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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.

General Problems with using evidence from Polls/Surveys

	General Problem
	Explanation

	(1)  Size 
	A small sample, even if representative of the population as a whole, can give results which are fluky/coincidental.



	(2)  Representative
	It is vital that a sample contain:
(1) Representatives of all the key groups in the population e.g. gender, ethnic identity, religious identity, income groups, age groups etc

(2) In the proportion which mirrors their presence in the population as a whole e.g. if Christians make up 10% of the total population they should not make up 50% of the sample
Things to avoid:

(1) Opportunistic sample: just making use of who happens to be there. This is unlikely to be truly representative e.g. teacher surveys students to find out if UK citizens approve of death penalty.

(2) Voluntary sample: unlikely to be representative of population as a whole plus probably have bias as those who volunteer tend to have strong views on the subject
(3) Random sample: it takes time and care to select a representative sample, a random sample is unlikely to be representative
Remember Roosevelt’s landslide victory! A famous telephone poll of American voters predicted he was certain to lose!


	(3) Valid
	For a poll to be valid it is vital that
(1) Respondents understand the questions/framed in clear language they can understand

(2) Respondents take poll seriously and answer honestly

(3) Questions not framed in loaded language; remember it is possible to get opposite outcomes from the same respondents simply by phrasing the question differently each time.


	(4) Reliable
	Is the person conducting the poll biased? If they are they can lead respondents to a certain view by asking loaded questions or by deliberately taking an unrepresentative sample.
So you need to check out whether the poll comes from a reliable i.e. unbiased and expert company.
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