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Level 2 Project
Folder G Commentary

Guantanamo Bay

This investigation project has no PPR included in its submission. There are very few
secondary sources used and little awareness of bias. A questionnaire has been devised with
closed questions only; there is little explanation for this choice. Much of the work focuses on
the public awareness and knowledge of Guantanamo Bay and does not relate to the
guestion framed in the title. The question is answered in the conclusions with little evidence
of how these were drawn.

AO1

This project arose from a personal interest and it may be that this has resulted in a lack of
open-mindedness, particularly in the drawing of conclusions. There is no obvious rationale,
nor any clear objectives other than the question title. The supervisor's comments suggest
that this candidate may not have sought guidance at the appropriate stages.

AO2

Only two sources have been used, and the issue of bias/reliability has not been fully
considered in the review of secondary sources.

AO3

There is a logical structure and the project achieves an outcome, but the supervisor's
comments suggest that it was a difficult process for the candidate. The questionnaire uses
only closed questions, and does not relate usefully to the question posed in the title. There is
no explanation as to why this type of question was used exclusively, and although the
analysis is fairly detailed, there is no linkage with the project title.

AO4

There is a conclusion and it answers the question posed at the start, although there is very
little in the primary research that leads to this conclusion. It is almost as if the project is a
vehicle for the candidate to express their views. The evaluation does reveal the candidate’s
deep interest in the topic, and it may be that his/her views have restricted how far s/he can
conduct open-minded research.

This project was awarded 21 marks.
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SHOULD GUANTANAMO BAY BE CLOSED?

What Is Guantanamo Bay?

Guantanamo bay is a bay located at the south-eastern end of Cuba; it is
the largest bay on the south side of Cuba. The American government has
assumed control over Guantanamo bay since 1903 as a result of the Cuba-
American treaty which stated that the Republic of Cuba will perpetually
lease America the territory of Guantanamo bay for naval stations. The
current Cuban government believes America’s ownership of the bay to be
illegal but there is little they can do. In 2002, following the beginning of
the War on Terror, a detainment camp was created on the bay to hold
prisoners in the War on Terror. It consists of three camps known as
camps Delta, Iguana and X-Ray.

Delta: Camp Delta is composed of detention camps 1, 2, 3 and 4. Each of
these sections has different amenities and comforts based on how well
each prisoner cooperates and what security risk they are deemed to be.
When a prisoner arrives they are sent straight to maximum security camp
3. If the prisoner cooperates they are moved to camps 1 and 2 for their
cooperation. When a prisoner is judged to have no security risk they are
moved to camp 4 which is fairly luxurious. They are allowed to eat their
meals together and stay in communal living quarters rather than solitary
cells. Delta also includes the camp Echo which is used to detain prisoners
in solitary confinement. The detainees are considered ‘high value’ to the
U.S. Defence Department. The location of the camp allows prisoners to
meet with lawyers, something other prisoners are denied. Prisoners are
interrogated in camp Echo. It is under 24 hour guard by U.S. military
police.

Iguana: Camp Iguana originally held three detainees who were under the
age of 16. It was closed in 2004 when these three children were released.
However it has been re-opened holding 38 prisoners that are deemed to
be ‘no longer enemy combatants’. This means the prisoners are not
protected by the terms of the Geneva Convention.

X-Ray: This camp held up to 18 chid prisoners from 2002 to 2006. As a
result of great controversy, this camp was closed. However, since 2007,
this camp has been re-opened to detain high-security prisoners.






"S30p ) JBY3 3InNSuU3 03 AN

épadojansp Apeadje asoyy puoiaq sjis
41941 puaixa 03 Jaules) ayl mo[je 11 seop ‘asinod Bujisixa ue Jo

3Y] pudwie 1snwW NoA o) SI Jamsue au i SaA 1ed Jo Apnis/sousiiadxa Jo eaJe ue Jo uolsusIxa ue si sty 41 (i
'SB0P ) 1Y) aInsu2 03 331 é19A9] 3y 03 ajeridosdde Juawidojpaap mojje 3 Sa0p ‘Usules|
SY] pualie 1snw NoA ON St Jamsue ay JI SaA 9] 10 AJiAloe/ApM]S Jo Bade mau Aj3a|dwod e s siyy )1 (£
*SWI031h0 pue
wie Jeapd e Aq psiuedwodde si a3 ay)
1By} a1NsuU2 1SNW NOA ON S| Jamsue ay) JI SBA ¢3o9fo.d sy Jo swodino pue wie ue alayy sy (z
‘suondo mm‘:b asayy
40 BUO sI 9[111 ay] ey ainsua 01 3N
BU3} M3IABJ 1SN NOA ON SI JaMSUR 3] JI SAA éJolg e 1o yse) e ‘uonssnb e sy ayy s1 (1
Sjuswiwo) ON SOA 1SI294) 3L JO uociReaylIsA

"MO|2q 1SI]398UD SR Ul suonsanb ay3 Joj paxdl} 3q URD SPA |13UN PAMBIARI Bq 1SNW ‘aosno pue wie )i Buipnpul ‘a)311 Palodd ayL

*2o1pedd ui Ajqualind

uoneolA sjybu uewny Buppoys ay) Buisodxa pue umop Buisop Aeq oweuRIURNG 10} BSED pijeA & panbie aaey o} adoy 1 uQEOUu:O_uuw_”O._n_

"s102dsns ay} uo Aojdwa ssioyIne "S' 93 18Y3 SPOYIBW SURWINYUI PUB 24M0] BUI

21eb13saaul 03 Supyoo] osje we | {sajetuut Sy SUIRISP AWLIE UBILISWY 243 YdIYM UO SPUnolb |ebo| sy 418A02s1p 03 BulAuy we | e poloagd

Zpaieai) Aeg oweurjuens sepn Aym 19111 aloug

LSTINIIHD 103r0uUd DUV IHL




List of Secondary Sources

I have chosen two sources, secondary sources that will aid me in my
project of research from Guantanamo Bay.

Wikipedia-

Set-up: Guantanamo Bay detention camp is located in Cuba, built in
2002. Its purpose is to hold enemy combatants in the War on Terror. Four
camps- Delta, X-Ray (closed down), Iguana and Echo. Reportedly there
is a high-security secret camp, Camp 7, the location of which is
classified. The administration of President George W. Bush created the
camp. On January 21, 2009 President Barack Obama signed an order
which suspended the proceedings of GB for 120 days, with a view to
closing it permanently. Only three men have been fully tried in
Guantanamo Bay with 420 being released without charge. As of today
there are 228 inmates being held in Gitmo.

Operation procedures: The prisoners of GB are held in four separate
camps. These camps have different conditions, depending on the security
status of its detainees. If detainees are not considered dangerous then they
can live in communal living quarters in moderate comfort. If deemed
high-risk they are held in isolation and subjected to interrogation.

Legality: The U.S. government has claimed that the al-Qaeda militants
they hold in GB are not uniformed soldiers so do not qualify for
protection under the Geneva Convention. This allows American forces to
commit torture on the inmates e.g. waterboarding. In 2006, a legal ruling,
Hamdan V Rumsfeld, stated that GB inmates shouldn’t be granted POW
status. This means they have virtually no legal or civil rights and can be
subjected to any methods the Americans deem prudent. There have been
many criticisms of the American running of GB, but the
counterarguments have been the afformentioned POW status. It is also
difficult to ascertain what is truly transpiring in Gitmo.

Treatment: There have been four recorded suicides in Gitmo and
hundreds of suicide attempts. This can be traced to the evidence of
appalling decisions in the camp. Released prisoners have alleged that they
were tortured with means such as religious persecution, sexual
degradation, physical abuse and psychological abuse. Former inmate
Omar Deghayes has said he was blinded with pepper spray during
interrogation.



ALTERNATIVES TO GUANTANAMO BAY:
GUARDIAN WEBSITE:

Bagram Theatre Internment facility- Bagram is an area in Afghanistan, in
Parwen province, in which the American army has an air base. Durmg the
War On Terror, the Americans created a detention facility in this air base,
one similar to Guantanamo Bay. Its purpose was to hold enemy prisoners
in the War On Terror. This facility has lasted longer than Guantanamo
and has accumulated more prisoners. Bagram is known by campaigners
as, ‘the other Guantanamo’. It has more prisoners and an even murkier
legal status.

Originally, the Soviet Union built Bagram Air Base, when they invaded
Afghanistan, but it fell into disrepair when they were ousted. When the
Americans invaded Afghanistan, they commandeered this Air Base. They
didn’t need the airspace so built a detention facility in the space. B

According to accounts, the conditions in Bagram detention facility are far
worse than at Guantanamo. Detainees are not allowed to speak to each
other or even look at each other. Apparently prlsoners have to share a
bucket as a toilet and are not allowed access to running water. Akin to
Guantanamo, the prisoners are not protected by the Geneva Convention,
as they are ‘unlawful enemy combatants’, which means they can be
subjected to torture. Bagram is very shady, with little factual evidence
released by the U.S. forces. One detainee accused the ‘dark prison’ of
creating future insurgents who would attack America. The detainees
cannot see lawyers, have no trials and are never shown any evidence
against them. Many have been there for years with no knowledge of their
offences. Now the Americans plan to expand the facility to hold 1,110
prisoners-it currently holds 600.

A Human Rights Lawyer, Lal Gul, has stated “If they close Guantanamo
- and expand Bagram, it’s the same-there will be no difference. If Barack
Obama wants to close Guantanamo he should also set out to close
Bagram and other detention centres.”

There have been numerous abuses reported by the U.S. guards to the
detainees in Bagram TIF.



REVIEW OF SECONDARY SOURCES

Name of source: Wikipedia

Author: Unknown

Publisher: Wikipedia.org ,
Date of Publication: 24™ February 2003

Bullet points of key information:

Guantanamo Bay created in 2002 to detain suspected
combatants-part of the overall War on Tetror.

Differing states of prison depending on the security
status of the inmates.

America claims the inmates heid are not POW'’s therefore
don’t fall under protection of Geneva Convention

Heavy criticism aimed at the camp for its alleged torture
and overall bad treatment of inmates

Only 60 inmates ever fully convicted in the camp-over
600 suspected terrorists have passed through the camp
in 6 years of its operational procedures.

66% of former Guantanamo Bay detainees have gone
back to terror, according to White House State
Department-proof that the camp has more harmful
effects than positive effects

On 21 January, President Barack Obama stated his
intention to close the camp down permanently ‘within
the year’

Quotes (Including page reference and name of person quoted)

“By 2008, there had been at least four suicides and hundreds
of suicide attempts in Guantanamo that are public
knowledge”- Harry Harris CIA, Page 5 of Wikipedia article
“There are still innocent people there”- Chief of Staff Colin
Powell Page 1.




Connect

This source seems to collude with other sources I have
viewed on the subject of Guantanamo Bay. Although there
may be some dispersions cast on the reiiability of
Wikipedia, this source has been verified by the creators of
the site. ‘

Generally, the site agrees with the majority of additional
information I have seen about Guantanamo Bay. The article
is unbiased and its facts appear to be correct

Extend

Prior to reading this article, I had very little knowledge of the
interior plan of the camp. This article has given me extended
knowledge of the accommodation offered to the prisoners,
and the awful state that some prisoners iive in.

In addition to this, I feel that this article has advanced my
knowledge over the legal battle concerning Gitmo which gives
the camp its complicated nature. The events of 9/11 have
subsequently added much backing to the existence of
Guantanamo Bay.

Challenge

This articie generally is in agreement with other articles 1

have read. As it is purely stating the facts, it has no viewpoint
so cannot be queried. However, I have read articles written by
American neo-conservatives who have strenuously argued for
the existence of this camp.

I have gained a much more detailed understanding of
Guantanamo Bay and the entangled web of argument that
surrounds it. It has also helped me to get a sense of American
fears about terrorism-the reason they created this camp in

the first place.




GUANTANAMO BAY ARC QUESTIONNAIRE

. When was Guantanamo Bay greated?

- Do you know the purpose of Guantanamo Bay?

. Are you aware of the legal justification of GB?

. Do you feel that GB was a good idea?

. Do you think GB was a rushed decision after 9/11?

. Do you think GB has helped to cﬁt down on terrorism
. Does 9/11 give the U.S. the ﬁght to torture?

. What colour were the jumpsuits?



PRIMARY RESEARCH EVALUATION

I received 9 answers to my questionnaire on ‘Why was Guantanamo Bay
Created?’

1. When was Guantanamo Bay created?

¢ By and large, the majority of people who answered my
questionnaire were aware of the fact that GB was created soon
after the terrorist attacks 0£f 9/11 in 2001. However, all of them
didn’t know that the territory of Guantanamo has been under
U.S. control since 1912, or the fact that it has served as a U.S.
naval base since 1952. Most people seem to know that the camp
is linked to the War On Terror.

2. Do you know the purpose of Guantanamo Bay?

e Every person who responded knew that the purpose of
Guantanamo Bay was to detain potential terror suspects. This
shows that the purpose of GB is obvious and has received
enough attention in the media for people to realize its purpose.
Perhaps the fact that Britain is closely linked with the U.S.
played apartin the peoples knowledge of Guantanamo Bay’s
function

3. Are you aware of the legal justification of GB? |

e Only one person was able to correctly answer this question.
This shows an alarming truth that people don’t know the reason
suspects are being held indefinitely without trial or charge and
are being tortured. This fact hasn’t permeated the news,
perhaps, due to the difficult legal entanglement that has arisen
over GB. Also, the information on GB is exiremely secretive
and is difficult to ascertain.

4. Do you feel that GB was a good idea?

¢ With the exception of one, every person felt that Guantanamo
Bay has been a distinctly bad idea. This is likely down to the
surge of negative feeling that has recently arisen over GB.
President Barack Obama has brought the camp to light and his



popularity has changed people’s minds over the camp. The
subject who felt it was a good idea has admitted she holds
conservative views and feels that terrorism needs to dealt with
toughly.

5. Do you think GB was a rushed decision after 9/11?

* 7/9 answered yes to this question, with one stating no and the
other stating they didn’t have enough information to know.
People generally felt it was a knee-jerk reaction from the U.S.
government and more time should have been taken to sensibly

- judge the best methods to tackle terrorism. Perhaps the best
answer I received here was, “9/11 was a very shocking event, so
a rushed decision is understandable if not condonable”.

6. Do you think GB has helped to cut down on terrorism?

* Only one person didn’t answer yes to this question, 8 replied
they didn’t feel it had. They claimed that treating potential
terrorists in this manner was foolish as it gives a propaganda
victory to groups such as al-Qaeda. Also, rough treatment may
radicalize young Muslims they said. The person who felt it had
cut down on terrorism admitted she hadn’t done the appropriate
legwork to be fully sure of her answer. .

7. Does 9/11 give the U.S. right to torture?

* This question was by the far the most difficult to answer and got
the most ambivalent responses. 4 claimed that it didn’t, 3
claimed they didn’t know and 2 said that they think it does.
Some thought that, whilst 9/11 was truly horrific, torturing
terrorist suspects was counter-productive. To avoid future
9/11’s more diplomatic methods were necessary, they argued.
The people who answered yes felt that 9/11 was so indefensible
that it was crucial that vital information be obtained by any
means possible to prevent further terrorist attacks.



PROJECT CONCLUSION

‘My project, “Why was Guantanamo Bay created”, has been incredibly

interesting and has been tremendously fun to canvass. This project is a
burning passion of mine as I have been interested in the activities of the
camp since 2005. I have discovered much information on the camp and
have also gained an insight into the tricky debate over it. It is important to
consider the views of people who have been scarred by 9/11, but then it
must be remembered that rates of terrorism are increasing by the minute.

Generally, I have discovered that Guantanamo Bay was a radical method
employed by the Bush Administration. Understandably, they felt it was
necessary they take any steps whatsoever to prevent further harm coming
to their people. The murky legal status of the prisoners, ‘enemy
combatants’, allows the U.S. to torture but they have strenuously denied
they practice torture, despite the frequent claims made by former inmates.

~Interestingly enough, during the middle of my project President Barack

Obama signed an executive order that prohibited the actions of the camp
for 120 days. He also stated that the camp would be closed permanently
‘within the year’. “It is a sad chapter in U.S. history” he said grimly
during his election campaign. Deflated at first, I realized I had to alter the
title and perhaps direction of my project. Originally my title was “Should
Guantanamo Bay be closed?” which became “Why was Guantanamo Bay
created?” At first I was viewing my project as a crusade against GB but it
had to become an evaluation, an overview of the most controversial
prison in the world.

What have I gained from this project?]

I feel I have gained vital skills from this Academic Research Course. I
have learned how to view sources selectively and the connect, extend,
challenge method has shown me a new way to analyze text.

What is my final thought?

The reason that Guantanamo Bay was created is blatantly obvious to me
now- it was taken by a scared administration that has just experienced a
terrible and alarming terrorist attack. They were desperate to stop
terrorism at any costs and acted quickly and decisively.

Although the camp will go down as a failure, it is essential that we view
the situation from the perspective of the people in charge. Despite the fact



Plan at start of project

Now you have your project title and aims, you need to plan how to undertake your
project.

Outline the next steps in your planned research/initial development:

I will try to discover all of the information that I can about Guantanamo Bay. I will
visit the library and visit internet websites to ascertain this information. In addition to
this I need to look into the legal grounds over the detention centre as to give a
balanced account it is necessary to find Americas justification and legal stance. I also
need to look at the alternatives to Guantanamo Bay, what would be likely to happen if

it were closed down.

Supervisor's main comments and advice:

Try not to make the project too bias, have a balanced and fair view of the entire
project. Also try not to get too bogged down and stuck in the legal quagmire, it is very

complicated and would be best to give a simple overview.

Changes, clarification or additions you plan on making to your title/plan as a result:

I have changed both the title and description of my project as my personal opinion

came across too strongly and it must remain a thoroughly non-biased project.



they admitted that their methods were brutal, they felt they were
definitely cutting down on terrorism, and that anything should be done to
prevent further loss of innocent life. They argued that radical terrorists
weren’t interested in negotiation and that affirmative military action was
the only way to quash terrorism once and for all.





