
 
Unit Title:  ESOL theories and frameworks 

OCR unit number: 43 

Level:   Level 5 

Credit value:  15 

Guided learning hours:  40 

Unit reference number: J/503/5013 

Unit purpose and aim 

The unit aims to provide learners with an understanding of ESOL theories and frameworks. 
Learners will consider theories and principles relating to language acquisition and learning, 
theories and principles relating to literacy learning and development and how language can be 
described and analysed.  Learners will also consider the processes involved in the development of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing skills for ESOL learners.   

 

Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria 
 
Teaching Content 

The Learner will: 
1 Understand theories 

and principles relating 
to language 
acquisition and 
learning 

The Learner can: 
1.1 Analyse theories of first and 

second language acquisition 
and learning 

1.2 Analyse language teaching 
approaches associated with 
theories of first  and second 
language acquisition and 
learning 

Learners must consider the 
theories linked to first (Chomsky, 
Piaget and 
Halliday) and second (Krashen’s 
hypothesis, interlanguage, mother 
tongue interference, paralinguistic 
features.) language acquisition and 
how they have informed and 
influenced the development of 
teaching language and approaches 
used.  Learners might like to share 
their own subject specialist lesson 
plans or review case studies and 
analyse what theories have been 
applied in practice. 

2 Understand theories 
and principles relating 
to literacy learning 
and development 

2.1 Review theories of literacy 
learning and development 

2.2 Review literacy teaching 
approaches associated with 
theories of literacy learning 
and development 

Learners could review how the 
thinking and approaches to literacy 
teaching has changed over time 
and consider the relevant theories 
and research that informed the 
changes.  Learners could make 
comparisons to how literacy is 
taught in other countries and the 
impact on learners language 
development. 

3 Understand how 
language can be 
described and 
analysed 

3.1 Review ways in which 
language can be described 

3.2 Describe descriptive and 
prescriptive approaches to 

Learners need to be introduced to 
the terminologies used within 
literacy.  It would be useful for 
learners to be exposed to real 
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Learning Outcomes Assessment Criteria 
 
Teaching Content 

language analysis 
3.3 Identify significant differences 

between the description and 
conventions of English and 
other languages 

3.4 Analyse spoken and written 
language at: 

 text and discourse level  

 sentence and phrase level 

 word level 
3.5 Analyse the impact of 

phonological features of 
spoken English on the 
communication of ESOL 
learners 

3.6 Use key discoursal, 
grammatical, lexical and 
phonological terms accurately 

examples where descriptive and 
prescriptive language has been 
used so the development of their 
understanding is meaningful and 
can be related to specific contexts.  
Learners should ideally be exposed 
to a range of spoken and written 
examples of language use in order 
to maximise their opportunities to 
analyse them at the various levels. 
Learners could analyse case 
studies where the use of phonics 
has and hasn’t been used with 
ESOL learners and make 
comparisons, considering the 
impact on the language 
development. 

4 Understand the 
processes involved in 
the development of 
speaking, listening, 
reading and writing 
skills 

4.1 Analyse the processes 
involved in speaking and 
listening for ESOL learners 

4.2 Analyse the processes 
involved in reading and writing 
for ESOL learners 

4.3 Explain the mutual 
dependence of speaking, 
listening, reading and writing in 
literacy and language learning 
and teaching 

Learners need to be introduced to 
the processes involved in 
speaking, listening, reading and 
writing for ESOL learners and the 
relationship between them for 
teaching and learning.  Learners 
should be encouraged to share and 
reflect on practice as part of their 
understanding and analysis. 

Assessment 

This unit will be assessed in the centre and externally verified by OCR assessors. 
 
To successfully achieve the unit candidates must produce evidence that meets all of the 
assessment criteria in the unit. 

Evidence requirements 

This is a knowledge based unit so no specific evidence requirements apply.  Learners only need to 
demonstrate they meet the assessment criteria. 

Guidance on assessment and evidence requirements 

Suggested evidence to demonstrate meeting of the assessment criteria could include: 

 Assignments 

 Projects 

 Professional Discussion 

 Research activity 



 Presentation to peers 

 Case Studies 

 Lesson Plans with supporting statements of theory application 

 Self Reflective Account 

National Occupational Standards (NOS) mapping/signposting 

This unit is underpinned by: 

 New overarching professional standards for teachers, tutors and trainers in the lifelong 
learning sector (2007) 

 Application of the professional standards for teachers of English (Literacy and ESOL) 

Functional skills signposting 

This section indicates where candidates may have an opportunity to develop their functional skills. 

Functional Skills Standards 

English  Mathematics  ICT  

Speaking and 
Listening 

√ Representing   Use ICT 
systems 

√ 

Reading √ Analysing  Find and 
select 
information 

√ 

Writing √ Interpreting  Develop, 
present and 
communicate 
information 

√ 
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Websites 
 
Adult Literacy Core Curriculum – http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk 
Adult ESOL Core Curriculum– http://www.excellencegateway.org.uk 
Access for All – Guidance on Making the Adult Literacy and Numeracy Core Curricula Accessible 
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Additional information 

For further information regarding administration for this qualification, please refer to the OCR 
document ‘Admin Guide: Vocational Qualifications’ (A850) on the OCR website www.ocr.org.uk . 

This unit is a shared unit. It is located within the subject/sector classification system:  
 
1.3 Education and training 
13.1 Teaching and lecturing 
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