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SECTION A – CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE FILM, QUESTION 1

The focus for questions in Section A is on the seven frameworks for analysis (FFAs) documented in 
the specification.  Each question set will focus on one or more of these seven FFAs.  Q1 focuses on the 
framework of genre.  It is very important that students identify what framework(s) are being tested in 
the question they are choosing.  

The use of the phrase ‘to what extent’ at the beginning of the question is a signal to students that they 
should engage in a debate within the totality of their response to the question.  When engaging in a 
debate students need to realise that it is the quality of their debate that will inform how successful 
their response is.  In addition to this, questions in this section will always require students to draw 
upon textual evidence informed by understanding of the micro–technical elements (Pg 8, AS/A 
Level Film Studies Specification).  The quality and quantity of these features will also contribute to 
determining how successful the response is.     

Question 1   To what extent does your knowledge of the codes and conventions of film genres aid your 
understanding of the films you have studied?                                                                                                 

[40 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 1 – MID LEVEL 3 RESPONSE
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Mark – 27 marks.
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SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 1 – HIGH LEVEL 3 RESPONSE

COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well

The student has produced a response which shows a thorough knowledge of the films studied and a good command of technical 
codes and terminology – two fundamentals to achieving a successful outcome to this section, as is detailed above.   The student 
offers a good range of textual evidence from the two films and their coverage of the films is generally well balanced.  

How the answer could be improved

The student is clearly mindful of the terms of the question and makes a number of attempts to directly address the question 
set. While they do so, these parts of the response are somewhat underdeveloped – and this is the key reason why this is a level 
3 response but not a level 4 response.  In order to move into level 4, the student would have needed to explain more fully how 
generic codes and conventions impacted upon their understanding, rather than being able to identify the use of textual features as 
hallmarks of the genre.
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Mark – 30 marks.
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well

The student has produced a response which shows a thorough knowledge of the films studied and a good command of technical 
codes terminology – two fundamentals to achieving a successful outcome to this section, as is detailed above.   From a range of 
comments in the response, it becomes clear that the student has a firm understanding of the crime genre and is able to draw 
comparisons between the two chosen films and identify differences to other films – for example between Bullet Boy and Boyz N 
The Hood.  The student offers a good range of textual evidence from the two films mostly anchored around the concept of binary 
oppositions.

How the answer could be improved

The student is clearly mindful of the terms of the question and makes a number of attempts to directly address the question 
set.  While they do so, these parts of the response are somewhat underdeveloped – and this is the key reason why this is a level 
3 response but not a level 4 response.  In order to move into level 4, the student would have needed to explain more fully how 
generic codes and conventions impacted upon their understanding, rather than being able to identify the use of textual features as 
hallmarks of the genre. hallmarks of the genre.

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 1 – LOW LEVEL 3 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well

The response shows a secure knowledge of the texts chosen and is able to demonstrate an understanding of the conventions of 
film noir across the response as a whole.  Also, the student shows an understanding of the terms of question chosen and attempts 
to engage with the question.  For these reasons, the response just about achieves a level 3.

How the answer could be improved

To progress further through the mark scheme – higher into level 3 and beyond – the response would need to consider in greater 
detail the impact of generic codes and conventions in developing personal understanding of the films chosen.  This could be 
supported through a more detailed, forensic examination of examples from the films.

Mark – 26 marks.
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SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 1 – HIGH LEVEL 2 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
On first glance, this response looks very appealing.  However, it too quickly becomes exhausted, hence the level 2 mark 
awarded. 

What the candidate did well

The students makes some good points, particularly on Children of Men, but is unable to develop the response.  

How the answer could be improved

To be able to progress further through the mark range, students need to be able to sustain their argument and do so by linking their 
argument to relevant textual examples from specific sequences or scenes in relation to the focus of the question which is genre and 
/ or by exploring the impact of major characters.

Mark – 23 marks.
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SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 1 – HIGH LEVEL 2 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well

The student is able to demonstrate an understanding of a range of generic conventions and is able to link those generic 
conventions to some examples from the films studied – key reasons in this response achieving level 2.    

How the answer could be improved

To be able to progress further through the mark scheme, the response would need to be more analytically oriented – the discussion 
of the chosen films shows a tendency towards the descriptive.  As has been mentioned above, a key skill for this section is the 
ability to focus on specific elements of the chosen films and apply some of the tools of textual analysis in relation to the focus of the 
question – this is largely absent here.

Mark – 22 marks.
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SECTION A – CONTEMPORARY ENGLISH 
LANGUAGE FILM, QUESTION 2
The focus for questions in Section A is on the seven frameworks for analysis (FFAs) documented in 
the specification.  Each question set will focus on one or more of these seven FFAs.  Q2 focuses on the 
framework of authorship.  It is very important that students identify what framework(s) are being 
tested in the question they are choosing.  

The use of the phrase ‘how far do you agree’ in the question is a signal to students that they should 
engage in a debate within the totality of their response to the question.  When engaging in a debate 
students need to realise that it is the quality of their debate that will inform how successful their 
response is.  In addition to this, questions in this section will always require students to draw upon 
textual evidence informed by understanding of the micro–technical elements (Pg 8, AS/A Level Film 
Studies Specification).  The quality and quantity of these features will also contribute to determining 
how successful the response is.

Question 2.

‘Film is a collaborative art – a film has many authors beside the director’.  With reference to the films 
you have studied, how far do you agree with this statement?

[40]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 2 – HIGH LEVEL 4 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The response shows the range of features detailed above and does it very consistently and knowledgeably, hence this is a very 
secure level 4 response.  The student engages fully with the question and is able to discuss a range of film artists as possible authors 
and do so in direct connection to the texts that they have prepared for examination.  The student has produced a clear and very well 
informed response.  Thus, it is abundantly clear that this is a response which demonstrates a high degree of subject knowledge at 
this level.

Mark – 38 marks.
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SECTION B – CINEMA IN CONTEXT, 
QUESTION 3
Questions in this topic area will focus around aspects of economic, sociological and technological 
contexts impacting upon film production, distribution, exhibition and consumption from within the 
time period of 1895–1915.

It is expected that students will discuss films within their responses, but in difference to Section 
A, discussion of films here should take the role of supporting broader points about economic, 
sociological and technological developments or events in cinema in this time period.  In common with 
Section A, it is expected that students are able to engage in a debate within their responses.

Question 3  ‘The American film industry moved to Hollywood purely to take advantage of the weather 
in California’.  Discuss this view.

  [30 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 3 – HIGH LEVEL 3 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The student has produced a response which ably discusses a range of salient factors which pertain to the question.  In doing so, they 
engage in a sense of debate with the view offered in the statement enclosed within the question.  Hence, this is a very secure level 3 
response.  

How the answer could be improved
To progress to level 4, the student could have offered some brief examples of films produced in the facilities offered by Hollywood 
and could have engaged further with the issues of Edison and the patenting of his technology and further explored the dynamics 
between this and the move to Hollywood.  Additionally, some comparison of weather patterns between California (which are 
mentioned in the response) and the film industry’s original home in New York would have been beneficial.

Mark – 23 marks.
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SECTION B – CINEMA IN CONTEXT, 
QUESTION 4

Question 4   To what extent did advances in technology contribute to the development of storytelling 
in early genre films?

[30 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 4 – LOW LEVEL 4 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
Through well–chosen film examples – The Great Train Robbery and Voyage To The Moon – the student builds up a very strong 
response to the set question by being able to detail the range of technological innovations enacted by the directors of the two films 
and is also able to identify some of the limitations in storytelling skill evident and the reasons for this.  In doing so, the student offers 
a well–rounded, knowledgeable level 4 response.

Mark – 25 marks.
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SECTION B – THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR II 
ON BRITISH CINEMA (1939–45), QUESTION 5
Questions in this topic area will focus around aspects of economic, sociological and technological 
contexts impacting upon film production, distribution, exhibition and consumption from within the 
time period of 1939 – 1945.

It is expected that students will discuss films within their responses, but in difference to Section 
A, discussion of films here should take the role of supporting broader points about economic, 
sociological and technological developments or events in cinema in this time period.  In common with 
Section A, it is expected that students are able to engage in a debate within their responses.

Question 5   Discuss the factors that account for high levels of UK cinema attendance during World 
War II (1939–45).

[30 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 5 – HIGH LEVEL 2 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The response is led by textual examples – which is an entirely worthy approach – and focuses itself on some of the pleasures which 
may arise from viewing such films.  This discussion is augmented by some relevant factual detail.  Taken together, there is sufficient 
evidence of learning to achieve a level 2.  

How the answer could be improved
To progress further, a slightly wider range of factors discussing cinema attendance would have been expected – this could be 
focussed on variety of content at the cinema (fiction films, newsreel footage in a pre–TV age) and also on a more detailed discussion 
of sociological factors – cinemas as a focus for community and as a literal place of safety during bombing raids or threats of them.

Mark – 17 marks.
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SECTION B – THE IMPACT OF WORLD WAR II 
ON BRITISH CINEMA (1939–45), QUESTION 6
Question 6   To what extent was British Cinema used as propaganda on behalf of the British 
government during World War II (1939–45)?

[30 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 6 – LOW LEVEL 3 RESPONSE
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Mark – 19 marks.
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The response offers a range of key points to demonstrate understanding of the issue – sufficient to achieve a low level 3 for this 
question.  As part of the mark scheme terms it – ‘A mostly relevant and appropriate response to the set question’.  Within the time to 
response, this response does deliver on this front.

How the answer could be improved
To progress further, some of the emerging points made about films such as ‘Went The Day Well’ and ‘Millions Like Us’ could have 
been extended in order to make the points clearer.

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 6 – HIGH LEVEL 1 RESPONSE
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Mark – 12 marks.

COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The response shows enough knowledge to achieve at the top end of level 1 – demonstrating some understanding of the period 
and the context in which cinema was operating.  

How the answer could be improved
To progress further beyond level 1, the response needs to be more focussed on specific examples of films and to be able to 
discriminate about the intentions and outcomes of specific films, in place of the generalised and unspecific commentary offered 
here.
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SECTION B – THE RISE OF THE BLOCKBUSTER, 
FORMAT WARS AND MULTIPLEXES (1972–1984), 
QUESTION 8

Questions in this topic area will focus around aspects of economic, sociological and technological 
contexts impacting upon film production, distribution, exhibition and consumption from within the 
time period of 1972 – 1984.

It is expected that students will discuss films within their responses, but in difference to Section 
A, discussion of films here should take the role of supporting broader points about economic, 
sociological and technological developments or events in cinema in this time period.  In common with 
Section A, it is expected that students are able to engage in a debate within their responses.

Question 8   Explain the key reasons for the decline in British cinema attendance figures in the 1970s 
and early 1980s.

[30 ]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 8 – LOW LEVEL 4 RESPONSE



F631 EXEMPLAR CANDIDATE WORK

44

A LEVEL FILM STUDIES



F631 EXEMPLAR CANDIDATE WORK

45

A LEVEL FILM STUDIES

COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The student has produced a highly knowledgeable response to the question – which encapsulates the economic, technological and 
sociological contexts.  The response is clearly well informed by relevant aspects of cinema history up until the time period covered 
by the topic.  All of this knowledge is used to very good effect and produces a level 4 response as a result.

How the answer could be improved
As with the student’s other response in section B, there is room to improve this response by referring to some films to demonstrate 
the points argued.  Nevertheless, this is a strong, detailed response at this level within an assumed writing time of 35 minutes.

Mark – 25 marks.
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SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 8 – HIGH LEVEL 4 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The student offers a very knowledgeable response which is well able to demonstrate a thorough understanding of the historical 
period of the top.  The quantity and quality of factual detail, which the student makes relevant to the question is impressive at this 
level and within the timescale to respond to this question.  A very clear level 4 response.

Mark – 30 marks.
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SECTION B – DEVELOPMENTS IN 21ST 
CENTURY CINEMA AND FILM  (2000 – PRESENT), 
QUESTION 9

Questions in this topic area will focus around aspects of economic, sociological and technological 
contexts impacting upon film production, distribution, exhibition and consumption from within the 
time period of 2000 to the present.

It is expected that students will discuss films within their responses, but in difference to Section 
A, discussion of films here should take the role of supporting broader points about economic, 
sociological and technological developments or events in cinema in this time period.  In common with 
Section A, it is expected that students are able to engage in a debate within their responses.

Question 9   ‘Online film distribution will lead to the death of cinema’. To what extent do you agree 
with this view?

[30]

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 9 – HIGH LEVEL 1 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The response has a limited amount of points to make in response to the question chosen – enough to take it towards the top end of 
level 1, but not beyond.

How the answer could be improved
To be able to make the leap into level 2 and further, the response would needed to be much more focussed on the issue at hand 
and better marshalled some of the facts available to them.  However, the response too quickly slips onto other points such as 
internet piracy without being clear enough about the connections between 3D and its potential longevity and the threat potentially 
posed by internet piracy.  As has mentioned with another section B response, the key academic skill of selecting relevant material to 
the question is not in strong enough evidence in this response.

Mark – 11 marks.
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10 Discuss the view that 3D films represent a major part of the future of cinema.

[30 ]

SECTION B – DEVELOPMENTS IN 21ST 
CENTURY CINEMA AND FILM  (2000 – PRESENT), 
QUESTION 10

SAMPLE ANSWER: QUESTION 10 – HIGH LEVEL 4 RESPONSE
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COMMENTARY
What the candidate did well
The student demonstrates a very high degree of knowledge of the 3 relevant contexts to section B, detailing relevant points from 
all 3 areas and in doing so, being able to support points with film examples, plus, details of financial performance.  Very pleasingly, 
this response offers an international dimension with the very useful discussion on the spread of 3D in China.  For the breadth of the 
response and the detail it manages to contain, this is a clear level 4 response.

Mark – 28 marks.
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