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Teacher Resource 5.1 – The Effects of Punishments and Deterrents and The Role of Rehabilitation
Task 1 – Introductory Activity - Group discussion – how do we deal with criminals? 

Learners come up with suggestions which may include prison, community sentences, restorative justice, offending behaviour programmes, positive role models and even the death penalty. 

As a follow up activity, (depending on the size of the class) groups are given 3 posters for which they add details to on either – 1. Description of the strategies 2. Benefits of the strategies and 3. Costs of the strategies

Task 2 - Restorative Justice – Peter Woolf – The Woolf Within 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A1s6wKeGLQk can be used to demonstrate the effect of RJ. Whilst watching the video students can answer the questions on the handout. 

A recent article and short interview with Paul Kohler, who was a victim of crime and who talks about his experiences of RJ could be used to answer the same questions. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-37239787
Restorative Justice – Peter Woolf – The Woolf Within Handout Questions:

Describe the crime that took place.

What impact did the crime have on the victim?

What does Restorative Justice (RJ) involve?

What costs/benefits are there for the victim and criminal in RJ?

Outline statistics relating to the success of RJ.
Task 3 –You Be the Judge!

Students read the two crime stories (overleaf) and identify what would the most appropriate and least appropriate ways of dealing with these offending behaviours. As the judge, the students must explain the reasons for their sentences. This activity will allow students to apply their knowledge to real life cases. As a follow-up activity students could research news stories about criminal offences about gives verdicts on these. A mock trial could also be conducted.

The following cases have been presented to you in court; you must decide the most appropriate sentence to pass. Give reasons for your verdict, also give reasons for what you consider to be the most inappropriate way of dealing with the offending behaviour:

Case Number 1

A teenager has been brought to trial after attacking a man with a machete, in the town centre. The victim was slashed numerous times with the weapon and had to be treated in hospital. The 17 year old has been charged with carrying a machete and with grievous bodily harm. The teenager, who has never been in trouble with the police before denies the charges, although there are a number of eye witnesses. The accused’s solicitor says the teenager cannot recall the incident and has recently become homeless. 

What is your verdict and why?

Case Number 2 

A 54 year old man, who initially denied committing a burglary has pleaded guilty in your court. The solicitor prosecuting stated that a tablet, jewellery and a small sum of money was taken and the defendant has been recorded on CCTV carrying a rucksack. When police officers searched the defendants home they found 1 item of jewellery that had been taken and the man was arrested. You have been informed that the defendant has 15 previous convictions for burglary and has served a number of years in prison and was on licence at the time of the offence. The defending solicitor has said that his client was just a look out and did not take an active part in the burglary.

What is your verdict and why?
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