specifications.

Publisher partners

OCR works in close collaboration with three Publisher Partners; Hodder, Heinemann and Oxford University Press (OUP) to ensure centres have access to:

· Better published support, available when you need it, tailored to OCR specifications 

· Quality resources produced in consultation with OCR subject teams, which are linked to OCR’s teacher support materials

· More resources for specifications with lower candidate entries

· Materials that are subject to a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement

Hodder is the publisher partner for OCR GCE General Studies.
Hodder is producing the following resources for OCR GCE General Studies for first teaching in September 2008:
Paul Fletcher, John Chiverell, John Pearce, Jan Robinson, Justin Woolliscroft OCR General Studies for A level student book (2008) ISBN:9780340965214 
Paul Fletcher, John Chiverell, John Pearce, Jan Robinson, Justin Woolliscroft OCR general Studies for A level Teaching File and PowerPoint CD ROM (2008) ISBN:9780340965238 
Paul Fletcher OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 1 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 1 (10 pack) (2008) ISBN:9780340968192

John Chiverell OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 2 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 2 (10 pack) (2009) ISBN:9780340968208 
John Pearce OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 3 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 3 (10 pack) (2009) ISBN:9780340968215
Jan Robinson OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 4 (single copy) and OCR General Studies for A level Workbook Unit 4 (10 pack) (2010) ISBN:9780340968222 
Approved publications

OCR still endorses other publisher materials, which undergo a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement.  By offering a choice of endorsed materials, centres can be assured of quality support for all OCR qualifications.

Endorsement

OCR endorses a range of publisher materials to provide quality support for centres delivering its qualifications. You can be confident that materials branded with OCR’s “Official Publishing Partner” or “Approved publication” logos have undergone a thorough quality assurance process to achieve endorsement. All responsibility for the content of the publisher’s materials rests with the publisher.

These endorsements do not mean that the materials are the only suitable resources available or necessary to achieve an OCR qualification. Any resource lists which are produced by OCR shall include a range of appropriate texts.





















What are the Links?





SCIENCE


Cars are more fuel efficient; aeroplanes can carry more passengers further distances and faster








CULTURE


People travel far and wide for their vacations, experiencing new cultures and lifestyles en route and when they arrive at their destination














SOCIAL


Public transport in the UK is poor and restricts people’s movement causing them to become ‘couch potatoes’.








Advances in Transport





= ICT Opportunity 


This icon is used to illustrate when an activity could be taught using ICT facilities.





= Stretch & Challenge Activity 


This icon is added at the end of text when there is an explicit opportunity to offer


Stretch and Challenge.





= Innovative Teaching Idea


All the teaching idea contained in the SOW are innovative, but the icon is used to 


Highlight exceptionally innovative ideas.
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