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Resource: Skill Three

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Three: Presenting and Developing Arguments.
Thinking and Reasoning Skills
Developing your own argument

Argument Chess
Some suggested topics for an argument
· Girls are brighter than boys.

· Reality TV shows do more harm than good.
· Britain should reduce the voting age to sixteen.

· The school leaving age should be lowered to fourteen.
· Britain is not a good place to live.
ARGUMENT CHESS ACTIVITY FOR PAIRS
1. Pick one of the above topics and write a short argument with at least two developed reasons in support of the conclusion.
2. Swap with your partner and list as many objections as you can think of to your partner’s argument and then return their argument together with your list of objections.
3. Provide brief answers to each of your partner’s objections to your own argument.

4. Now write a more complex argument which includes both some of the objections made to your original argument together with your responses.
If you have time you can now repeat this process with the more complex argument!
Or play another game of argument chess picking another topic!
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