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Learner Resource 1.2 – Are crime statistics accurate?
Crime is measured in a number of different ways including self-report and official statistics. However, the accuracy of crime statistics can be questioned due to over or under reporting. Consider the different sources of measuring crime and identify why this data may not be accurate. 
	Source
	Reasons for under-reporting
	Reasons for over-reporting

	Crime Surveys – 
Victims of Crime
	
	

	Crime Surveys – Reporting Crimes You Have Committed.
	
	

	Victims Reporting Violent Offences to The Police
	
	

	Reporting of Drug Related Offences to The Police
	
	

	Victims Reporting of Acquisitive Offences to The Police
	
	

	Victims Reporting Sexual Offences to The Police
	
	

	Reporting Anti-Social Offences to The Police.
	
	

	Police Statistics as a Measure of Crime
	
	

	Court Statistics as a Measure of Crime
	
	

	Prison Statistics as a Measure of Crime
	
	


Extension activity
Based on the information in your table, write a paragraph explaining reasons for the over-reporting of crime and a second paragraph for the reasons for under-reporting crime.

Why else may crime figures be inaccurate? Read the following article and outline some reasons: https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2014/jan/15/police-crime-figures-status-claims-fiddling
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