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Introduction 
Our examiners’ reports are produced to offer constructive feedback on candidates’ performance in the 
examinations. They provide useful guidance for future candidates. The reports will include a general 
commentary on candidates’ performance, identify technical aspects examined in the questions and 
highlight good performance and where performance could be improved. The reports will also explain 
aspects which caused difficulty and why the difficulties arose, whether through a lack of knowledge, poor 
examination technique, or any other identifiable and explainable reason. 

Where overall performance on a question/question part was considered good, with no particular areas to 
highlight, these questions have not been included in the report. A full copy of the question paper can be 
downloaded from OCR. 
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Paper J411/21 series overview 
Candidates’ response to this paper has been generally positive with many candidates showing real 
interest and involvement with their chosen site. It is clear that most candidates have detailed knowledge 
of their site, and its place in history, and many can deploy this knowledge in response to the questions. 

Candidates are encouraged to read the question carefully before planning their answer. Though this is 
‘old advice‘, it applies particularly on this paper as every question has at least two different strands which 
they are expected to link. This summer, one question required a breadth of knowledge while others 
required a specific time focus. Although the vast majority of candidates had obviously interacted well with 
their chosen site and understood much of its history, selection of which information to use for which 
question is vital. 

Many successful answers have shown evidence of planning their responses. This approach is to be 
recommended as it encourages candidates to remain on focus throughout the answer and to cover an 
appropriate range of points. For all the questions, candidates were expected to provide multiple points, 
and the top answers commonly gave at least three fully explained points, followed by a balanced 
conclusion which offered a ‘clinching argument’ in response to the question. 
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Question 1 

This question was the most popular question on the paper. Marks ranged across all levels of the mark 
scheme. Candidates largely understood that they had to link locations and geographical features with 
why the site was built. 

The wording ‘first created’ presented some issue with the clarity of answers. Centres need to effectively 
guide candidates on the valid ‘first creation’ of their site. At times, candidates identified an early use of 
the site before their main focus of study, and this would have restricted their achievement. There was 
also come confusion as to when to stop. Candidates sometimes ignored ‘first created’ and continued to 
describe reasons for subsequent site development.  

The question expected multiple reasons for constructing within the surroundings. The dual strand of 
‘purpose’ and ‘surroundings’ needed to be interlinked to progress through the levels of the mark scheme. 
Some candidates talked about why it was first created in terms of purpose, e.g. for defence or to show 
off wealth, with no reference to the surroundings, thereby scoring a low mark. 

Some discussions of surrounding features were still quite generic (see Exemplar 1). Though valid, this 
would be a lower level answer than one which discussed a specific feature for that location (see 
Exemplar 2). 

One common error though was mistaking man-made features, such as a mere or motte, or current 
geographical features observed on the site visit (motorways/main roads) as legitimate reasons for 
location of the site. While historical context can support answers, some candidates who did not score as 
highly wrote about the nature of the general area of the site, rather than their specific site (see Exemplar 
3). 

Commonly, many candidates were able to access Level 5, by making a clear judgement about the most 
significant factor or surrounding influencing the creation of the site. These were often well argued and 
evaluative. However, there were a considerable number of candidates who used their concluding 
paragraph simply to list the features already explained, which does not satisfy the top level requirements. 

On the whole candidates responded well to this question and showed considerable involvement with 
their chosen site. 
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Exemplar 1 

 

Exemplar 2 

Exemplar 3 
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Question 2 

This question allowed candidates to show off their appreciation of change through time. Candidates 
understood that they needed to talk about turning points or changes, with stronger answers explaining 
the context of these events and weaker answers simply identifying different uses, producing a 
descriptive history of the site. 

The dual strands of ‘people’ and ‘activities’ should have been interlinked for the full range of marks. 
However, lower scoring candidates tended to focus on physical changes to the site and the individuals 
which brought those about, rather than linking their comments to reflection on what those changes might 
tell us about what was important to the people of the time. 

The focus on diversity made this a more challenging question for some, although many candidates were 
able to access the full range of marks by addressing continuity/change within their site.  

Stronger answers were able to consider multiple aspects of one period in the sites history as part of their 
answer, while weaker answers gave a narrative of the site, rather than selection of significant changes. 

For 20th/21st century tourism (a popular ‘activity’) candidates could be more specific about physical 
features that demonstrate this activity (gift shops, restored working machinery, displays). 

The word ‘diverse’ caused confusion for a few candidates, who attempted to answer this  question in 
terms of equality/race/gender. However, while this is not the main definition, candidates were still able to 
give explanations which enabled them to access a wide range of marks, and indeed, in some answers 
this was a very positive approach (see Exemplar 4). 

Candidates rarely dealt with continuity of activity, though this would have been a valid response due to 
the question ‘How diverse?’ This would have been an opportunity for extending the scope of their site – 
particularly valuable for those sites with a shorter time span (see Exemplar 5). 

Overall, this question elicited some thoughtful, reflective answers, which demonstrated a wide 
knowledge of the history of the chosen site. 

  



GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/21 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 

 8 © OCR 2018 

 Exemplar 4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Exemplar 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



GCSE (9-1) History B (Schools History Project) - J411/21 - Summer 2018 Examiners’ report 

 

 9 © OCR 2018 

Question 3 

A key element to success in this question was the identification of which period to focus on for the 
demands of the question. Some candidates did not state a period, and therefore their answers were 
rarely focused. Most candidates were able to identify some values and attitudes and they have produced 
some very creative answers. 

Other candidates selected a very narrow time period (sometimes just a date, or single year). This 
restricted the material they could use and again hampered their answers. Where candidates selected a 
broader period in their site history, they were able to write skilled answers that considered a wide range 
of attitudes and values. Candidates would benefit from guidance by centres on periods from their site’s 
history which enable in depth analysis of daily life. 

Some candidates did not contain their answers to within the time period they had studied and as a result 
marks were lost for ‘lack of focus’. Answers could be repetitive at times for features showing ‘wealth and 
status’, without exploring different types of occupancy during their given period (i.e. owners/employees). 

The double strands of ‘physical remains’ and ‘attitudes and values’ presented some issues, with many 
lower scoring answers describing the remains in great detail and only identifying a relevant value in their 
concluding sentence e.g. following a detailed description of Kenilworth Castle – ‘The tower and gardens 
show that Dudley thought it was very important to impress Elizabeth, because he was in love with her’. 
Stronger answers were able to explain how a value or attitude might be exemplified by a specific 
physical remain and place this within the context of attitudes of the time (Exemplar 6). 

Some candidates found this question harder to conclude with a clinching argument, though there were 
some excellent considerations of the limitations of the site/physical remains, to answer the question ‘How 
far…?’ which allowed candidates to access top levels. For example, a clinching argument on Sawston 
Village College argued convincingly that the attitudes and values of the creators of the college in the 
1930s are only partially reflected in the surviving buildings. 

In general, this question enabled candidates to display the detail of their knowledge, for a period which 
had inspired them from their study. 
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Exemplar 6 

 



Supporting you 
For further details of this qualification please visit the subject webpage.

Review of results

If any of your students’ results are not as expected, you may wish to consider one of our review of results 
services.  For full information about the options available visit the OCR website.  If university places are 
at stake you may wish to consider priority service 2 reviews of marking which have an earlier deadline to 
ensure your reviews are processed in time for university applications.

Active Results offers a unique perspective on results data and greater opportunities to understand 
students’ performance. 

It allows you to:

• Review reports on the performance of individual candidates, cohorts of students and whole   
centres

• Analyse results at question and/or topic level

• Compare your centre with OCR national averages or similar OCR centres.

• Identify areas of the curriculum where students excel or struggle and help pinpoint strengths and 
weaknesses of students and teaching departments.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/active-results/

Attend one of our popular CPD courses to hear exam feedback directly from a senior assessor or drop in 
to an online Q&A session.

https://www.cpdhub.ocr.org.uk 
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