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RECOGNISING ACHIEVEMENT




Guidance for Students
GCSE English Language

Session One
A651 Section A
Extended Literary Text
Helen Rees-Bidder Principal Moderator
Seamus Heaney was born on April 13, 1939, on a farm in Castledawson, County Derry, Northern Ireland, the eldest of eight children.
Read The Early Purges by Seamus Heaney
The Early Purges – Exercises
a) Write a short paragraph briefly explaining what the poem is about on a literal level

b) What do you think the title means literally?

Exercise: Look at The Early Purges again and think about its deeper meaning or implied meaning:
a) What is the narrator’s attitude and how is it revealed? Pick out words and phrases that suggest his attitude changes. How does it allow the poet to convey his ideas?

b) Can you suggest what the writer’s perspective may be – is it at all ambiguous?
c) 
How does the poet use language to engage you and deepen your understanding of the poem? Pick out some words and phrases that are powerful and work out how they evoke a response – use the table below and add more examples of your own.
  
	Choice of language/ literary technique
	Example/Quote
	Effect

	Direct speech
	‘Scraggy wee sh**s’
	

	Alliteration
	‘Soft paws scraping’
	

	Oxymoron
	‘tiny din’
	

	 Alliteration
	‘slung on the snout’
	

	Simile
	‘Like wet gloves’
	

	Onomatopoeia
	‘bobbed and shone...glossy and dead’
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


d) 
Could the title have another, less literal, meaning?

From Tsotsi by Athol Fugard
Please see the following extract from Tsotsi on page 5 – page 7, beginning:

The street they took was crooked and buckled… and ending with …men looked the other way and women wept into the dust.

In this extract Tsotsi and his gang set out to commit a murder.
Analysing Language – finish the table
	Quote


	Effect

	“The street they took was crooked and buckled”


	This suggests it is deformed and leading to something bad. An ominous atmosphere is created.

	“sharp with stones, and eyes, and dog’s teeth”


	This creates the impression of a hostile and dangerous environment.

	“shadows were running like rats” 
	

	“rooms were suddenly grey and cold”


	

	“mothers calling their children off the streets”
	


From Games at Twilight by Anita Desai

Ravi and his siblings and cousins have persuaded his mother to let them out after a day confined in the house due to the heat. 

They faced the afternoon. It was too hot. Too bright. The white walls of the veranda glared stridently in the sun. The bougainvillea hung about it, purple and magenta, in livid balloons. The garden outside was like a tray made of beaten brass, flattened out on the red gravel and the stony soil in all shades of metal – aluminium, tin, copper and brass. No life stirred at this arid time of day – the birds still drooped, like dead fruit, in the papery tents of the trees; some squirrels lay limp on the wet earth under the garden tap. The outdoor dog lay stretched as if dead on the veranda mat, his paws and ears and tail all reaching out like dying travellers in search of water. He rolled his eyes at the children – two white marbles rolling in the purple sockets, begging for sympathy – and attempted to lift his tail in a wag but could not.
Exercise – complete the table below in the same style as the one on the previous page
	Quote/Literary technique

	Effect

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


How to use quotations effectively in your response to a literary text

You should try to keep your quotations short and precise – a few words preferably. Rather than using a quotation and then simply explaining what it means, try to embed them into your sentences. This will show that you can be selective and choose the most relevant words to make your point.

This is an example of a student’s response to Tsotsi, based on the passage you have read:
‘Language is used to show the poverty and corruption in the township. The street is described as ‘crooked’ and ‘buckled’ suggesting that it is deformed and leading the way to something bad and undesirable. This is also reinforced by the image of ‘stones, and eyes, and dog’s teeth’, all of which seem hostile, unfriendly and dangerous. The simile of shadows ‘running like rats’ after the gangsters gives the impression that as they walk down the street they draw out the evil dangerous elements of the town, leading them to death, like in the tale of the Pied Piper.

Glossary of Literary Terms
Alliteration: repetition of similar consonant sounds at the beginning of words for effect

Assonance: repetition of similar vowel sounds, but which do not actually rhyme

Caesura: a break or pause in the middle of a stanza or line in a poem. Usually shown by punctuation

Cliché: a predictable expression

Colloquial: a very informal style of language

Emotive Language: language designed to provoke an emotional reaction

Enjambement: where the sense and sentence runs on from line to line in a poem
Foreshadowing: a literary device in which an author suggests certain plot developments that might come later in the story
Metaphor: an implied comparison between two things or ideas, e.g. the moon was a ghostly galleon sailing across the sky

Onomatopoeia: use of words with sounds that resemble the things they describe

Oxymoron: two contradictory words/phrases used together for effect, e.g. ‘bitter sweet’

Personification: a kind of metaphor that refers to onjects as if they were human

Simile: a comparison made by using ‘like’ or ‘as’

Stanza: a verse of a poem

Pathetic Fallacy: describing objects in nature as possessing human feelings, e.g. ‘the angry sky’

REMEMBER THAT USING THESE TERMS IN YOUR ESSAY IS ONLY USEFUL IF YOU CLEARLY COMMENT ON THEIR EFFECTS AND MAKE YOUR COMMENTS RELEVANT TO THE TASK. DON’T INCLUDE A LITERARY TERM JUST BECAUSE YOU HAVE LEARNT IT!
Notes – use this page for any notes you want to make during the workshop

