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Introduction
This resource comprises student answers from the Sample 
Question Paper for J384 Component 03 http://www.
ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-
exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf 

The sample answers in this resource have been 
extracted from original candidate work to maintain 
their authenticity. They are supported by examiner 
commentary. Please note that this resource is provided 
for advice and guidance only and does not in any way 
constitute an indication of grade boundaries or endorsed 
answers. 

Whilst a senior examiner has provided a possible level 
for each Assessment Objective when marking these 
answers, in a live series the mark a response would get 
depends on the whole process of standardisation, which 
considers the big picture of the year’s scripts. Therefore 
the level awarded here should be considered to be only 
an estimation of what would be awarded. 

How levels and marks correspond to grade boundaries 
depends on the Awarding process that happens after all/ 
most of the scripts are marked and depends on a number 
of factors, including candidate performance across 
the board. Details of this process can be found here: 
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-
assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
http://ocr.org.uk/Images/142042-marking-and-grading-assuring-ocr-s-accuracy.pdf
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Question 1(c)

(c) Discuss how Ghana is typical of an LIDC. Justify your answer using evidence from Figs 2 and 3. 
   [6]

Images removed due to copyright 
permission. The full resource booklet 
can be downloaded from:

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
Images/207283-unit-j384-03-
geographical-exploration-sample-
assessment-material.pdf

Images removed due to copyright 
permission. The full resource booklet 
can be downloaded from:

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
Images/207283-unit-j384-03-
geographical-exploration-sample-
assessment-material.pdf

Images removed due to copyright 
permission. The full resource booklet 
can be downloaded from:

http://www.ocr.org.uk/
Images/207283-unit-j384-03-
geographical-exploration-sample-
assessment-material.pdf

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/207283-unit-j384-03-geographical-exploration-sample-assessment-material.pdf
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Exemplar 1 (Level 2)

Ghana is typical of an LIDC because they have very low GNI per capita. This means that they have less money to 
be able to develop the country which is why they also have low numbers of doctors and low life expectancy. 
Money is essential in order to be able to develop a country and Ghana is stuck in a cycle of poverty where they 
do not earn a lot of money from the primary industry so they cannot invest in better health care and education 
so they cannot get better jobs to make them an EDC or AC. This is typical of LIDC countries.

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded a Level 2 mark.  This question has 
AO2 and AO3 marks allocated to it so it is important that both 
elements (an understanding of what characteristics makes an 
LIDC for AO2 and an analysis of how Ghana is typical of an LIDC 
for AO3 marks) are included in the answer.

In this answer, there is reasonable understanding of the 
characteristics of an LIDC. The candidate mentions ‘less money’ 
which has been developed further by referring to ‘low doctors 
and low life expectancy’ however there has not been a link to 
figures 2 and 3 for some evidence (AO3) in order to form well-
developed statements for Level 3.

For AO3, there is some indication that the candidate has made 
a reasonable analysis of how Ghana is typical of an LIDC using 
information such as ‘low GNI per capita’ and ‘they do not earn a 
lot of money from primary industry’ which has been expanded 
to include developed references to a lack of investment in health 
care and education but, again, there is no specific evidence used 
from figures to support this answer more fully.

In order to move from a Level 2, this candidate needs to refer 
to specific statistics from the table and use these to justify the 
typical level for the LIDCs in the table as well as refer to Ghana’s 
specific characteristics. One example of this would be explaining 
how cocoa, gold and timber are primary industries for the AO3 
marks.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Ghana is typical of an LIDC in many ways. Figure 2 states that the life expectancy in Ghana is only 66 year. In 
comparison to the other countries in the figure such as France or Australia this is very low. This could be down 
to the fact that in Ghana there is only 1 doctor to every 10,000 people meaning that not very many people are 
receiving healthcare. However the GDP for Ghana is higher than other LIDC’s in the figure, such as Mozambique 
with a GDP of 590USD, roughly 1/3 of Ghana’s GDP. 

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded a Level 2 mark.  This question has 
AO2 and AO3 marks allocated to it so it is important that both 
elements (an understanding of what characteristics makes an 
LIDC for AO2 and an analysis of how Ghana is typical of an LIDC 
for AO3 marks) are included in the answer.

For AO2, there is limited explanation of the characteristics of an 
LIDC however there is reasonable reference to Ghana having 
a higher GDP than another named LIDC (Mozambique) with a 
developed statement referring to why Ghana may not be typical 
of an LIDC using data to explain the point.

For AO3, this is more clearly explained and there is reasonable 
explanation stating how the life expectancy statistics are lower 
than France and Australia and a developed statement referring to 
Ghana’s low number of doctors and access to healthcare.

In order to gain a Level 3, this candidate needed to fully explain 
the links between the low numbers of doctors and low life 
expectancy figures, which had already been introduced and been 
given as clear characteristics of an LIDC.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

From the information in Fig 2 and 3, there is some evidence that Ghana is typical of an LIDC and some evidence 
that it is not.

According to Figure 2, Ghana has much lower figures for GNI per capita, Doctors per 1000 people, life 
expectancy and access to clean water than the 4 AC countries in the table, however Ghana has the highest 
levels of GNI per capita, life expectancy and access to clean water than the other 3 African countries which can 
show it is on its way to being an EDC.

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded a Level 1 mark.  This question has 
AO2 and AO3 marks allocated to it so it is important that both 
elements (an understanding of what characteristics makes an 
LIDC for AO2 and an analysis of how Ghana is typical of an LIDC 
for AO3 marks) are included in the answer.

For AO2, this candidate has referred to ‘the 4 AC countries’ and 
‘the other 3 African countries’ but has not referred to LIDC within 
the answer and, although this can be inferred, this is only in a 
basic way.

For AO3, this candidate refers to specific statistics in which Ghana 
is lower than the ‘4 AC countries’ but has not referred to what 
these statistics represent or how having lower values links to 
being a typical LIDC. 

There is reference to Ghana being one of the more developed 
African nations however, once again, this is implied and only at a 
basic level.

In order to gain a Level 2, this candidate needs to explain how the 
statistics can link to the typical characteristics of the LIDC and use 
examples from figures 2 and 3 to justify their ideas. 
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Question 2(b)

(b*)  ‘The physical geography of Ghana causes its pattern of food security.’

 To what extent do you agree with this statement? Give reasons for your answers and include 
 references to the information in Figs 5a, 5b and 6. [12]
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Exemplar 1 (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary
This answer would achieve a Level 4. An answer to this question 
addresses AO2 marks relating to the understanding of food 
security and AO3 marks relating to the analysis of the resources 
relating to Ghana’s food security and judgement relating to the 
extent of agreement with the question.

For AO2, this candidate shows a comprehensive understanding 
of food security throughout their answers. For AO3, the candidate 
uses data from the map in order to outline the differences 
in food security across the country and then links this, in a 
comprehensive way, to the physical geography of the country. 
The candidate is able to extrapolate data from the maps, using 
their understanding of rainforests to explain the link between 
rainfall levels and food security. They are then able to use specific 
quotes in a well-developed way to link the physical characteristics 
of the country to the food security differences.

The candidate then looks at the evidence that food security may 
not be totally linked to the physical geography and links the 
inability to be food secure in some areas to the fact the country 
is an LIDC and the lack of mechanised farming, bringing in their 
own understanding of ways to increase food security from the 
Resource Reliance element of the course specification. The final 
paragraph summarises the rest of the answer and addresses to 
what extent they agree with the statement.
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Exemplar 2 (Level 3)

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded a Level 3. An answer to this 
question addresses AO2 marks relating to the understanding 
of food security and AO3 marks relating to the analysis of the 
resources relating to Ghana’s food security as well as a judgement 
as to what extent the physical geography of Ghana causes its 
pattern of food security.

To address AO2, the candidate shows thorough understanding of 
food security through their analysis of the materials and, although 
this is not explicit, the link between crops and the decrease of 
food security in the first paragraph is then built on throughout 
the answer. 

To address AO3, the overall statement linking food security to 
the climate in the first paragraph is then developed further in 
the second paragraph with correct use of high pressure as a 

reason for the climate becoming drier as you reach the North of 
the country. The candidate also uses the resources to add some 
evidence to their explanations referring to the farmers in Tamale 
and Axim resulting in a reasonable explanation. 

In order to achieve a Level 4, the candidate would need to 
include a thorough analysis of the information provided and 
make a judgement about the extent to which they agree 
with the statement. The candidate would need to show some 
acknowledgement that the food security differences are not 
completely linked to physical factors and that the lack of money 
for food, as mentioned by the MoFA member in resource 6 also 
has an impact on the ability of people to increase their food 
security.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
This answer would achieve a Level 2. The candidate has been 
able to make the connection between the north of Ghana 
being less productive for food and that this is linked to a correct 
understanding of food security to create a reasonable answer 
for the AO2 element of the question but has not been able to 
explain why the land is less productive. 

For AO3, the candidate has, in a basic statement, shown that 
they can link tropical grasslands and low food security on the 
map but this is not developed. The second paragraph links, in a 
basic way, people having less food security due to people not 
having enough money to buy food. This is not linked directly to a 
resource and is also not explained.

The third paragraph is a developed statement which enables the 
candidate to gain the Level 2 through the AO3 thread. They link 
the productivity of the tropical rainforest to the growth of cocoa 
beneath the trees and the nutrients that they can gain from this 
position with the ability to use these conditions to grow their 
own food as well with a reasonable link to food security.

The candidate could have improved this answer by using their 
understanding of food security to explain why the physical 
conditions could lead to a lower food security in Northern areas. 
They also needed to develop their statements about the lack 
of money by incorporating ways in which having more money 
could help them maintain food security levels. The candidate has 
included basic reference to the resources (AO3) and so limited 
analysis which needs to be much developed to move through 
the levels. The candidate also needs to make a judgement as to 
what extent the physical geography of Ghana causes its pattern 
of food security.

I agree with this statement. From the maps I can see that the south of Ghana is more food secure in the north 
of Ghana. In Tamale, the land where they grow their food isn’t very productive. They can grow enough food to 
live but lately they’re having to buy food more often and then that’s being really expensive. 

Also, on the maps, where it shows us whether tropical grassland are, that’s where it shows very low food secu-
rity in the North. That’s also where Tamale is. The reason for the level of food security is having enough food for 
the population, people having enough money to buy food and grow food. 

Axim in the south of Ghana the tropical rainforests are so much more productive. They grow cocoa beneath 
the trees to give them shelter and nutrients to grow and they can also grow and buy their own food without 
struggle.
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(b)

Using the newspaper extract above and your own understanding, evaluate the impacts of human 
activity on Ghana’s rainforest. [6]

Question 3(b)

Deforestation may have been caused by the need for more space for ranching cattle. Cattle ranching negativity 
affects the rainforests as trees are cut down to make space, this results in a disruption  of the nutrient cycle, 
which means that trees, plants and crops will struggle to grow, increased risk of flooding (less trees to absorb 
water) and a lack of habitat for the animals. The monkeys, antelope and elephants may start to reduce in 
numbers as there is more competition for food and shelter as more trees get chopped down, This can have a 
major negative effect on the balance of an ecosystem, complex food chains may be distorted which may cause 
even more animals to die. In addition I’m certain that these animals would have been hunted by poachers in 
the past for their fur or horns again resulting in a reduction in biodiversity in Ghana’s rainforests.
 
However the people of Ghana are starting to combat the deforestation with a sustainable logging system, 
where farmers replace trees with the ones they chop down. This is positive in the long term as there will not be 
a net decrease of trees. This means that animals with have a home in the future and flooding will not be more 
of a problem. However a baby tree (right now) won’t supply the animals with the same shelter as the big tree 
would’ve done, or absorb the same amount of water therefore biodiversity could still be reduced and flooding 
still a risk!
 
Overall Ghana are taking the correct steps forward to stop and slow deforestation but it is already too late for 
many trees and animals which have had to die for fuel, trade and to make space for cattle.

Exemplar 1 (Level 3)

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded Level 3 marks. An answer 
to this question should address AO2 marks relating to the 
understanding human impacts on the rainforest and AO3 marks 
relating to the evaluation of how much impact human activity is 
having on Ghana’s rainforest.

For AO2, there is thorough understanding of the human impacts 
of the rainforest with well-developed statements explaining the 
impact of deforestation on both the nutrient cycle and on the 
animals within the rainforest. Each of these points have been 
developed with an explanation and then extended further with 
examples or additional impacts on the ecosystem.

For AO3, there is a clear link to Ghana and the specific ways in 
which the resources have stated that Ghana has been using the 
rainforest. The well-developed statements relating to sustainable 
logging have shown excellent evaluation with both positives and 
negatives of human use being thoroughly covered within the 
answer. The overall evaluation at the end of the answer shows a 
clear summary of the question.



Candidate Style Answers

15

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2018

Humans have a huge impact on the rainforest. By cutting down trees for selling the timber, there are a series 
of consequences on the ecosystem. The trees are where the majority of the nutrients for the rainforest are 
held and, because it is so warm and moist, decomposition happens very quickly and nutrients in the soil are 
very quickly taken up by the trees. This means that when the trees are cut down, there is very thin soil that is 
washed away by the heavy rain where there is no longer any shelter from the canopy layer.

You can selectively log trees in the rainforest and this means that you don’t cut down many trees in the same 
area. This means that there is still shelter from the rain and the nutrients are not washed away but the people 
are still getting to sell the timber so they can earn money which means that they can then further invest in 
education and healthcare in Ghana.

Exemplar 2 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded Level 2 marks. An answer 
to this question should address AO2 marks relating to the 
understanding human impacts on the rainforest and AO3 marks 
relating to the evaluation of how much impact human activity is 
having on Ghana’s rainforest.

For AO2, this answer shows thorough understanding of the 
impacts of deforestation on the rainforest with well-developed 
statements referring to the impact that deforestation has on the 
rainforest. There are also well-developed statements relating to 
sustainable logging and the ways in which this can reduce the 
negative impacts of human uses whilst still providing a source of 
income for the people.

For AO3, this answer is completely lacking. There is no direct 
reference to any part of the extract or to Ghana and this answer 
could have been written as a generic answer relating to any 
rainforest in the world. This, therefore, does not reach even a basic 
standard for AO3 and this would need to be incorporated in 
order to achieve Level 2 or 3.

Overall, this answer met the criteria for Level 3 in AO2 and none 
of the criteria for AO3 so, overall, it would gain a Level 2 mark 
due to the holistic marking of the answer and the use of well-
developed statements in one area of the question focus.
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Exemplar 3 (Level 1)

Examiner commentary
This answer would be awarded Level 1 marks. An answer 
to this question should address AO2 marks relating to the 
understanding human impacts on the rainforest and AO3 marks 
relating to the evaluation of how much impact human activity is 
having on Ghana’s rainforest.

For AO2, there is a basic understanding of both the positive 
and negative impacts of human activity in the rainforest and 
deforestation, trading, impact on food webs and tourism are 
mentioned although all using simple statements.

For AO3, there is a basic evaluation with some simple statements 
relating to ways that Ghana’s rainforest will suffer as well as a very 
simple statement on how it could benefit from cutting down the 
rainforest. 

In order to achieve a Level 2, there would need to be some 
development of the simple statements with a clear reason stated 
as to why the impacts would positively or negatively affect the 
rainforest.
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4* Ghana is an LIDC. Using information from the separate Resource Booklet and your own 
 understanding, write a brief report on Ghana’s current economic development and decide on a 
 strategy to help Ghana continue its development. In your report you must:

 1 Outline Ghana’s current level of development including its successes and challenges.

 2 Propose one strategy which would allow Ghana to develop further and justify how this strategy  
  would be able to increase development. 
   [12] 
   Spelling, punctuation and grammar and the use of specialist terminology [3]

Question 4

Ghana is certainly an LIDC, and is probably sitting on pre conditions for take off on Rostow’s development 
model.
 
Ghana is doing incredibly well compared to other African countries, take Kenya there GNI per capita is $930 
whilst Ghana’s is $1760. This means that the people of Ghana on average have more money as a result they 
can afford more food, more healthcare, more education and overall a better standard of living. As more people 
in your country afford higher education there will be more skilled workers which will boost the economy 
which can boost the level of development even further. Ghana is also thriving in terms of access to water to 
fresh water compared to other LIDC, Ghana is around 17% more water secure. This means that there is less 
deadly diseases spread through the water meaning less money can be spent on healthcare which leads to 
further funds for other types of infrastructure to be improved.  However Ghana isn’t all perfect, the majority 
of its industry is primary (about 60%) this highlights a lack of skilled workers and higher education. The issue 
with primary industry is that there isn’t a very big profit margin for the products and they can also rely on the 
weather for growth (cocoa beans or timber) this means that the income may be unpredictable and low crop 
yields can seriously damage Ghana’s economy which means long term investment in development is risky. ACs 
also tend to have the majority of their industries being tertiary or quaternary.
 
The strategy I propose is to target food security, I feel we can’t focus on the development of universities of 
schools or hospitals until we’ve tackled the foundations. And obviously we need food to survive. My idea is 
to increase funding in agriculture in the south of Ghana, with this funding farmers can buy fertilisers or better 
equipment to keep up the high production of food, but then I would improve rail links from south to north so 
the food could be brought in the north where food security is low due to the challenge of growing crops in 
the harsh desert / Savanna climate. This would increase development as more people would have access to 
food. This means that less people will be malnourished so are fitter to work and less prone to disease meaning 
the need for hospitals will decrease as a result this will boost the economy as you will have more workers and 
less money being spent on health care. Another benefit of this strategy is that any excess food can be sold to 
ACs, this money can then be used to invest in further development projects. Also this strategy is useful because 
it involves internal trade this is beneficial as the government has more control over the prices which means 
the farmers can’t be ripped off by ACs, this leads to farmers having higher incomes meaning there standard of 
living should be better again leading to less problems surrounding health and disease.
 
Overall Ghana is working towards closing the gap between LIDCs and ACs but it still has more development 
to do and I feel that tackling food security will lay the foundations for Ghana to really push on in terms of 
development. 

Exemplar 1 (Level 4)
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Examiner commentary
This answer is a Level 4. Answers for this question are mainly 
concerned with AO3 marks relating to interpretation, evaluation 
and judgement relating to the resources as well as a smaller 
number of AO2 marks relating to understanding of relevant 
development strategies that could be implemented.

This candidate gives a comprehensive answer using well 
developed statements to give clear information on how 
Ghana’s GNI shows that it is successful linking to appropriate 
explanations of the impact that this can have in the country. 
The well -developed reasoning relating to water security and its 
links to healthcare also showed clear reasoning and thorough 
explanation of the raw data.

With the challenges for Ghana, the candidate is able to give 
well-developed statements using information from different 
resources in the booklet relating to primary industry and is able 
to comprehensively explain how this aspect of the country is 
a challenge for its further economic growth. Throughout the 
first part of the answer, data from the resources (although not 
referenced) is used to justify the points made.

Within the second part of the question, the candidate has 
comprehensively evaluated the resources in order to suggest 
an appropriate area for investment in order to address the 
challenges Ghana faces. The focus on food security allows the 
candidate to base their observations on the resources and 
includes well developed statements about how improving 
food production in the south and transport to the north could 
combat food security internally with the benefits of this approach 
justified. 

With the suggestion of strategies, the focus within the question 
is to ensure that the candidate has suggested a strategy that is 
appropriate to address the challenges that Ghana faces and is not 
focused on the practicalities. There are a number of reasons why 
the building of a railway system may be economically impractical 
however, with the information the candidate has and the 
justification that is provided, this is acceptable as a strategy.

SPAG – High performance. The candidate has included a wide 
range of specialist terms and used the rukles of grammar. 
Even though there are a small number of errors in spelling and 
punctuation the candidate can still achieve 3 marks. 
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Ghana is currently a top LIDC where is has some characteristics of an LIDC and other characteristics that put it 
nearer to an EDC level. I am going to outline these successes and challenges now.

One success that Ghana has had is the healthcare in the country as the life expectancy is high at 66 years old. It 
has been able to keep this high life expectancy whilst also having a low number of doctors at just 0.1 doctors 
per 1000 people. As the access to clean water is 87%, it is likely that this success is due to an envestment in 
clean water reducing the amount of diseases such as colera and not due to an envestment in doctors and 
hospitals. This is a future challenge for the country and if the government now envested in a good healthcare 
system, they would be able to build on the current position and increase life expectancy further.

I think that a great way to increase Ghana’s development further is to envest in education such as the Room to 
Read programme that has been started in Zambia. This programme would envest in teaching young people to 
read at a young age in their villages and towns so they can then learn faster in school and are able to increase 
their level of education. This is a bottom-up strategy where the people who are working in the programmes are 
people from the villages so the programme is managed by people who have a real desire to make the villages 
better. This programme is particularly important for girls because if you educate girls, this can raise the status of 
women in the community and this could mean that they go on to get higher paid jobs. This then means that 
women do not have as many children and so this can also reduce your birth rate which then means that there 
is better economic development for all of the country.

Exemplar 2 (Level 3)

Examiner commentary
This answer is a Level 3. Answers for this question are mainly 
concerned with AO3 marks relating to interpretation, evaluation 
and judgement relating to the resources as well as a smaller 
number of AO2 marks relating to understanding of relevant 
development strategies that could be implemented.

Within the first part of this answer, the candidate uses data from 
figure 2 to explain Ghana’s current level of development. They 
are able to link together information from three of the data sets 
to healthcare and they explain this with developed statements 
relating to water borne diseases and the impact that this has. The 
candidate uses the same data to identify a challenge which has 
been explained using simple statements.

The candidate uses their understanding of development issues 
to suggest implementation of an appropriate scheme with Room 
to Read. They have explained how the programme works and 
that this is a bottom-up aid strategy using developed points. With 
the impact on girls, this candidate has included well-developed 
statements linking the increase in girls education to an increase 
in women’s status and then a reduction in the birth rate. This 
well-developed statement in this section allows the candidate to 
access Level 3 marks.

In order to improve, the candidates needs to further develop 
their first section of the answer linking to other resources in 
the booklet and need to add additional explanation to their 
statements.

SPAG – Intermediate performance. There are a good range of 
specialist terms. Despite the occasional errors in spelling the 
candidate has shown considerable accuracy.
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Currently, Ghana is an LIDC although at the top of the african LIDC group. ghana has a life expectancy of 66 
as seen in Fig 2 which is lower than AC countries such as france and australia who are 82 life expectancy but 
higher than mozambique and sierra leone who have 53 and 57. This means that the doctors and the hospitals 
are mch better in ghana than other places in africa and this means that it must have more money and a better 
government and stable government who invest more in making sure that people and healthy and this means 
that this is a success and ghana is doing very well but it is not doing so well with food security as it is not able 
to feed all of the people in the north so this is a challenge.

I would make ghana invest more money in ecotourism as they have started this is the rainforest and it means 
that rich people come to ghana from other countries and they spend money so ghana will get more rich.

Exemplar 3 (Level 2)

Examiner commentary
This answer is a Level 2. Answers for this question are mainly 
concerned with AO3 marks relating to interpretation, evaluation 
and judgement relating to the resources as well as a smaller 
number of AO2 marks relating to understanding of relevant 
development strategies that could be implemented.

Within the first part of the question, the candidate uses and 
references data from figure 2 within their answer and have 
correctly identified a success of Ghana compared to other African 
countries and AC countries. This has been developed with the 
statement linking life expectancy to the number of hospitals and 
doctors and to a stable government. This is the only developed 
point in the answer but this does allow the candidate to access 
level 2 marks as they also address the challenges in a basic way.

In order to improve, this candidate would need to explain how 
food security is a challenge for Ghana’s development and link 
this to information in the resources in the booklet. They could 
also propose a strategy to allow Ghana to develop further from 
something they have studied within other units of the course 
such as Dynamic Development and Sustaining Ecosystems.

SPAG – Threshold performance. This is due to a lack of specialist 
terms and consistently missing capital letters for country names. 
The first paragraph also contains one long sentence where 
punctuation is needed.
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