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QUESTION 5D

Identify and explain two disadvantages of using Source 1 to study the re-offending of prisoners in 
Investigation 1.                            [4]

GENERAL COMMENTS ABOUT QUESTION 5D
This question required candidates to identify accurately (for 2 marks) two disadvantages of the secondary data in the table in Source 
1 used to study the reoffending of prisoners. For further marks each disadvantage needed to be explained in relation to the table. 
This question proved challenging as whilst identify marks were achieved, the explanation marks were often too generic. Simply 
explaining the meaning of ‘adapted’ without reference to the source cannot be credited as an explanation. Candidates need to take 
care with over use of simplistic disadvantages such as ‘out of date’ if the data is less than five years old.

SAMPLE ANSWER 1 (2 MARKS)

2 out of 4 marks

COMMENTARY
This response is from a candidate who achieved a very high mark on the paper overall. The second point is excellent with a clear 
disadvantage identified in the second line and followed by an explanation linked to the issue of reoffending.

However, no marks have been awarded for the first point. Data derived from official statistics is not a disadvantage in itself and 
official statistics are likely to have a more representative sample than other sources of data. It is also a generic point and not related 
to the issue. 



EXEMPLAR CANDIDATE ANSWERS
UNIT B673

4

GCSE SOCIOLOGY

SAMPLE ANSWER 2 (3 MARKS)

3 out of 4 marks 

COMMENTARY
The first point identifies a disadvantage in the second sentence i.e biased. No explanation mark has been credited as there is no 
reference to the issue of re-offending.

The second point has been credited with 2 marks. The first sentence identifies a disadvantage which is related to the topic. The 
second sentence is an explanation, made clear through good use of sociological language. 
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SAMPLE ANSWER 3 (4 MARKS)

4 out of 4 marks 

COMMENTARY
The first point identifies a clear disadvantage ie. that data (sentences over 4 years) has been omitted. The next two lines are a 
developed explanation of how this could affect the results.

The second point has the disadvantage that it could be biased data. The explanation is in the first two lines of the second point ie. 
that it has been adapted from the Ministry of Justice data 2011. This means there is direct reference to the table in the source. 

The last point made could not be credited even if the candidate had not already achieved the full marks. This is because the data is 
four years old and being less than five years old is not credited as out of date. Often official statistics are not published immediately.
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QUESTION 13: 

Using both Investigation 1 and Investigation 2 and your sociological knowledge, answer the following 
question.

Using both of the investigations and your sociological knowledge, evaluate to what extent the sampling 
used was successful for investigating criminals. 

You could focus on the following:

•	 the	sample	size

•	 the	sample	composition

•	 the	sample	type

                             [12]

GENERAL COMMENTS ABOUT QUESTION 5D
This is the final question on the B673 paper and the one which requires the most extended writing. Candidates must plan carefully 
to ensure they have time for this question. Although often referred to as an ‘essay’, it does not need to follow the usual format of an 
essay and candidates who write lengthy introductions and conclusions may not be making the best use of their time.

Most importantly candidates must read the question carefully; there is no set format for this question and they need to take care 
to note with accuracy which investigation they need to use (or both) and whether they need to focus on the primary methods or 
secondary sources or both, or any other techniques used in the investigations such as sampling. In this question, many candidates 
assumed that only the primary methods were to be used but the secondary research in the pre-release investigations had discussion 
of the sampling methods used. 

Also important is that candidates note the bullet points in the question. Unlike essays in the other units, these are for guidance and 
full marks can be achieved even if they do not address them all. The bullet points change from year to year to correspond with the 
question. What is important is that candidates; use a wide range of material from the investigation/s, develop the points they make, 
use sociological concepts and demonstrate an evaluative approach. They should also relate closely to each primary method and/or 
the sources in the pre-release in their answer so they do not provide simply a generic response which could not be credited higher 
than level 1.

To achieve the top level, candidates must identify both advantages and disadvantages of the sampling used in a range of the 
primary / secondary methods and data across both investigations. The higher level skill of evaluation within a method (ie. both 
advantages and disadvantages) is well rewarded. Candidates must also relate back to the topic of investigating criminals. In 
addition some top level answers could include some suggestion (possibly implicit) as to how one or more of the methods could be 
improved.
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SAMPLE ANSWER 1 (5 MARKS)
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5 out of 12 marks 

COMMENTARY
This response scrapes into Level 2. In part it is descriptive but given the benefit of the doubt it has been categorised as a basic 
response, only just above limited. It makes reference to two methods across the two investigations and has made an attempt to be 
evaluative. These factors take it above Level 1. 

The first sentence has not been credited as it does not relate to sampling. In the second paragraph, some use of sociological 
concepts has been made with accuracy. There is an implicit disadvantage regarding the use of the guards and a clear disadvantage 
relating to the responses, further developed through the use of examples from the relevant source in Investigation 1. There is also an 
implicit advantage with regard to the size of the sample.

The third paragraph has a clearly explained disadvantage relating to both sample size and composition and there is direct reference 
to the source in Investigation 2.

The final paragraph has not been credited as it is either unrelated to sampling or repeats the earlier points made.
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SAMPLE ANSWER 2 (8 MARKS)
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8 out of 12 marks 

COMMENTARY
This is moving toward a good response in which the candidate has discussed (in the first part) the sampling used in three of the 
primary methods in the two investigations. Disadvantages are identified and discussed with some development of the points made. 
There is appropriate use of sociological concepts and some suggestions for improvement of the sampling.

The last part refers to the secondary research in Investigation 2 which is commendable and increases the range. However, some of 
the information is not relevant to sampling and the references which are made to the sampling are descriptive. 

Apart from in the first sentence, there is no debate as the focus is on disadvantages. Without more developed evaluation and a more 
balanced debate, the response cannot be placed in the top level. Due to the range, it has been placed at the top of level 2.
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SAMPLE ANSWER 2 (8 MARKS)
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12 out of 12 marks 

COMMENTARY
This response uses four of the primary and secondary methods and within these, a range of issues related to sampling have been 
explored. There is evaluation throughout with discussion of both advantages and disadvantages within and between each method. 
There is some sophistication and the points made have been developed well. Good and accurate use has been made of relevant 
sociological concepts and there is good application through reference to specific aspects of the methods relating to investigating 
criminals.

The response fulfils the criteria for the top band with any suggestion for improvement very much implicit through the criticisms. 
The quality of the evaluation which is a very difficult skill at GCSE level and the range which includes use of the secondary research 
means it has been awarded full marks. 
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