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A2 Contemporary Media Regulation 
Learner resource 1.2
Media regulation is the control or guidance of media content by governments and other bodies.
Self-regulation is when individuals make choices about what media to access, or publish as a prosumer. It is also the display of control by established media outlets who can choose what content to distribute based on moral and ethical guidelines.



Introductory terms and definitions

Censorship is the name for keeping material from an audience. Such material will include graphic images, speech or ideas which may be considered harmful, sensitive or offensive to audience members. Such material and levels of censorship are determined by governments, media outlets and regulatory bodies.
Free speech is the right for individuals and groups to hold opinions and speak without censorship or restraint.
Gatekeeper is the term for who allows and decides which content will go forward and be published or broadcast. Changing technologies have drastically altered the traditional gatekeeping process.

Private v. public is debate about what information is kept from the wider audience and what information (about individuals) should not be allowed into the public domain.
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