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SECTION A

Your task is to answer questions about how a piece of research related to the passage below could be
conducted.

Observations are used by psychologists to describe and record behaviour.
Environmental psychologists are interested in how people move about a space and
how they use the spaces, whereas social psychologists are interested in the social
interactions. When designing a structured observation, you need to decide what
aspect of behaviour you want to record.

You must choose one of the options (a)—(g):
(a) Observation of waiting behaviour at a bus station
(b) Observation of sporting activity in a park
(c) Observation of fan behaviour at a football match
(d) Observation of student activity in the classroom
(e) Observation of eating behaviour in a café
(f) Observation of customer behaviour in a supermarket
(g) Observation of fan behaviour at a music festival

You must design a structured observation so that data can be collected using time sampling. It must be
a practical project that could be conducted.
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SECTION A

Answer all the questions in Section A in relation to your practical project.

State the option from (a)—(g) you have chosen for your practical project .........ccccceeevveiiiiiieeieeeeeeeieee,

1  State the aim of your practical project.

Turn over for the next question
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2 Describe the method you would use to conduct your practical project.

13 marks are awarded for replicability and appropriateness and 6 for the quality of the design and
its feasibility. [13 + 6]
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4

6
Outline one advantage of using observation in your practical project.
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6

7

7
Describe how you could present the data collected in your practical project.

.................................................................................................................................................... [3]
Explain one practical difficulty in relation to your practical project.
.................................................................................................................................................... [3]
Outline how event sampling could be used in your practical project.
.................................................................................................................................................... [3]
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8 (a)
(b)

(c)

(d)

(e)
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SECTION B

Answer either Question 8 or Question 9.

Briefly outline what is meant by determinism in psychology. [4]
Describe two pieces of psychological research that show that behaviour is determined.  [8]

Discuss the strengths and limitations of conducting experimental research in psychology. Use
examples of psychological research from the physiological approach to support your answer.
[12]

Compare the experimental method as used in the physiological approach with the
experimental method as used in the cognitive approach. Use examples of psychological
research to support your answer. [8]

Discuss the ecological validity of psychological research that uses the experimental method.

(8]

If you choose to answer Question 8, write your answers on pages 10 to 15.

OR
9 (a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
(e)

Briefly outline what is meant by the nature side of the nature-nurture debate in psychology.

[4]

Describe two pieces of psychological research that support the nature side of the nature-
nurture debate in psychology. [8]

Discuss the strengths and limitations of conducting experimental research in psychology. Use
examples of psychological research from the cognitive approach to support your answer.
[12]

Compare the experimental method as used in the cognitive approach with the experimental
method as used in the behaviourist perspective. Use examples of psychological research to
support your answer. [8]

Discuss whether it is possible to conduct ethical research when using the experimental
method. [8]

If you choose to answer Question 9, write your answers on pages 16 to 21.
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EITHER

8

(a) Briefly outline what is meant by determinism in psychology.
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(b) Describe two pieces of psychological research that show that behaviour is determined.
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(c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of conducting experimental research in psychology. Use
examples of psychological research from the physiological approach to support your answer.
[12]
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Turn over for the next question
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(d) Compare the experimental method as used in the physiological approach with the
experimental method as used in the cognitive approach. Use examples of psychological
research to support your answer.
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(e) Discuss the ecological validity of psychological research that uses the experimental method.
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OR

9

(a) Briefly outline what is meant by the nature side of the nature-nurture debate in psychology.
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(b) Describe two pieces of psychological research that support the nature side of the nature-
nurture debate in psychology.
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(c) Discuss the strengths and limitations of conducting experimental research in psychology. Use
examples of psychological research from the cognitive approach to support your answer.
[12]
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Question 9(d) begins on page 20
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(d) Compare the experimental method as used in the cognitive approach with the experimental
method as used in the behaviourist perspective. Use examples of psychological research to
support your answer.
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(e) Discuss whether it is possible to conduct ethical research when using the experimental
method.

END OF QUESTION PAPER
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ADDITIONAL ANSWER SPACE

If additional space is required, you should use the following lined page(s). The question number(s)
must be clearly shown in the margin(s).
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