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Section B Question 2
Institution and Audience

Examiners comment: Candidate B - Magazines

This is a candidate’s response on the magazine industry and begins with a clear
argument about the new challenges facing the industry giving the development of
digital initiatives and technological convergence. This shows good knowledge and
understanding.

Using Future PLC title, Metal Hammer, a monthly rock magazine, the candidate
places a context on its ownership characteristics (p9) and statistical evidence of its
size and scale as a publication - this success the candidate argues, is in part due to
technological convergence.

On page 10 the candidate identifies the audience for Metal Hammer as ‘prosumers’
(source: futurelicening.com) with a disposable income and a liking for media
technology. The candidate uses Metal Hammer website to illustrate why
convergence is important for both the consumer and publisher. Users find the
interactivity of the website appealing, the fact they can identify themselves with
other fans as community users and watch online music video, as stated on page 11.
(Cross media links)

Further, the candidate also links the issue of technological convergence with the key
media concept of Synergy. For example, subscribers to the website were
encouraged “to send photos of themselves from their mobiles of them
impersonating their ‘Guitar Heroes’.

Technological convergence is identified from reading the magazine, using the
website and making using of mobile phone technology - all appealing to it’s
predominately male audience (p12).

The candidate then moves on to discuss the distribution of the magazine and
highlights the benefit of downloading content, which to some extent compliments
the buying of the magazine and importantly recognises that subscriptions to the
magazine rose by 8%. (p12). The candidate then contrasts NME, which did not offer
such wide choice through digital initiatives and the circulation figure dropped. The
reasons for this the candidate offers as the involved online community (p13).

This is a detailed sustained level four response. It would have been awarded a high
mark for EAA, and a low level four for the use of examples, perhaps other wider and
comparative examples could have been used. The use of media terminology is
relevant and accurate. This answer does offer a full range of case studies and own
experience. An excellent response.





