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Plastic Pollution

There is a vast whirling mass of water in the North Pacific. This area is choked with dead fish, marine 
mammals, and birds. They have been killed by the masses of plastic rubbish swirling round and 
round.

Some of these plastics will not break down in the lifetimes of the grandchildren of the people who 
threw them away. The very thing that makes plastic items useful to consumers, their ability to 
withstand wear and tear, also makes them a problem in marine environments.

Ten per cent of the one hundred million tonnes of plastic produced each year ends up in the sea. 
About twenty per cent of this is from ships and oil platforms, and the rest from land.

Take a walk along any beach anywhere in the world and washed ashore will be many plastic bags, 
bottles and containers, polystyrene packing, pieces of fishing net and discarded lengths of rope. 
Together with traffic cones, disposable lighters, vehicle tyres and toothbrushes, these items have 
been casually thrown away on land and at sea and have been carried ashore by wind and tide.

At sea and on shore, under the influence of sunlight and wave action, these items simply break 
down slowly into ever smaller particles. A single one-litre bottle could break down into enough small 
fragments to put one on every mile of beach in the entire world.

Larger items are eaten by seabirds and other animals which mistake them for prey. Many seabirds 
and their chicks have been found dead, their stomachs filled with medium-sized plastic items such 
as bottle tops, cigarette lighters and balloons. A turtle found dead in Hawaii had over a thousand 
pieces of plastic in its stomach and intestines.

Over a million seabirds and one hundred thousand marine mammals and sea turtles are killed each 
year by swallowing plastics or by getting entangled in discarded fishing nets and line. Even tiny 
jellyfish-like creatures become entangled in lengths of plastic wire, or eat the small plastic particles 
floating in the water.

There is a sinister twist to all this. The plastics can act as a sort of ‘chemical sponge’ that soaks 
up many of the most damaging pollutants found in the world’s oceans. So any animal eating these 
pieces of plastic debris will also be taking in highly toxic pollutants.

The floating plastics can also affect marine ecosystems in a surprising way, by providing a ready 
surface for organisms to live on. These plants and animals can then be transported on the plastic 
far outside their normal habitat. These ocean ‘hitch-hikers’ can then invade new habitats where they 
become nuisance species.
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This text is taken from a leaflet.

Blue Planet Aquarium is a truly magical 
experience. From HUGE sharks to tiny 
seahorses, we have an amazing range of 
animals.

Our moving walkway carries you along 
the length of one of the world’s longest 
aquatunnels, where you’re guaranteed to 
see more types of shark than anywhere 
else in the UK.

And that’s not all. See a huge range 
of animals in their natural-looking 
habitats: playful otters, poisonous frogs, 
enchanting clown fish and fascinating 
moray eels all under one roof.

Wonders at every 
turn

At Blue Planet Aquarium you’ll be taken 
on a spectacular underwater safari 
through the Caribbean seascape that’s 
been recreated in the depths of our vast 
aquarium.

It lets you get right up close to marvel at 
the sheer power of the sharks and the 
breathtaking grace of the wide-winged 
rays gliding overhead. In fact, it’s teeming 
with so many fish you’ll want to go 
round again!

Britain’s biggest sharks 
want to swim with you

Our sharks are the biggest in the 
country – and if you want to treat 
yourself to a truly unforgettable 
experience, you can get kitted out in one 
of our diving suits and take the plunge 
alongside them. Swimming with sharks is 
a magical encounter you’ll treasure for a 
lifetime. Find out more at our website 
www.blueplanetaquarium.com. 
Pre-booking is essential.

                UNDER SEA
UNDER SEA  WORLD

WORLD

W
ELCO M E 

W
ELCO M E TO  OU R

TO  OU R        MAGICAL
MAGICAL
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All this excitement can give 
you an appetite

After a long day of watching sharks feed, 
you’re bound to feel a bit peckish. Our 
spacious, themed restaurant can cater 
for all tastes, so why not make a day of it 
at Blue Planet Aquarium?

Explore one of the world’s 
longest aquatunnels

Halfway along our incredible underwater 
viewing tunnel you can experience the 
sublime beauty of our new exhibit – Reef 
Magic. It features six reef scenarios, each 
individually illuminated by a fibre-optic 
light show synchronised with relaxing 
chill-out music. See a wonderful array of 
fish at home in this unique exhibit.

Oceans of fun!

Kids love the Octopus Adventure play 
park at Blue Planet Aquarium. They 
can explore Octopus Island with its 
shipwreck, bouncy whales, wobbling 
crocodiles, monkey bars AND slides!

This is no ordinary play park. It’s a 
fantastic state-of-the-art adventure arena. 
Your children will have a magical time 
discovering new things about their world 
here – and we guarantee they’ll want to 
keep coming back for more.

Don’t stand in line – book 
online

Why queue when you can book your 
visit to Blue Planet on our website? You 
can arrange everything on the spot at 
www.blueplanetaquarium.com – and get 
straight to the fun with no hanging about. 
The perfect start to a perfect day out.

        UNDER SEA WORLD

W

ELCO M E TO  OU R    MAGICAL
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MARKING INSTRUCTIONS 
PREPARATION FOR MARKING  
SCORIS 
 
1. Make sure that you have accessed and completed the relevant training packages for on-screen marking: scoris assessor Online Training; 

OCR Essential Guide to Marking.  
 
2. Make sure that you have read and understood the mark scheme and the question paper for this unit. These are posted on the RM Cambridge 

Assessment Support Portal http://www.rm.com/support/ca  
 
3. Log-in to scoris and mark the required number of practice responses (“scripts”) and the number of required standardisation responses. 

 
YOU MUST MARK 10 PRACTICE AND 10 STANDARDISATION RESPONSES BEFORE YOU CAN BE APPROVED TO MARK LIVE 
SCRIPTS. 

 
TRADITIONAL 
Before the Standardisation meeting you must mark at least 10 scripts from several centres. For this preliminary marking you should use pencil and 
follow the mark scheme. Bring these marked scripts to the meeting.  
 
MARKING 
 
1. Mark strictly to the mark scheme. 
 
2. Marks awarded must relate directly to the marking criteria.  
 
3. The schedule of dates is very important. It is essential that you meet the scoris 50% and 100% (traditional 40% Batch 1 and 100% Batch 2) 

deadlines. If you experience problems, you must contact your Team Leader (Supervisor) without delay. 
 
4. If you are in any doubt about applying the mark scheme, consult your Team Leader by telephone or the scoris messaging system, or by 

email.  
 
5. Work crossed out: 

a. where a candidate crosses out an answer and provides an alternative response, the crossed out response is not marked and gains no 
marks 

b. if a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question and makes no second attempt, and if the inclusion of the answer does not 
cause a rubric infringement, the assessor should attempt to mark the crossed out answer and award marks appropriately. 

2 
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6. Always check the pages (and additional objects if present) at the end of the response in case any answers have been continued there. 
If the candidate has continued an answer there then add a tick to confirm that the work has been seen. 

 
7. There is a NR (No Response) option. Award NR (No Response) 

- if there is nothing written at all in the answer space  
- OR if there is a comment which does not in anyway relate to the question (eg ‘can’t do’, ‘don’t know’)  
- OR if there is a mark (eg a dash, a question mark) which isn’t an attempt at the question  
Note: Award 0 marks – for an attempt that earns no credit (including copying out the question) 

 
8. The scoris comments box is used by your team leader to explain the marking of the practice responses. Please refer to these comments 

when checking your practice responses. Do not use the comments box for any other reason.  
If you have any questions or comments for your team leader, use the phone, the scoris messaging system, or e-mail. 
 

9. Assistant Examiners will send a brief report on the performance of candidates to their Team Leader (Supervisor) via email by the end of the 
marking period. The report should contain notes on particular strengths displayed as well as common errors or weaknesses. Constructive 
criticism of the question paper/mark scheme is also appreciated. 

 
10. For answers marked by levels of response: 

a. To determine the level – start at the highest level and work down until you reach the level that matches the answer 
b. To determine the mark within the level, consider the following: 
 

Descriptor Award mark 
On the borderline of this level and the one below At bottom of level 
Just enough achievement on balance for this level Above bottom and either below middle or at middle of level (depending on number 

of marks available) 
Meets the criteria but with some slight inconsistency Above middle and either below top of level or at middle of level (depending on 

number of marks available) 
Consistently meets the criteria for this level At top of level 

3 
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11. Annotations – See specific questions for annotations. 
 
12. Marking and Annotation of Scripts after the Standardisation Meeting 
 

Scripts must be marked in red, including those initially marked in pencil for the Standardisation meeting. 
 

All scripts must be marked in accordance with the version of the mark scheme agreed at the Standardisation meeting. 
 

Annotation of scripts 
 

Examiners should use annotation to show clearly where a mark is earned or why it has not been awarded. This will help examiners, checkers 
and those who review the marking of scripts. 

 
Annotation consists of: 

 
 ticks and crosses to show where marks have been earned or not earned 
 specific words or phrases as agreed at Standardisation and as contained and included in the final mark scheme to show why a mark 

has been earned or indicate why a mark has not been earned (eg to show there is an omission) 
 standard abbreviations, eg for follow through, special case, etc. 

 
As scripts may be returned to centres, you should use the minimum of comments and make sure that these are related to the award of a 
mark or marks and are matched to statements in the mark scheme.  

 
Do not include general comments on a candidate’s work. 

 
Record any annotation in the body of the answer, or in the margin next to the point where the decision is made to award, or not award, the 
mark.  

 
 Recording of marks 
 

Give a clear indication of how marks have been awarded, as instructed in the mark scheme. 
 

Record numerical marks for responses to part-questions unringed in the right-hand margin. Show the total for each question (or, in specific 
cases, for each page) as a single ringed mark in the right-hand margin at the end of each question. 

 Transfer ringed totals to the front page of the script, where they should be totalled. 
 
Show evidence that you have seen the work on every page of a script on which the candidate has made a response. 

4 
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5 

 

 Cross through every blank page to show that you have seen it.  
 
Follow the current guidance on crossed–out work.  

 
 Handling of unexpected answers 
 

The Standardisation meeting will include discussion of marking issues, including:  
 

 consideration of the mark scheme to reach a decision about the range of acceptable responses and the marks appropriate to them 
 comparable marking standards for optional questions 
 the handling of unexpected, yet acceptable, answers. 
 
If you are not sure how to apply the mark scheme to an answer, you should telephone your Team Leader.
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SECTION A READING 
 
Question 1 Plastic Pollution 
 
CRITERIA 
 
Candidates should demonstrate that they can: 
 Read and understand texts, selecting material appropriate to purpose, collating from different sources (AO2 i). 
 

Question Indicative Content  Marks Guidance 
1 (a)  Award one mark for each of the following, up to a maximum of two: 

 
 it is a (whirling) mass of water 
 (there are) dead creatures / fish / mammals / birds 
 (lots of) rubbish 

2 There is no premium on own words in this 
answer. Selective copying is acceptable. 
 
Verbatim copying of the whole of paragraph 
one is not acceptable.   
 
Credit only 1 point per box. There is no need 
to tick; simply input mark of 1 or 0. 
 

 (b) 
 

 Award one mark for each of the following, up to a maximum of three: 
 
 will not break down for a long time (however expressed) 
 useful to consumers 
 withstand wear and tear 
 a problem in the sea 
 
 

3 There is no premium on own words in this 
answer. Selective copying is acceptable. 
 
Verbatim copying of the whole of the second 
sentence (beginning 'The very thing...') is not 
acceptable.   
 
Credit only 1 point per box. There is no need 
to tick; simply input mark of 1 or 0. 
 

 (c) 
 

 Award one mark for: 
 
 (the) land 
 

1 There is no need to tick; simply input mark of 
1 or 0. 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 
1 (d)  Candidates may refer to some of the following 

points: 
 

1. (different types of) plastic washed ashore 
2. / discarded thoughtlessly 
3. / carried ashore by wind / tide 
4. broken down slowly 
5. broken down into small particles of plastic 
6.  / found everywhere / on every beach 
7. plastic ingested / swallowed by birds / 

animals 
8. ...who mistake plastic for prey 
9. animals (birds/mammals/turtles) killed  
10. rubbish in dead animals' stomachs  
11. creatures also killed by becoming 

entangled 
12. 'chemical sponge' concentrates the 

pollutants / plastic acts as chemical 
sponge 

13. / plastic is toxic to animals  
14. plastics provide surface for organisms to 

live on 
15. floating plastics transport organisms away 

from own habitat 
16. to become a nuisance elsewhere 

 

14 NOTES 
Features of higher band responses (Band 4 and above) are likely to 
be: 
 clear focus on the task 
 effective organisation of points 
 ability to express points in own words (where possible). 
 

Medium band responses (Bands 5 and 6) are likely to show evidence 
that the task has been understood.  In Band 6, points are likely to be 
listed mechanically without a clear focus on the question and with 
some lifting. ‘Mechanical’ responses include those which follow the 
passage closely, perhaps altering the occasional word or inverting 
sentence structures.   
 

Lower band responses (Bands 7 and 8) may make a good number of 
points but lift the material, sometimes indiscriminately. 
 

INSTRUCTIONS 
 
This answer is not marked per point. Use the band descriptors and 
practice scripts to arrive at your mark. 
 
Disregard any points in 1a, 1b or 1c. 
 
Use the following annotations to help you arrive at your mark: 
 

 to indicate points from the list in this table 

   for points not made securely 

  for repeated points 

  for extended lifting 

  for mis-reading 

 for irrelevant material. 
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Question 1d 
GENERIC band descriptors 

d to use the FULL range** **Be prepare
The band descriptors which are shaded reward performance above or below that expected on this paper. 

BAND MARKS DESCRIPTOR 
Above 

4 
14 
13 
12 

 Clear understanding of text and task 
 ostly cleM ar focus; good organisation 
 Consistent attempt to use own words 
 Good range of points clearly identified 

 
4 11 

10 
 Text and task have been understood, t hough there may be some unnecessary material 
 Generally clear focus – perhaps some blurring 
 Evidence of ability to express in own words (where appropriate) 
 A range of points clearly identified 
 

5 9 
8 

 Task generally addressed, though there may be some irrelevant material 
 Some lack of focus 
 Own words generally used, but may be some selective lifting 


 General understanding of a number of points 
 

6 7 
6 

 Some evidence that the task has been understood 
 Lacks clear focus 
 Points listed mechanically, with some lifting 


 Straightforward understanding of some of th
 

e simpler points 

7 5 
4 

 Only a little evidence that the task has been understood 
 May contain indiscriminate lifting 
 Some grasp of a limited number of points 
 

8 3 
2 

 Considerable misunderstanding of text and task 
 May contain much indiscriminate lifting 
 At the top of the band, a rudimentary understandi


ng of only a limited number of simple points 
 

Below 1 
8 0 

 Material selected has little or no bearing on the task 
 Answers likely to be brief and hesitant or rambling and unstructured 
 

8 
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Question 2  Welcome to Our Magical Undersea World 

 should demonstrate that they can: 

Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 

 
CRITERIA 
 
Candidates
 Explain and evaluate how writers use presentational features to achieve effects and engage and influence the reader (AO2 iii). 
 

2 Higher Band and above] 

d 

nd 6] are 

 

nd below] 

e 
s 

NOTES 
 of higher band  

is p ies to score 

criptors and practice scripts to arrive at your mark. 

he 

wing annotations to help you arrive at your mark: 

 (a)   responses [Bands 4 
are likely both to identify particular headings, 
the logo and photographs to make reasonably 
sustained comments about the effects on the 
reader.  At the top end there will be clear 
evidence that specific effects of these 
presentational features are being analyse
rather than described or merely listed. 
 

Middle Band responses [Bands 5 a
likely to be characterised by a general 
awareness of the effects of the headings, logo
and photographs, and by a descriptive rather 
than analytical approach.  Examples at this 
level may be simply listed and amount to little 
more than feature-spotting, with some basic 
and generalised comment. 
 
Lower Band responses [Bands 7 a
are likely to show only a rudimentary 
understanding of the effects of the headings, 
logo and photographs. Comments on 
presentation are likely to be basic and 
generalised, at the level of spotting mor
obvious features such as use of large font
and colourful pictures. 
 

6 
Features answers are likely to be:
 identification of specific features from the text 
 analytical comment on the effect of the features identified. 
 

 ossible for concise answers demonstrating these qualitIt
highly. It is important not to over-reward long answers which identify 
specific features or which offer only generalised comment. 
 
NSTRUCTIONS I
Use the band des
 
Do not reward generic comments that could be true of any media text: 
e.g. ‘the headings are big and attract the reader’: ‘the pictures are 
colourful and draw you in’. 
Do not credit comments about the main body of the text, which is t
focus of Question 2(b). 
 
Use the follo

  to indicate specific features identified by the candidate 

 to indicate explanations and analytical comment 

 for explanations that are not fully clear 

 for irrelevant material. 
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QUESTION 2a  GENERIC BAND DESCRIPTORS 
*** Be prepared to use the FULL range *** 
The band descriptors which are shaded reward performance above or below that expected on this paper. 

BAND MARKS DESCRIPTOR 
 

Above  
4 

 
6 

 Clear and reasonably sustained analytical response 
 se of weU ll-selected detail for support 
 

4 5  Some evidence of analytical comment 
 Use of some appropriate details for ups port 
 

5 4  Begins to develop a response; mainly descri
 Reference to some relevant detail 

ptive 

 
6 3  Some relevant comment 

 Reference to a little detail 
 

7 2  Straightforward points 
 Features merely identified 
 

8 1  Simple points 
 Little, if any, specific detail 
 

Below  
8 0 

 Response not worthy of credit: answer brief and hesitating or rambling and lacking relevance 
 

10 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 
2 (b)  Higher Band responses [Bands 4 and above] are likely to 

identify the purpose of the leaflet and the persuasive nature of 
much of the language.  

 

Candidates are likely to make some comment on the effusive 
vocabulary: 'truly magical', 'amazing range', 'enchanting clown 
fish', spectacular underwater safari', 'teeming with so many fish' 
etc.  They are likely to explore the effect of the superlatives: eg 
'one of the world's longest aquatunnels', 'our sharks are the 
biggest in the country'.  They may comment on the use of 
technological vocabulary and words appealing to the young: e.g. 
'fibre-optic light show synchronised with relaxing chill-out music'. 

At the top end there will be some evidence that language is 
being analysed and comments supported by appropriate 
reference.  There may be some acknowledgement of the direct 
appeal to parents in the penultimate section: 'Your children will 
have a magical time...'   At the top end there will be some 
evidence that language is being analysed and comments 
supported by appropriate reference. 

 

Middle Band responses [Bands 5 and 6] are likely to be 
characterised by a general awareness of the overall purpose of 
the leaflet and some of its persuasive writing, and by a 
descriptive rather than analytical approach.  Quotations at this 
level may be simply listed and/or excessive in length.  Where 
comments on language exist, they are likely to be generalised 
and/or repetitive.  Language features may be logged, sometimes 
incorrectly or vaguely (eg ‘the article uses strong verbs’). 

 

Lower Band [Bands 7 and below] responses are likely to show 
only a rudimentary understanding of the purpose of the leaflet.  
Comments on language are likely to be basic, generalised and 
in some cases erroneous.  Responses may be characterised by 
much lifting of points and/or listing of quotations without 
comment or explanation.  At the bottom end, there will be 
considerable misunderstanding of both task and text and/or 
almost verbatim copying of parts of the text. 
 

14 NOTES 
Features of higher band answers are likely to be:  
 identification of specific information and 

language points 
 analytical comment on the effects of the points 

identified. 
 

Good quality comment on the effects of specific words 
and phrases is a discriminator for this task.  Answers 
lacking comment on language points should not be 
marked higher than Band 5. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS 

Use the band descriptors and practice scripts to arrive 
at your mark. 

 

Do not over-reward answers that adopt an overly 
descriptive approach. 

Do not credit comments about headings, the logo and 
photographs that are the focus of Question 2(a). 

 

Use the following annotations to help you arrive at 
your mark: 

 to indicate information points 

 to indicate words/phrases specifically identified 
by the candidate 

 to indicate explanations and analytical 
comment 

 for explanations that are not fully clear 

 for irrelevant material. 
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QUESTION 2b  GENERIC BAND DESCRIPTORS 
**Be prepared to use the FULL range** 
The band descriptors which are shaded reward performance above or below that expected on this paper. 

BAND MARKS DESCRIPTOR 
Above 

4 
14 
13 
12 

 A good range of points showing a secure understanding of the ways in which information and 
language contribute to the text’s purpose 

 Careful supporting references and some analytical comment 
 Sound awareness of text and task 
 

4 11 
10 

 A range of points showing a sound understanding of the ways in which information and language 
contribute to the text’s purpose 

 Appropriate supporting references and an attempt at an analytical approach 
 Task has been addressed for the main part 
 

5 9 
8 

 Easier information points together show some understanding of the text’s purpose 
 Comments tend to be descriptive rather than analytical, and references may be inert 
 Some focus on the task 
 

6 7 
6 

 Points likely to concentrate on simpler information and basic language features 
 Assertions predominate, with minimal or no textual evidence in support 
 A little evidence that the task has been understood 
 

7 5 
4 

 Some simple descriptive points 
 Much indiscriminate re-telling of the content, or paraphrase 
 Considerable misunderstanding of the passage and/or task 
 

8 3 
2 

 Only glancing references to the task 
 May consist entirely of indiscriminate re-telling, without explanation or comment 
 Almost complete misunderstanding of passage and task 
 

Below 
8 

1 
0 

 Answers will be brief and hesitant or rambling and unstructured 
 Material selected will have little or no bearing on the task 
 

 
 

12 
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SECTION B:  WRITING  
 
Candidates answer EITHER 3 OR 4. 
 
CRITERIA 
 
Candidates should demonstrate that they can: 
 Write to communicate clearly, effectively and imaginatively, using and adapting forms and selecting vocabulary appropriate to task and 

purpose in ways that engage the reader  
(AO3 i) 

 
 Organise information and ideas into structured and sequenced sentences, paragraphs and whole texts, using a variety of linguistic and 

structural features to support cohesion and over coherence (AO3 ii) 
 
 Use a range of sentence structures for clarity, purpose and effect, with accurate punctuation and spelling (AO3 iii). 
 

13 
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Question Indicative Content Marks Guidance 
3   Candidates have a clearly specified form, 

purpose and audience for this task.  
 
Stronger responses will show some 
appreciation of the need to shape material 
consciously in order to engage the interest of 
the listeners.  There is likely to be some 
evidence of an effective use of rhetorical 
devices 

40 

4   The question invites description of the place 
and the candidate's explanation of why they 
like being there – though there is no 
requirement to balance evenly description 
and explanation. 
 
The writing should engage the reader’s 
interest, and there will be, for the higher 
bands, some evidence of crafting the writing 
to create specific effects for the reader. 
 

40 

NOTES 
Length in itself is not a criterion. Short answers may be self-penalising 
in terms of the marking criteria (e.g. control, development of ideas, 
structure, paragraphing, variety of sentence structures) – but may well 
demonstrate significant qualities.   
 
However, very short answers (fewer than 50 words) should not normally 
be marked higher than Band 7 for either of the two marks for Writing. 
For AO3 (iii), there will not be sufficient evidence of correct spelling and 
punctuation or of a variety of sentence structures. 
 
INSTRUCTIONS 
Use the band descriptors and practice scripts to arrive at your mark. 
 
Award two marks: one for AO3(i)/(ii); another for AO3(iii). 
 
Use the following annotations to help you arrive at your marks: 

  for good ideas 

  for good vocabulary and expression 

  for errors of spelling, punctuation and grammar 

  for awkward expression 

 for weak sentence structure 

  for omissions 
 

Note:  If the candidate has answered Question 4, click on ‘No Response’ for both Question 3 writing elements. Then proceed to 
annotating/marking Question 4. 
If the candidate has answered Question 3, annotate/mark this question and input the two separate marks. Then click on ‘No Response’ for 
both Question 4 writing elements. 
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Generic Marking Criteria for Section B: Writing 
 

Band Marks Descriptors AO3i & AO3ii Marks Descriptors AO3iii 
Above 
Band 

4 

27 
26 
25 
24 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 shows generally competent control of the material but may not 

always convey meaning clearly when using more ambitious 
linguistic devices and structures.  

 demonstrates a secure understanding of the task, addressing 
it in a relevant way and adapting form and style with 
confidence to suit audience and purpose.  

 uses varied vocabulary to create different effects which are 
mainly appropriate to the purpose of the writing, conveying 
thought and meaning clearly.  

 uses structure deliberately and with direction – a focused and 
interesting opening, events and ideas developed clearly and 
in some detail, an appropriate ending.  

 uses paragraphs of varying length and structure for effect,  
which effectively organise and link ideas and create an overall 
sense of coherence. 

13 
12 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses generally well controlled sentence 

structures which are varied in length and 
type and show evidence of being used 
deliberately to create specific effects 
appropriate to the task.  

 shows secure spelling of complex regular 
words and generally secure spelling of 
irregular or more complex vocabulary.  

 uses punctuation to enhance or clarify 
meaning – is accurate both within and 
between sentences, but may make some 
errors in complex sentence structures.  

 

4 23 
22 
21 
20 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 shows general control of the material; the response may be 

straightforward and controlled but linguistically unambitious or 
may lose some control in attempting something ambitious.  

 demonstrates an understanding of the task, addressing it in a 
mainly relevant way with some evidence of adapting form and 
style to suit different audiences and purposes.  

 uses some variety of vocabulary to create different effects and 
to suit the purpose of the writing, but which may be imprecise 
or fail to convey shades of meaning.  

 uses structure with a sense of direction – a clear and focused 
opening, straightforward development of ideas, an attempt to 
achieve an appropriate ending.  

 is organised into paragraphs which may be varied for effect 
and which are carefully linked together to make the sequence 
of events or development of ideas clear to the reader. 
 

11 
10 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses sentence structures which show 

some variety. May tend to repeat 
sentence types, lose control of more 
ambitious structures, or make some 
syntactical errors.  

 usually spells complex regular words 
securely; may make errors with irregular 
or more complex vocabulary.  

 uses punctuation in an attempt to create 
some specific effects; is usually accurate 
for sentence separation and sometimes 
within sentences, but may make less 
secure use of speech marks, colons and 
semi colons.  

 

15 



A680/01 Mark Scheme June 2013 

Band Marks Descriptors AO3i & AO3ii Marks Descriptors AO3iii 
5 19 

18 
17 
16 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 may not always show control of the material; the response 

may be simple and controlled but linguistically unambitious, or 
may attempt something ambitious but tend to lose control.  

 demonstrates some understanding of the task, addressing it 
in a sometimes relevant way and with some attempt to adapt 
form and style to suit audience and purpose.  

 uses vocabulary to create some limited effects, which may 
however be too simple to convey shades of meaning, not fully 
understood or not appropriate and may contain some 
idiomatic errors. 

 uses structure with some sense of direction – a generally 
clear and focused opening, some development of ideas, a 
limited attempt to achieve an appropriate ending. 

 uses paragraphs which may occasionally be varied for effect 
and/or are linked together to make the sequence of events or 
development of ideas fairly clear to the reader. 

 

9 
8 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses sentence structures which show a 

little variety; may tend repeat sentence 
types, lose control of more ambitious 
structures, and/or include syntactical 
errors.  

 usually spells simple regular vocabulary 
securely but may make errors with 
complex regular vocabulary.  

 uses punctuation which sometimes helps 
clarify meaning, usually accurately for 
sentence separation and sometimes 
successfully within sentences.  

 

6 15 
14 
13 
12 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 does not always show control of the material; the response 

may have a level of linguistic error that distracts the reader 
from the merits of the content.  

 demonstrates a limited understanding of the task and 
addresses it with some relevance, making a limited attempt to 
adapt form and style to suit audience and purpose.  

 uses vocabulary which is sometimes chosen for variety and 
interest but likely to be limited in range, sometimes 
inappropriate and may contain some idiomatic errors. 

 structures writing with some sense of direction which may not 
be sustained; a fairly clear opening, some limited 
development of ideas, some sense of an ending. 

 uses paragraphs which create some sense of sequence for 
the events or the development of ideas but which may lack 
unity or have little or no evidence of links between them. 

 

7 
6 

In this band a candidate’s writing: 
 uses repetitive sentence structures, 

which are mainly simple or compound, or 
lengthy with some sense of control. 

 usually spells simple regular vocabulary 
accurately but may make a number of 
typical errors.  

 sometimes uses punctuation accurately 
for sentence separation but has limited 
success with attempts to use it within 
sentences to clarify meaning.  

 

 

16 
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Band Marks Descriptors AO3i & AO3ii Marks Descriptors AO3iii 
7 11 

10 
9 
8 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 shows limited control of the material; the level of linguistic 

error may require the reader to re-read some sentences 
before the meaning is clear. 

 demonstrates a very limited understanding of the task, 
addressing it with occasional focus and making limited attempts 
to adapt form and style to suit audience and purpose. 

 uses vocabulary to create occasional variety and interest but 
which is likely to be very limited in range and often 
inappropriate with some idiomatic errors. 

 shows some signs of organisation and some sense of 
direction – a limited attempt to create an opening, very simple 
or rambling development of ideas, may come to a stop rather 
than achieving a deliberate ending.  

 uses paragraphs which may signal only obvious development 
of events or ideas, or which may be haphazard and lack clear 
links or overall unity. 

 
  

5 
4 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses simple repetitive sentence 

structures with little control of more 
complex ones and frequent syntactical 
faults. 

 spells some simple regular vocabulary 
accurately but makes random errors.  

 uses some basic punctuation with some 
success between sentences but, within 
sentences, usually misuses or omits it. 

 

8 7 
6 
5 
4 
3 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 offers occasional relevant and comprehensible content, but 

density of linguistic error may require the reader to re-read 
and re-organise the text before meaning is clear. 

 demonstrates a little awareness of the task, addressing it with 
intermittent focus; form and style may occasionally be 
appropriate to audience and/or purpose, but this is unlikely to 
be deliberate.  

 uses vocabulary which is very occasionally chosen for variety 
and/or interest but which is very limited in range and often 
inappropriate, with obvious idiomatic errors. 

 shows occasional signs of organisation and a very limited – if 
any – sense of direction.  

 uses paragraphs occasionally to signal very obvious changes 
in the direction of events or ideas, but which may need to be 
re-read or re-organised before the meaning is clear. 

 

3 
2 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses recognisable sentence structures, 

with some accuracy in the use of more 
simple ones. 

 uses erratic spelling which may be 
recognisable for most words but is 
accurate for only a limited number.  

 uses punctuation which is occasionally 
successful but is inconsistent and likely 
to be inaccurate.  

 

17 
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18 

Band Marks Descriptors AO3i & AO3ii Marks Descriptors AO3iii 
Below 
band 8 

2 
1 
0 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 is very short or communicates very little, with some sections 

making no sense at all; may gain some marks where there is 
occasional clarity. 

 shows almost no awareness of task, audience or purpose.  
 uses vocabulary which is seriously limited. 
 shows almost no signs of organisation or sense of direction.  
 uses paragraphs – if at all – in a haphazard way such that, in 

spite of re-reading and re-organising, very little sense 
emerges. 

 

1 
0 

In this band a candidate’s writing:  
 uses spelling and punctuation so 

imprecisely that very little meaning is 
communicated.  

 

 



 
 
 

Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 4 W i_ii 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 0.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 0.00  

1d 4.00  

2a 2.00  

2b 8.00  

3 W i_ii Not Attempted

3 W iii Not Attempted

4 W i_ii 17.00  

4 W iii 7.00  

Total Marks 42.00
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Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1d 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 1.00  

1d 11.00  

2a 5.00  

2b 9.00  

3 W i_ii Not Attempted

3 W iii Not Attempted

4 W i_ii 18.00  

4 W iii 8.00  

Total Marks 57.00
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57 marks - Secure C grade in June 2013.
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Demonstrates some understanding of the task, but does not always show control of the material. Some development of ideas, using paragraphs.



 
 
 

Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 0.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 0.00  

1c 0.00  

1d 2.00  

2a 1.00  

2b Not Attempted  

3 W i_ii Not Attempted

3 W iii Not Attempted

4 W i_ii 6.00  

4 W iii 3.00  

Total Marks 15.00
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Exemplar Script
          C 
15 marks - Ungraded in June 2013.
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Page 2 of 3Print Script

14/06/2013https://www.ca.scoris.rm.com/rmSCORIS_AI/ImageViewer/PrintDocument.aspx?CSI...

fernsi
Text Box
Item Level Comment:
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54 words. Occasional comprehensible content. Very limited sense of direction. Density of linguistic error.



 
 
 

Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 1.00  

1d 9.00  

2a 3.00  

2b 6.00  

3 W i_ii 22.00  

3 W iii 10.00  

4 W i_ii Not Attempted

4 W iii Not Attempted

Total Marks 56.00
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           D 
56 marks - Secure C grade in June 2013.
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Relevant, with some evidence of adapting form and style to suit audience and purpose. No paragraphing, but some development of ideas.



 
 
 

Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 0.00  

1d 6.00  

2a 1.00  

2b 4.00  

3 W i_ii Not Attempted

3 W iii Not Attempted

4 W i_ii 6.00  

4 W iii 3.00  

Total Marks 25.00
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25 marks - Top of G grade in June 2013.
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49 words. A little awareness of the task. Very limited sense of direction.



 
 
 

Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 1.00  

1d 12.00  

2a 5.00  

2b 11.00  

3 W i_ii 23.00  

3 W iii 8.00  

4 W i_ii Not Attempted

4 W iii Not Attempted

Total Marks 65.00
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65 marks - Secure C grade in June 2013.
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Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 1.00  

1b3 1.00  

1c 0.00  

1d 8.00  

2a 0.00  

2b 3.00  

3 W i_ii Not Attempted

3 W iii Not Attempted

4 W i_ii 10.00  

4 W iii 5.00  

Total Marks 31.00
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31 marks - F grade in June 2013.
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Question Item Group: A680/01 
 
 
 
Question Item: 1a1 
 
 

Assessment: A680

Session: June 2013

Question Paper: A680/01 Information and Ideas

Examiner:

Candidate No:

Item Mark Included 
In Total

1a1 1.00  

1a2 1.00  

1b1 1.00  

1b2 0.00  

1b3 0.00  

1c 0.00  

1d 8.00  

2a 3.00  

2b 8.00  

3 W i_ii 18.00  

3 W iii 8.00  

4 W i_ii Not Attempted

4 W iii Not Attempted

Total Marks 48.00
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48 marks - D grade in June 2013.
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Task generally addressed with a little misunderstanding and some repetition.
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fernsi
Text Box
Item Level Comment:
Some focus on the task. Some attempt at language. Limited information points. Fulfils all of Band 6 criteria plus some focus on task.


fernsi
Text Box
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fernsi
Text Box
Item Level Comment:
Attempts something ambitious, but some loss of control. Attempts to adapt form and style to suit audience and purpose.

fernsi
Text Box
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