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Resource: Skill Five

Level 2 Award


OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills J930

This resource is designed to accompany the OCR Level 2 Award in Thinking and Reasoning Skills for teaching from September 2009.

This resource supports the teaching of Skill Five: Evaluating Evidence.

Captain Smith
Captain Smith was fifty-nine years old when he became Captain of the Titanic, and he had planned to retire after sailing the Titanic.  He had worked for the White Star Line for thirty-eight years, and he had an excellent safety record with them.  Despite his record there were forewarnings that Captain Smith could not control a ship as big as the Titanic. Right after the Titanic departed the ship came within inches of colliding with another big ship called the New York. The same thing happened in 1911 when Captain Smith was the Captain of the Olympic ship.  Both of these ships were much bigger than Captain Smith was used to, and there was not an adequate amount of tests run before the ship set sail to see if the boat could be controlled in a timely manner. Yet in the Titanic movie there were no signs of a near crash, and it looked like a smooth sail until the night of the deadly crash. Captain Smith went down with his ship that night.    
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