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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-
the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/ for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-history-a-explaining-the-modern-world-j410-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer starts off by identifying a valid impact of English expansion on Scotland – that it had a negative effect on the economy – 
so this places the response in Level 3 so far. The candidate then goes on to support this assertion with reference to trade restrictions 
as a result of English policies; for example, England’s involvement in foreign wars cutting off trade with much of Europe. This takes 
the response to Level 4. Another valid example is also offered, i.e. the failure of the Darien Scheme being partly a result of opposition 
from William and England. However, as impact on Ireland has not yet been dealt with, this does not take the response into Level 5 
as of yet. However, the candidate then continues their answer by explaining the impact on Ireland with reference to the Woollen 
Act, which made it illegal to export wool beyond the British Isles, which affected the Irish economy negatively. This means that the 
candidate has now explained impact on both countries and moves up to Level 5. The response received the full 10 marks.
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response begins with a slightly muddled description of events outside of the time frame in the question in the first paragraph 
with regards to the Civil War in the 1640s so it gets to Level 1. The last part of the paragraph is inaccurate so it receives no credit. The 
second paragraph contains some limited description of events linked to the question, such as the Act of Union in 1707, which takes 
it to Level 2. There is nothing specific about impact so it does not reach Level 3 at this point. In the third paragraph, the candidate 
correctly identifies that Scotland benefitted from improved trade as a result of English expansion. This is undeveloped so is awarded 
Level 3 (an example of a type of trade which benefitted would have been one way to take it to Level 4). Finally, the last paragraph 
also correctly identifies that military restrictions were imposed on Scotland. Again, this needs some further development to be 
rewarded with explanation for Level 4. The response was therefore placed in Level 3 and received 6 marks. 

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 1, 1 mark

Examiner commentary
This response contains a very general point only, i.e. that expansion meant that England could ‘control’ Scotland and Ireland. Whilst 
this is accurate, it is not specific enough for a Level 3 identification (which might be something like ‘Irish Catholics lost rights’). 
Neither can the response meet the Level 2 criteria because there is no description of the process of expansion, nor any events linked 
to it. So this response was awarded Level 1, 1 mark. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 20 marks
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Examiner commentary
This is an excellent start to the response with Source A. Taking the first paragraph as a whole, the candidate argues that the source 
cannot be used to support the statement because the resistance against slavery shown in the source comes from the slaves 
themselves who are motivated by revenge and a desire for freedom. There is also some relevant evaluation of the source in relation 
to the question asked, i.e. the candidate reasons that this kind of thing was not an isolated incident, citing the case of the Maroons 
to support this. So by the end of the first section, the response is at Level 4. Source B is then used effectively to show that resistance 
to slavery in this period was based on religious grounds, given the choice of language employed by the newspaper. This source 
is also evaluated effectively, the candidate arguing that it is less convincing because its political motivation is simply couched in 
religious language. This places the response into Level 5 as two sources have now been evaluated in a relevant and developed way. 
The response concludes by examining Source C, claiming that it has no religious motivation to end slavery and is merely critical of 
its effects back home. So, by the end of the answer, the candidate had used the content of all three sources to support/challenge 
the statement, and they have also used valid and relevant evaluation of two of the sources to explain how convincing they are. This 
means that the response was awarded Level 5, 20 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 12 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response begins by using Source B to support the statement. Relevant extracts from the source are offered to demonstrate 
the newspaper’s religious language. This places the response in Level 2 for using the content of one source in a valid way. There is 
some attempt at evaluation at the end of the paragraph but it is only an undeveloped comment on the source’s provenance, so this 
does not advance the response any further at this point. The candidate then continues, this time examining Source A and using it 
to refute the statement by showing that slaves’ resistance was based on a desire for revenge and rebellion against the slave traders. 
This consolidates the response’s position in Level 2 thus far. The final section concerns Source C. The candidates examines how the 
author may have been religiously motivated given his choice of language, but that mostly it is the negative effect of the trade on 
British society which concerns him. So, by the end of the response, the candidate has used the content of all three sources to answer 
the question. There is no evaluation, which would have taken the response up to Level 4, but there is excellent and clear use of all 
sources so it goes to the top of Level 3 – 12 marks. 
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 2, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate begins by correctly identifying that Source B can be used to support the statement that resistance to slavery was 
based on religious grounds. They then select two relevant quotes to support this argument. To move higher up in the Level, the 
candidate needed to explain how these show that the source supports the statement and/or to use another source in a valid way. 
They would need to use the content of all thee in a valid way to move up into Level 3. So the response was placed in Level 2 and 
received 6 marks. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
This candidate begins by identifying competition over jobs as a reason for the race riots (Level 3). However, they then proceed 
to expand on this point by examining the circumstances surrounding each race riot specifically. Their explanation of how the 
1911 ‘Laundry’ riots were partly caused by concerns that Chinese women were taking over laundries in the area, putting local 
washerwomen out of work, takes the response to Level 4. The candidate then goes on to explain how competition over jobs was 
also a factor in the 1919 riots, as white sailors believed that the black migrants who had arrived during the war were more likely to 
be offered work. This takes the response into Level 5 as both riots have now been covered. However, the candidate consolidates 
their position by offering another cause of the 1919 riots, explaining how they were also a result of antagonism for the mixed-race 
relationships between white women and migrants that had sprung up during the war. The response was placed in Level 5 and 
received the full 10 marks. 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 3, 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This response begins with some inaccurate description of groups moving to the area which is not rewarded. However, towards the 
end of the answer there is a valid identification of one reason that there were race riots – the perception that migrants had ‘taken’ 
jobs in the area. So this means that the response is placed at the bottom of Level 3 and receives 5 marks. To move to Level 4, the 
candidate would need to develop this to explain more precisely how this led to rioting in either 1911 or 1919. 
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Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 1, 2 marks

Examiner commentary
This response contains only very general points in relation to the question, i.e. that the race riots were caused by the people of 
Butetown not liking new people moving to the area, and this caused tension. Whilst not necessarily inaccurate, there is nothing to 
root these comments in Butetown in the early 20th century for a Level 3 identification; they could be applied to many towns at many 
periods across history. So the response was placed in Level 1 and received 2 marks. 
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 (High) Level 5, 10 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins with Source D and explains how it’s useful for revealing that poverty and starvation as a result of the Potato 
Famine pushed Irish people out and encouraged them to come to Butetown. There is support from the source so the response is 
Level 4 by the end of their first section. The second part of their answer deals with limitations of the source but this is unnecessary 
and does not take them further up the mark scheme. However, the candidate then successfully uses Source E to show how it reveals 
a second reason for people moving to Butetown, i.e. the ‘pull’ factor of the employment on the docks. This is also supported from the 
sources and this takes the response into Level 5. It received the full 10 marks (again the comments on source limitations were not 
needed). 

Exemplar 2 (Medium) Level 4, 7 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins by examining Source E and makes an inference in relation to the question, i.e. it’s useful for showing us the 
‘pull’ factor of the employment on the docks. This is supported with some detail from the source so the response moves to Level 4 
by the end of their first section. They then attempt to tackle D but fail to make a similar inference, concluding only that the source 
is not useful because it only tells us why the Irish came (they also don’t actually identify what this reason is). To move into Level 5, 
the response would need to develop their comments on Source D so that they explain how it reveals the ‘push’ factors driving Irish 
immigrants to Butetown (famine, starvation and the government exporting its problems). The response was placed in Level 4 and 
received 7 marks.

Exemplar 3 (Low) Level 1, 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
In the first part of the response, the candidate picks out some detail from Source D and they manage to get across that they 
understand that Irish people were suffering from poverty and starvation, but they do not use this in a valid way to address the 
question. This places the response in Level 1. They then move on to Source E but only assert that the source isn’t useful for anything. 
So the response was placed in Level 1 and received 1 mark. To move into Level 2, the candidate would need to use the details they 
had picked out to address the question. 
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