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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-
for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/ for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

A full list of annotations and their meanings can be found 
in the associated mark scheme document.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(d)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 8 marks

Examiner commentary
The question asks the candidate to identify technological developments that can reduce the impact of tectonic hazards and provide 
an assessment of them. The question is not listed as needing a case study, so it is possible to reach Level 3 and be credited 8 marks 
without case studies, although this is one technique that can be used to increase the level of depth within an answer. In exemplar 
1, the candidate identifies one specific strategy that can be used to mitigate the hazard. Despite the word developments in the 
question, it is possible to reach 8 marks if they write about one strategy, assessing it in detail. Answers, like this tended to achieve 
higher marks than those that tried to assess 3 or 4 separate strategies. 

In the first paragraph the candidate can describe and explain the mitigation strategies that they have learnt about. There are specific 
details about the type of technology that is used to help mitigate the hazard and the role that is can play. Geographical terminology 
is used correctly, and the candidate demonstrates thorough knowledge and detailed understanding. In the second half of the 
answer, the candidate then assesses the strategy using advantages and disadvantages to provide a thorough and well-developed 
analysis. Issues such as cost, level of development and length of warning are considered, and, in the case, a conclusion is reached. 
The answer flows well and is logical and coherently structured.
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Exemplar 2  Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
This candidate writes about two different ideas briefly and they both lack the detail that would enable them to reach higher 
levels. The first idea concerns the use of seismometers to predict earthquakes. Candidates need to be aware of the limitations in 
earthquake prediction and make sure that they are precise when writing about this area. In this example, the candidate is clear 
what the seismometer can do but lacks clarity when considering the preparations and precautions that can be made, with no 
consideration of the length of warning that residents of the area might receive. The second half of the answer achieves Level 2 when 
they develop the idea of building design by describing what could be done to help reduce the chances of it falling down, before 
providing some analysis of the benefits of the design. This answer shows the reasonable knowledge and understanding needed for 
a Level 2 response, therefore the candidate was credited 4 marks.

Exemplar 3 Level 1, 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The answer is brief and does not link to the command words in the question fully. The first paragraph is descriptive in nature and 
does not seem to link to any specific technological development, showing an understanding of how the data is collected and the 
technology involved might have been one way to help improve the quality of this answer. There is no analysis or assessment of this 
strategy. The Richter Scale is also not a technological development in itself, with the sentence that followed being descriptive in 
nature. The final idea, concerning earthquake proof buildings is where the marks are credited, with some simple statements showing 
a basic understanding of how the impacts of an earthquake might be mitigated, there is a lack of detail about how an earthquake 
proof building might reduce the impact or intensity of the hazard. This answer was credited Level 1, 2 marks.
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Question 2(b)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
The question asks for a description of the trend that is shown in the graph, however the graph is relatively complex, spanning a long 
time scale and using a y axis that compares the temperature to present. The mark scheme reserves one mark for the use of data and 
one mark for communicating the answer in an appropriate and logical order, leaving two marks to highlight the trends seen in the 
data. 

In this example, the candidate is able to highlight two patterns, the fluctuating nature of the line and the comparison between 
glacial and inter-glacial periods. They use the value of 100,000 years to highlight this pattern which allows the data mark to be 
credited. The overall answer uses a trend data pattern, linking the data to the trend and allowing the communication mark to be 
credited. 

Item removed due to third party copyright restrictions
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Exemplar 2  2 marks

Examiner commentary
The first half of this paragraph is incorrect and is not credited any marks. There was not a steady change and changes could not 
be described as occasional. In the final half of the answer, the candidate describes the graph as having a rise and then a steep 
drop which is worth one mark and uses data as evidence of this periodicity, allowing a second mark to be credited. The data trend 
description means that the communication mark is not credited. 

Exemplar 3  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The candidate is able to identify the fluctuating nature of the trend shown in the graph but all the data that follows is used 
incorrectly as it refers to actual temperatures instead of a comparison to the current temperature. There is also only one data mark 
available so using data to describe the pattern in this way should be avoided and concise use of data encouraged instead. 
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Question 2(d)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 6 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer uses a variety of suggestions from around the global to highlight why the issue might be considered to be global. 
The ideas are thorough and well-developed using named locations to add extra breadth to each point within the answer. It is not 
necessary to use case studies but if they are used then they will be credited within the framework of the mark scheme. This example, 
uses ideas such as the flooding of the Maldives and then further develops the idea by describing the issue that would face the 
displaced people as they become climate change refugees to ensure that the answer is not just a list of global issues. Further ideas 
from Vietnam, Lake Chad and the Arctic Circle further demonstrate the thorough understanding and well-developed ideas needed 
for a Level 3 answer. 
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Exemplar 2  Level 2, 4 marks

Examiner commentary
The answer is at the top of Level 2 and was credited 4 marks. To reach Level 3, the candidate would need to demonstrate greater 
precision so that ideas were well-developed demonstrating thorough understanding and not just reasonable understanding. An 
example of this might be the suggestions of some of the global implications of creatures being unable to catch fish or further 
development of the global issues caused by the inability to buy and sell crops. Practising the development of each idea more fully, 
so that higher levels can be reached is a key skill. 

Exemplar 3  Level 1, 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer was only credited 2 marks (Level 1) as it demonstrates how candidates need to ensure their answer is linked to the 
question. The question asks for climate change to be shown to be a global issue and this answer does not address this point, whilst 
the impacts that are outlined are appropriate and accurate, the lack of any spatial dimension to the answer means that it cannot 
reach Level 2 as there is no reasonable understanding of the global nature of the issue.
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Question 3(e)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 5 marks

Examiner commentary
The question clearly asks for a case study to be stated and the use of place specific detail is needed to ensure that the answer is not 
generic. Place specific data could be the name of a specific landform, the correct rock types for the area in question or the accurate 
naming of human features. It needed to be more than the name of the river. The question asked for the role of the geology to be 
discussed which could usually be linked to erosion rates but that link had to be explicit. It was also not enough to link to erosion but 
then needed to be linked to the correct landform. 

In the example it is clear that the candidate is aware of the location of their chosen river and where different landforms are along its 
course. This satisfies the case study element of the question and allows more than three marks to be credited. There is a clear link 
to the geology referring to harder and softer bands of rock in the upper course and soft clay in the middle course. The geology is 
then linked to specific landforms with different rocks eroding at different rates to form rapids or softer rock being easily eroded to 
form meanders. This answer was credited 5 marks (Level 3); as it shows thorough knowledge and understanding although further 
development of these ideas would be needed to gain all 6 marks. 
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Exemplar 2  Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
There is no place specific detail in this answer, so it is limited to 3 marks. High rise is not close enough to be considered to be correct. 
The candidate is able to discuss the role of geology in the formation of waterfalls, comparing the hard or softness of the rock to its 
erosion rate and having an awareness of the layering needed. This shows a reasonable understanding of the role of the geology in 
the process of waterfall formation so was credited Level 2. 

Exemplar 3  Level 1, 2 marks
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Examiner commentary
The first sentence contains some place specific detail but this does not enhance the rest of the answer and incorrectly uses the term 
attrition, an issue that is important towards the end of the answer. The first sentence is also not linked to any specific landform. The 
candidate then explains the formation of a meander and oxbow lake but does not explicitly link the geology to their formation at 
any point. The only point where there is an implicit link is re-using the word attrition. This is an inaccurate use of the term. This means 
that the answer only demonstrates basic knowledge of landform formation and basic understanding of the role of geology, limiting 
the answer to Level 1.
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Question 4(d)

Exemplar 1  3 marks

Examiner commentary
The question is concerned with nutrient cycling. This answer identifies that the soil contains a low amount of nutrients and two 
routes that the nutrients might take – either being taken up by the roots in the soil or leached out by the rain. The candidate is 
careful to ensure that they are clear that the nutrients are washed away and not that the soil is washed away.

Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The candidate has been rewarded one mark for their point “minerals in the soil are washed away”. The rest of the response does not 
unfortunately receive any further credit as it is not relevant to the question asked. 
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Question 4(e)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 5 marks

Examiner commentary
This question requires place specific detail as it is a case study question. This should be about an area or region of the rainforest as 
a whole country is too large in scale. In many ways, the Amazon is also too large to evaluate as a whole. The candidate then needs 
to describe the sustainable management approach that is being used in the area and provide evaluation of this. In this exemplar, 
a specific part of the Amazon is identified, satisfying the place specific demand in the question. The economic sustainability of the 
area with the use of local people is considered. This shows thorough knowledge of the area and sustainable management strategy. 
There is also evaluation of the management strategy which is thorough although it is explicit in nature, preventing the answer from 
reaching full marks.
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Exemplar 2  Level 2, 3 marks

Examiner commentary
This answer is limited to 3 marks as the case study that is provided is inaccurate. The Clyde River is a whale sanctuary on the coast 
of Canada rather than a tropical rainforest. The lack of a valid case study limits the level of knowledge and evaluation that can 
be shown. The rest of the answer can be considered with a detailed description of what is happening, using buffer zones, and 
ecotourism to provide economic sustainability for the area. There is also some evaluation of the effectiveness of the scheme in the 
last final sentences so overall the response provides reasonable knowledge and evaluation. 

Exemplar 3  Level 1, 1 mark
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Examiner commentary
The candidate provides two answers but only the first can be considered as the question clearly states one way. In this example, the 
two paragraphs are on completely different topics so only the first can be considered. This means that restrictions on deforestation is 
assessed. This paragraph is descriptive in nature and lacks development. It contains no place specific detail, leading to a very generic 
paragraph which could relate to any rainforest in the world. These simple ideas and basic knowledge allow for one mark to be 
credited (Level 1).
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Question 5(a)

Exemplar 1  4 marks

Examiner commentary
The answer shows that the candidate has a clear understanding of what the table shows and is able to communicate the answer 
clearly. The candidate is able to identify which side of the groyne has the greatest drop and use data from the table to back up 
this statement. They calculate the mean values for the north side, south side and difference which allows the second mark to be 
credited. They could have stated values from the same groyne rather than calculating but an answer will not lose marks for going 
further. The final mark interprets the data correctly, although identifying a second pattern could also have seen the third mark 
credited. The pattern, data, explanation sequence is an acceptable method of communication that is accurate and logical so the final 
communication mark can be credited.
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Exemplar 2  1 mark

Examiner commentary
The lack of precision in the answer makes it unclear if the candidate has understood the data fully and been able to identify the 
pattern in the data. The phrase in the first sentence is not well expressed but seems to suggest that the drop on the south side of the 
groyne is greater than on the north side. This gains one mark. The rest of the answer is not given any credit as it seems to suggest 
longshore drift is moving northward, which is incorrect. No communication mark was credited. 
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Question 5(b)

Exemplar 1  2 marks

Examiner commentary
The candidate successfully identifies the areas of the beach that have larger and smaller sediment sizes and use data from the 
diagram to highlight this difference. The use of data allows the second mark to be credited as it would not be credited for two 
sentences that are opposites. 

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary
The use of the word up means that this answer scores zero marks. Up the beach means away from the sea, not towards the north. It 
is important that candidates use correct geographical terminology.



Exemplar Candidate Work

22

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2018

Question 5(d)

Exemplar 1  Level 3, 8 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate identifies a number of different techniques and outlines some of the issues that are associated with each. Issues 
such as the weight of the biscuit or the river current affecting the flow of the river formed part of a well thought out and developed 
evaluation. The candidate also increased the quality of the evaluation by commenting on the potential impact of the technique on 
their results. Ideas like an increasing saturated dog biscuit weighing more and taking longer to float 10metres making the velocity 
appear slower than it was and providing a thorough and well-developed level of evaluation. The candidate was credited the full 8 
marks (Level 3). 

To write a successful answer required candidates to outline an element of their physical geography fieldwork and evaluate the 
successfulness of the technique they had used. Answers that tried to evaluate too many elements of their fieldwork often did not 
add enough detail to reach the highest levels and be credited the higher marks. Candidates also tended to think that being able to 
prove a hypothesis was enough of an evaluation. 

Exemplar 2 Level 2, 5 marks
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Examiner commentary
This answer is at the top of Level 2. It is clearly set out with a number of physical fieldwork techniques outlined and their success 
or otherwise evaluated. Each technique needed to be evaluated in more detail to reach Level 3. Two problems associated with 
measuring the rate of longshore drift are identified. This section shows reasonable judgement of the technique but there is no 
detail as to why the measurement might be inaccurate or what the human error might be. There is also no information on what 
the impact of these problems might be. The evaluation of the groyne measurements was more detailed, with the concept of 
reproducibility considered due to only collecting data on one day. This increases the level of development showing reasonable 
amounts of evaluation and judgement. 

Exemplar 3 Level 2, 3 marks
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Examiner commentary
This example describes what the candidate did on their fieldwork, describing the techniques that were used. It is unclear if some, 
such as the EQI, are human or physical with candidates receiving the benefit of the doubt if it was unclear. The evaluation of the EQI 
is brief and there is no statement on the impact on the results. The assessment of the pebbles is more developed and provides a 
small amount of reasonable evaluation, carrying the answer into Level 2. The final method describes what happened but makes no 
valid attempt to evaluate the success of the technique or the effect of any issues on the results that were collected.
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