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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-
the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/ for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 (High) 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate clearly identifies two different types of impact, economic and political. Both are well supported with specific details: 
economic damage evidenced by the need to change from silver to tin coinage in Northumbria and the unity of the Anglo-Saxons 
under Alfred following the battle of Eddington. 

As the Examiners’ report makes clear, labels such as ‘economic’ and ‘political’ themselves do not earn more than 1 mark, however, hen 
married with specific details such as demonstrated here, the candidate easily achieves 4 marks. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response starts with a specific impact, the attacks on monsteries but then moves on to a very general point which could be true 
of any raid. More specific points about what was stolen and why these places could be so easily targeted would enhance the marks.
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Exemplar 3 (Low) 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response is very general. The points are quite unspecific and could be true of any attack on England, including Anglo-Scottish 
border raiding. More specific details about the nature of the Viking raids, including attacks on monasteries and seizure of locals for 
slavery would score more highly.
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) 8 marks

Examiner commentary
This response provides a strong explanation of two reasons for the wars with Spain. In the first, the religious nature of the conflict is 
clearly explained in a European context, with a link to Elizabeth’s activities in the Netherlands. In the second, the provocative nature 
of privateering is identified and supported with reference to Drake. Philip’s response is clear. Both paragraphs have a very secure 
grasp of the facts and offer detailed support for points. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This response has good overall awareness of the context of the wars with Spain: the religious divide. It lays this out clearly in the first 
paragraph, indicating that the Protestantism of England provoked the Catholic Philip of Spain who wanted to reconvert England. 
However, this was not well enough explained to achieve full marks in Level 3, as it needed to outline that war was then initiated by 
Philip who launched the armada as an invasion fleet. The second attempt at explanation identifies privateering as an issue, however 
fails to explain that this was an ‘unofficial’ war prompted by Elizabeth’s desire for a share of New World wealth. The third paragraph is 
very vague and needs more substantiation about Spain’s New World conquests. 
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Exemplar 3 (Low) 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response shows a general understanding of the context of the wars: Elizabeth’s need to prove herself, and the religious issue. 
However, neither point is developed sufficiently to achieve higher than Level 1. Some development of the point about religion is 
needed to achieve Level 2: that England was Protestant and Spain was Catholic, would be sufficient, or that as a female monarch 
Elizabeth felt the need to assert herself and her country against a dominant European power. However, as it is, this response only 
scored 2 marks, despite implying better understanding. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
The key to success in this question is to establish a criterion for significance and then explain how the impact identified 
demonstrates that. This response identifies a key significance, the change to the structure of governance brought by the feudal 
system, explains what changed (Norman barons replacing English thegns) and explains why that was significant, in terms of impact 
for the rest of the Middle Ages. The answer was specific and convinced the examiner it was talking about significance rather than 
change by its choice of change, to the structure of governance, and its time period, until the end of the fifteenth century. Had the 
candidate not added the correct and specific time period to justify the sense of significance, this would more likely have been a 
Level 3 answer. That said, the choice of change ‘to the structure of governance’ also lead the examiner to believe that significance 
was being established, rather than change. 

The candidate then goes on to select a second example of significance, the changes to the church and alignment with Rome. These 
are well explained as a change through cathedral building and destruction of Anglo-Saxon places of worship. The candidate goes 
on to very successfully explain the change as significant using the criteria of the involvement in Crusader wars prompted by the 
Pope from the end of the 11th century. The candidate has already achieved full marks by this point, but continues to explain another 
significant impact, tying peasants to the land and reducing the number of freemen. The significance is fully explained by referring to 
the way that this meant that it was not only those at the top of society that were impacted by the Conquest.

This was a highly successful explanation which made it very clear in each paragraph that significance is being addressed, at the 
beginning and end of each paragraph. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response almost crept into Level 3 as an explanation of change on three occasions. However, it was felt that all attempts were 
better placed in Level 2 as they did not go far enough to explain the change. The answer starts by identifying castles as a change 
the Normans brought, and states they were for control and led to fear, but there was no attempt to explain either of these aspects, 
so Level 2 was credited. The candidate then moves on to the feudal system, continuing the argument about control, however the 
answer fails to explain how the system controlled the English, instead describing an aspect of it. It then identifies that the feudal 
system changed the leadership of the country and provided ‘sustainability’ for the English, however, neither the change from the 
Anglo-Saxon hierarchy (the introduction of oaths and knights as land holders) or the increased control of the King over his lords 
through oaths was explained, so Level 2 was credited. Finally, the best attempt at explanation was offered; the introduction of a new 
language and culture (not developed) and reform to the church. This was described and an attempt at explanation offered ‘because 
the society was religious’, but again, it was felt to be too weak. Had the candidate made the point that controlling the church was a 
way of ensuring positive messages about the Normans were sent out, this would have been credited Level 3, 8 marks.  
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Examiner commentary
This response starts by talking about the impact of raiding, which is more likely to be a description of the Viking raids than Norman 
conquest. However, giving the candidate the benefit of the doubt, Level 1 was still credited here as the Normans did have an impact 
on religion. To achieve Level 2 the comments would need to be more focused on specifics, for example cathedral building, or reform 
of the clergy. Opposition is then mentioned very generally, but does not achieve Level 2 as it is not made specific by mentioning the 
Harrying of the North, Hereward the Wake or the need to suppress uprising in the early years of the takeover. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) 2 marks
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) 24 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

15

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
Throughout this answer the candidate has a very strong command of the argument they are putting forward and the historical 
material they advance to support it. The candidate adopts a slightly unusual thematic rather than period-led approach, and 
consistently compares impacts on people and government. It is highly successful and well executed although is not the most 
straightforward way to achieve full marks. 

The introduction focuses clearly on the question and makes clear that the candidate is approaching the question in a highly 
analytical way, connecting the scale of wars to their relative impact on groups. This level of analysis is pursued throughout the 
answer and makes the response especially impressive and secure at the very top of Level 5. 

The first point made is in agreement with the question and adopts this thematic approach straight away, looking at how during 
both the English civil war and Second World War the casualty rates as a proportion of the population were hugely impactful. The 
casualty figure for the Second World War is not focused specifically on the British casualty rate: had this been done the answer 
would have achieved Level 4 at this point. Instead, Level 3 is achieved with reference to the civil war. Level 4 is reached in the next 
paragraph with the explanation of mass recruitment as a valid example of impact of the First World War. Here as in the previous 
point about casualty rate, the candidate skilfully returns to the question to contrast the strength of the impact on people compared 
to the government, although not adding depth to this comparison, this will still enable the response to achieve at the higher rather 
than lower levels of Level 5 later on. 
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The next paragraph still focuses on the people, but indirectly, as the candidate explains how as a result of the Elizabethan wars 
parliament grew in power which would have a massive longer term impact on the people through helping to stimulate the civil war. 
This is very well supported and explained and so achieves Level 5.

Level 5 is then achieved again, at first quite weakly, with an explanation of Tony Blair’s reputation being tarnished as a result of war, 
demonstrated by mass protests against the war in Iraq. This is a weaker explanation as it at first seems to imply that Blair resigned 
over this, which he did not, and also fails to explain what exactly the protests were about. However, the point about resignations is 
made good with a reference to the Crimea War. Here, the impact of the war through the media is well explained, and the resignation 
of the Prime Minster (Aberdeen) is correctly cited as evidence that this war impacted the government far more than the people 
who did not experience the overseas war directly. Again, offering this comparison between the impact of the war on the people 
compared to the government, assures access to high Level 5 marks of 22 to 24 marks. 

The essay ends with a conclusion which of itself is not hugely ‘clinching’. However, the level of analysis and sense of judgement and 
argument throughout the response impressed the examiner that this should still achieve full marks as an outstanding response in a 
GCSE timed examination. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) 14 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response has a strong first paragraph. It starts by focusing on the question, then identifies a war and gives a specific example of 
an impact: V2 rockets resulted in mass civilian casualties during World War Two. It then goes on to explain that impact: evacuation as 
a result of bombing split up families. It then rounds the paragraph off with a link back to the question. This is an exemplary approach, 
using specific examples and explaining clearly. 

The second paragraph about the English civil war was less strong, which explains why the answer achieved the lowest mark in Level 4. 
The candidate has selected an example from an early modern conflict which would enable them to access Level 4 (another modern 
example would result in them being limited to Level 3 still). However, although accurate, the examples given of impact are all rather 
unspecific: the war split families (the examiner has to make the link for themselves with the previous sentence about choosing 
between Parliament and the King); people were forced to fight (why? Ideally the candidate would have talked about each side taking 
over areas of the country and compelling people within the area to join their armed forces). Equally the points about taxes and 
casualties would have been better made with more development. As a result, a low Level 4 was credited rather than anything higher.

The next example of war was not credited at explanation and so did not achieve Level 5. The example of the cost of the Elizabethan 
wars was not explained in terms of its impact on the government or the people, rather, it was described in numeric terms. The 
candidate could have talked about how the need to consult Parliament for higher taxes empowered it with more confidence and 
control over the monarch. Alternatively, explanation of the impact of the wars on people through higher taxes depressing living 
standards, inflation of food prices and impact of  loss of man power away fighting (a force of 385,000 was hugely significant) could 
have also elevated this answer to Level 5. 



Exemplar Candidate Work

20

GCSE (9-1) History A (Explaining the Modern World)

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 3 (Low) 9 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins well by focusing on the question in the first two sentences. This is a sound approach. It moves on to agree with 
the statement by identifying World War Two as having a greater impact on the people. However, it then proceeds with a very general 
Level 1 comment about morale: Level 1 as it could be true of many other wars. The point about the development of a computer is 
interesting, but there is no indication of how this linked to the war or impacted people, and would have been considered for credit 
at Level 2 if mention had been made of the Enigma machine, so it was felt this should be left in Level 1. The response goes on to talk 
generally about mental health issues and promoting the women’s movements, but in fact this is more true of World War One not 
Two, so was not credited at Level 2.

The next paragraph is more specific and so achieves Level 2 for the first time, with its identification of the introduction of a republic, 
although the preamble about why this happened is not relevant so is not credited. The comment that this was something new 
is too weak to be creditable at Level 3 for explanation of impact: the candidate would have been better advised to explain how 
England was ruled during the Commonwealth and why this created instability (as evidence of its impact on the people). However 
the point about families being split between Royalist and Parliamentarian was strong enough for another Level 2. To raise this part 
of the answer to Level 3 more and specific evidence of the impact of the war on civilians was needed, for example the introduction 
of Clubmen to protect villages from harassment or details of battle sites and their destruction of livelihood.  It is important that 
candidates mention details that are definitely specific to this war, and explain them to achieve Level 3. More general comments that 
would be true of any war, even if true of this war are unlikely to convince an examiner to raise a response from Level 2 to Level 3.

The next paragraph focuses on the wars in Ireland, from before the Troubles and including them. However, it took quite a while for 
Level 2 to be credited as the examiner felt that the detail was either quite general or not specifically about the impact of the wars. 
Comments like ‘many innocent people were killed because of their religion’ are quite unspecific, whereas if the candidates had 
said ‘The IRA targeted Protestants and the Government and the UDF targeted Catholics’ this would certainly have been credited 
more highly. Indeed it would not have taken much more to reward comments like this at explanation. Level 2 was credited for the 
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comments about the split in government from the 1920s as this was a specific point, even though it was not pinned to a timeframe 
by the candidate. 

The candidate finally moves on to the most recent examples of wars they have studied, the wars on terror. However, this too doesn’t 
achieve Level 3 explanation. Here, the candidate successfully identifies that the war created divisions within government and Blair 
needing to justify his actions. However, the idea this led to a ‘war’ between the parties is just too general and inaccurate.

Sometimes conclusions in an answer can persuade examiners that earlier identified points just about move into explanation 
because of something added here. However, this was not the case in this answer. That said, this candidate has been taught a correct 
approach to essay writing as they do return to the question and sum up in his conclusion. 

Overall this response is a good example of a candidate who achieves full marks in Level 2. Lots of points are identified, however 
the examiner would have been in no doubt that the candidate did not edge into Level 3, as no point was explained with sufficient 
accurate detail or focus. 
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