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Introduction
We asked students to answer questions from the Sample 
Question Paper for H573/03 Developments in Christian 
Thought: http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242926-unit-
h573-03-developments-in-christian-thought-sample-
assessment-material.pdf

The sample answers in this resource have been 
extracted from original candidate work to maintain 
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner 
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided 
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed 
answers. Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible 
level for each Assessment Objective when marking these 
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which 
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore 
the level awarded here should be considered to be only 
an estimation of what would be awarded. How levels 
and marks correspond to grade boundaries depends on 
the Awarding process that happens after all/most of the 
scripts are marked and depends on a number of factors, 
including candidate performance across the board. 
Details of this process can be found here: http://ocr.org.
uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-
accuracy.pdf

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242926-unit-h573-03-developments-in-christian-thought-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242926-unit-h573-03-developments-in-christian-thought-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242926-unit-h573-03-developments-in-christian-thought-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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‘Hell is an idea not a place.’ Discuss.              [40]

Candidate A

The response begins with a simple 
introduction. Introductions, when 
used, can vary in quality and rarely 
add to the essay mark. Confident 
candidates can sometimes state 
the position they intend to take 
in an introduction (e.g. ‘we shall 
see that…’) but broadly-speaking, 
introductions are not a vital part 
of an essay.

The second paragraph turns to 
Augustine and states Augustine’s 
view that hell is a real place. The 
Scriptural quotation might have 
been better selected and deployed 
– perhaps Matthew 25 (The Sheep 
and the Goats), with the possibility 
of a counterpoint being made, 
such as the idea that hell is not 
consistently mentioned in the Old 
Testament. It is a surprise that 
the third paragraph moves on so 
swiftly to Dante where a simplistic 
view of hell is stated. The two are 
brought together in the fourth 
paragraph and a simple point 
about literal interpretation of 
Scripture is made and rejected by 
the candidate.

Hick is introduced in the next 
paragraph. Note that the 
introduction of each key thinker 
is done so in the format ‘X 
believes…’ – rather like a ‘PEE’ 
paragraph. However, this is 
knowledge-driven: i.e. the 
candidate is selecting material 
based on knowledge surrounding 
the topic. Better responses are 
argument-driven, selecting 
material based on the point for/
against the statement that is 
trying to be made.

The Hick paragraph is a simplistic 
overview of his views but does 
serve as an opposing approach 
to Augustine, although the 
complexity of Hick’s ideas is 
covered very swiftly.
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The next paragraph recalls 
information on Christian views 
on the afterlife. A lot is covered in 
a series of short sentences; this is 
often (not always!) an indicator 
of the quality of writing (note the 
‘Assessment of Extended Response’ 
in the final line of each level at 
AO2).

The concluding paragraph 
demonstrates the lack of focus 
on the question as hell is barely 
mentioned.

Candidate A (cont)

Examiner commentary 
The application of the levels of response varies each year after standardisation and this essay is likely to sit on the borderline 
between Levels 2 and 3 for AO1, depending on whether, in a given year, the essay is deemed to be ‘basic’ or the beginning of 
‘satisfactory’. At this stage it would seem like low Level 3 might be attained because of the third bullet point.

At AO2, the selection of material for and against the idea of hell fulfils the idea of ‘assertion’ found in the levels of response. 
This response probably would sit towards the bottom of Level 2 because of bullet points 2, 3 and 4 especially of the levels. 
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‘Hell is an idea not a place.’ Discuss.              [40]

Candidate B

The introduction to this essay 
states clearly what hell is and the 
terms of reference for the response. 
It states clearly the direction of the 
essay in the final sentence, telling 
the assessor that the candidate 
has understood the focus of and 
drive of the question – and intends 
to answer it.

The first main paragraph 
begins with Augustine and uses 
Dante and then Matthew 25 
as supporting evidence. The 
counterpoint is stated and might 
have better engaged directly with 
material on Augustine; in the end, 
more could perhaps have been 
said about Augustine.
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Candidate B (cont)

The next paragraph engages 
directly with a point attributed 
to Augustine. There is a balanced 
discussion of this point before it is 
expanded well in a discussion of 
the nature of God and whether 
the Christian God could allow 
eternal, physical punishment. As 
the paragraph develops, it is clear 
that the candidate is engaging 
with the material raised in order 
to assess whether hell can be a 
physical place.
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In the next paragraph, there is 
further discussion about the 
nature of a loving God and hell’s 
place within this. This is developed 
in the following paragraph with 
a discussion on the Irenaean 
theodicy (wrongly-attributed, but 
the analysis is more important), 
leading to a rejection of hell being 
a physical place.

Candidate B (cont)
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There follows a statement of 
the idea that hell is a separation 
from God, with a simplistic 
portrayal of Catholic beliefs. The 
next paragraph looks at hell as a 
human idea that fits the deserved 
punishment of mortal sinners. 
Further engagement with these 
points may have been useful.

Candidate B (cont)
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The penultimate paragraph looks 
at the idea of beliefs about the 
soul and the implications of this 
to the concept of hell. There is brief 
discussion in the final sentence, 
but not fully developed.

The conclusion reflects the drive of 
the essay and reminds the assessor 
that there has been good focus on 
the question throughout.

Candidate B (cont)
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Candidate B (cont)

Examiner commentary 
The essay shows a wide range of knowledge, usually well-developed, and solid argument in many paragraphs. The candidate 
is perhaps struggling to work out where hell as an idea fits into what they have learnt. As a result, the clarity of the essay at 
both AO1 and AO2 suffers. The candidate is clearer on the arguments about hell as a physical place, but is perhaps not sure 
whether hell as a spiritual place is the same as hell as an idea. At AO1, therefore, it seems to fulfil all the bullet points for Level 
4 and perhaps begins to fulfil criteria for Level 5. At AO2, the argument is ‘mostly successful’ because of the inconsistencies in 
paragraphs. It perhaps does not fully meet the third bullet point in Level 5’s requirement of being ‘coherently developed and 
justified’ (because of inconsistencies) and so would not achieve all marks in Level 5 for AO2.
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