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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.
The Californian Ship
There was a mysterious ship that some people now think was within a few miles of the Titanic when she sank. Passengers who survived the sinking of the Titanic reported that they saw the lights of another ship in the distance. Many people believe that this ship was the Californian ship.  No one will ever know what the Californian ship knew and when they knew it. The Radio operator of the Californian had turned off the radio and went to bed so the Californian ship could not respond when the Titanic sent off their distress signals.  It is thought that the crewmen on board of the Californian saw rockets not too far off from their ship, and supposedly tried contacting the operator to see if any distress messages had come through.  There has been a lot of what seems like a cover-up by the crew of the Californian.  The crew subsequently claimed they were at least nineteen miles away but they do admit that they saw the distant flares from the Titanic. Could they have saved the Titanic or helped in any way?  
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