GCE in Applied ICT Unit G042: ICT solutions for individuals and society
Assignment 3 – University search

Scenario

This assignment will allow you to meet all of the assessment requirements for Unit G042: ICT Solutions for Individuals and Society.  You should look at the Assessment Evidence Grid to check what you need to demonstrate in each task to achieve each mark band.
The Careers Department at your School/College have asked you to investigate the possible universities that you could study at after you have completed you A-Level studies.  They would like you to report back to them with a variety of universities, courses and costs for living at university.  They would like you to create a spreadsheet template that would allow them to calculate the costs for living at a university for a year and also a presentation explaining to them the results you have found.

Task 1 – to be handed in on or before.............................................

You need to search online for possible degree courses at Universities.  You should use at least three search engines to find out about between three and five possible degree courses.  The information you could look for includes, the university, the cost of the course and the UCAS points needed to study the course.  You should include screen shot evidence of using the search engines, including evidence of using advanced searches and logical operators.  There should also be evidence of comparing the different search engines and choosing the best one to use.

Task 2 – to be handed in on or before..............................................

You need to use large websites and online databases effectively.  You could search for information such as the cost of accommodation, contents insurance or information about the towns/cities you are interested studying in.  You should include screen shot evidence of using the large websites and online databases, this evidence should show how you have used navigation methods and internal search engines to find the information you require.

Task 3 – to be handed in on or before..............................................

You need to effectively use a local database to investigate further details about the University destinations.  Your evidence should be screenshots showing the queries that you have written to interrogate the database, you should use both logical and relational operators and there should be printed evidence of creating reports from some of the queries.

Note to teachers: This database should be created beforehand and made available to students. It could include a variety of destinations with a variety of courses, lengths of courses, fees and UCAS requirements.

Task 4 – to be handed in on or before………………………………..
The Career Office would like you to create a spreadsheet template that will allow you to calculate the living costs of a year at university.  The spreadsheet should include details of at least two possible destinations so that you can compare the details.  The information should be displayed in an easy to read way and on more than one sheet.  The spreadsheet will be used to compare costs in total so that you can decide which university destination is the best one to suggest to the Careers Office.

Task 5 – to be handed in on or before………………………………..
You need to report to the Careers Office on the best one or two destinations for you to go to university.  The report should include:

· A brief description of each university
· Any other information about the universities that you feel are relevant

· Results of your spreadsheet analysis

· A recommendation of the best one or two universities to go to.
Task 6 – to be handed in on or before………………………………..
You need to evaluate the methods you used to find information and present your results.  You should discuss the good and bad points of how you found information (tasks 1, 2 and 3), how you refined your searches (tasks 1, 2 and 3) to find information and how you displayed your results (task 5).  This task can either be carried out as a standalone task or as part of each task that you have completed.  You need to ensure that you:

· Comment on the effectiveness of the methods you used to find information and present results

· Clearly identify good and not so good features of the methods you used to find information and present results

· Show that you identified strengths and weaknesses in both your initial searches and our presentation of results; you will show how you refined them to meet the purpose more closely, suggesting how you might approach a similar task in future
Task 7 – to be handed in on or before………………………………..
As a stand alone task you need to investigate the availability of electronic information.  You should investigate how electronic information is available to you and your family, how people who do not have access to the Internet are affected by this and if there are any people who do not want access to this information.    You need to examine society in general looking at how people within your experience use electronic information and how those outside of your experience use electronic information.  This report should use actual examples as evidence to prove your points.  You should also include some discussion on how organisations communicate with individuals and society in general.

Remember to organise your work clearly with suitable titles, headings or labels. Make sure you only include the evidence required. Number the pages and include a contents list. You should also make sure your name is on each page.
