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[bookmark: _Hlk507771671]Activity 30 – Brief 4: Online research
Analyse and annotate the screen grabs from the website homepage, identifying media language, representation and codes and conventions.
When you have finished, make a list of which codes and conventions you will use in your own production.
Write down one idea for an anti-stereotypical representation in your own production.
Use the following check list to ensure you use the correct media terms:
Online, social and participatory 
	Layout
	✓

	home page (the start page on a website)
	

	navigation bar (a series of buttons or images with links to other pages of the website)
	

	tabs (markers for additional web pages that have been opened)
	

	house style (repeated elements of layout throughout a website). 
	

	Functionality 
	✓

	roll-overs (an element that changes when a cursor is rolled over it)
	

	pop ups (a smaller window that pops up on screen)
	

	scrolling marquee (a scrolling area of text)
	

	links/hyperlinks (text or image that gives access to another text or image)
	

	embedded video/animations (video or animation in the webpage)
	

	RSS feed (provides subscribers with new content from frequently updated websites)
	

	blog (a regularly updated informational or discussion website)
	

	interactivity (opportunities for audience feedback or user-generated content).
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	Typography 
	✓

	branding (use of particular typefaces to represent the brand)
	

	specialist typefaces (unusual typefaces)
	

	font size/italics/bold. 
	

	Language 
	✓

	formal and informal register (language used to communicate impersonally and objectively; language used to communicate a shared relationship)
	

	direct mode of address (language addressing the person, e.g. by using the word ‘you’). 
	

	Image
	

	graphics 
	

	camerawork and mise-en-scène in photography 
	

	depth of field (e.g. a shallow depth of field gives shallow focus)
	

	digital manipulation (e.g. photoshopping)
	

	cropping (removing parts of an image to improve composition or change meaning). 
	

	Colour
	✓

	house style (repeated use of the same colours throughout a publication)
	

	choice of colour.
	


Other useful terms
connotation: additional meanings and associations which can be interpreted from the detailed analysis of media products.
denotation: a description of what we see or hear in a media product.
stereotype: an over-simplified portrayal of a member of a social group, place, event or issue, which is based on assumptions.
[bookmark: _GoBack]anti-stereotype: a portrayal of a member of a social group, place, event or issue which goes against the generally accepted stereotype.
values: a set of ideas and beliefs held by an individual, a group or the whole of society.
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