
Thursday 19 May 2016 – Morning
AS GCE RELIGIOUS STUDIES

G578/01 Islam

QUESTION PAPER

*
5
0
4
1
4
3
0
6
6
2
*

INSTRUCTIONS TO CANDIDATES

• Complete the boxes on the Answer Booklet with your name, centre number and 
candidate number.

• Use black ink.
• Write the number of each question answered in the margin.
• Read each question carefully. Make sure you know what you have to do before starting 

your answer.
• Answer two questions.
• Do not write in the bar codes.

INFORMATION FOR CANDIDATES

• The number of marks is given in brackets [ ] at the end of each question or part 
question.

• The total number of marks for this paper is 70.
• This document consists of 2 pages. Any blank pages are indicated.

INSTRUCTIONS TO EXAMS OFFICER / INVIGILATOR

• Do not send this Question Paper for marking; it should be retained in the centre or 
recycled. Please contact OCR Copyright should you wish to re-use this document.

OCR is an exempt Charity
Turn over

© OCR 2016 [J/500/7826]
DC (RW) 106923/1

Candidates answer on the Answer Booklet.

OCR supplied materials:
• 12 page Answer Booklet (OCR12)

(sent with general stationery)

Other materials required:
None

* G 5 7 8 0 1 *

Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes

Oxford Cambridge and RSA



2

G578/01 Jun16© OCR 2016

Oxford Cambridge and RSA

Copyright Information

OCR is committed to seeking permission to reproduce all third-party content that it uses in its assessment materials.  OCR has attempted to identify and contact all copyright holders 
whose work is used in this paper.  To avoid the issue of disclosure of answer-related information to candidates, all copyright acknowledgements are reproduced in the OCR Copyright 
Acknowledgements Booklet.  This is produced for each series of examinations and is freely available to download from our public website (www.ocr.org.uk) after the live examination series.

If OCR has unwittingly failed to correctly acknowledge or clear any third-party content in this assessment material, OCR will be happy to correct its mistake at the earliest possible 
opportunity.

For queries or further information please contact the Copyright Team, First Floor, 9 Hills Road, Cambridge CB2 1GE. 

OCR is part of the Cambridge Assessment Group; Cambridge Assessment is the brand name of University of Cambridge Local Examinations Syndicate (UCLES), which is itself a 
department of the University of Cambridge.

Answer two questions.

1 (a) Explain the particular and unique nature of the Qur’an. [25]

 (b) To what extent does it matter where a surah was revealed? [10]

2 (a) Explain the significance of Hajj for Muslim life and the Ummah. [25]

 (b) ‘A journey, once in a lifetime, cannot be considered equal to prayer five times a day.’ Discuss.
 [10]

3 (a) Explain the Jewish and Zoroastrian influences on Pre-Islamic Arabia. [25]

 (b) To what extent did the religious environment in Pre-Islamic Arabia influence the message of 

Muhammad  ? [10]

4 (a) Explain how the principle of Shirk influences the design and decoration of mosques. [25]

 (b) To what extent is the architecture and design of a mosque an important aspect of Muslim 
worship? [10]
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