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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-
for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/ for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/gcse/gcse-geography-b-geography-for-enquiring-minds-j384-from-2016/
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1(a)(i) and 1(a)(ii)

Exemplar 1 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 1 shows a candidate who got both of these answers correct and has also added some additional information. To support 
candidates in accessing the marks for questions such as 1ai and 1aii ensure they understand the human and physical features for 
example on a satellite image. These questions were clearly challenging for a number of candidates. A list of maps to be studied 
appears on page 17 of the specification. 
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Question 1(a)(iv)

Exemplar 1 3 marks

Examiner commentary 
This question was well answered where candidates were able to fully explain the location of Copacabana beach using compass 
directions and named locations from the resource. Exemplar 1 shows the candidate using compass directions correctly and using 
named places on the map, Ipanema and the Parque Nacional de Tijuca, in order to achieve the full 3 marks available. 

Exemplar 2 was typical of a candidate gaining 1 mark out of 3 where the locational understanding was evident however the 
geographical terminology was lacking with terms such as ‘on the outside’ and ‘next to’ being used. This is a key element of ‘describe’ 
questions and it is helpful to get students to think about a general location point and then use specific directions and named places 
for the additional marks. In this case, ‘by the ocean’ was allowed for 1 mark.

Exemplar 2 1 mark
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Question 1(c)(ii)

Exemplar 1 2 marks

Exemplar 2 0 marks

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 1, correctly identifies rock armour as the most appropriate and then goes on to explain this for a development mark. In this 
case, the point ‘more resistant to erosion’ gained the credit for this candidate however this could also have gained credit for ‘wouldn’t 
need to be replaced as frequently’ as an alternative development point.

Examiner commentary 
The answer in exemplar 2 demonstrates a lack of thorough understanding of the process of hydraulic action stating that it ‘does not 
really wear beaches down’. Many candidates seemed to suggest that rock armour would be more susceptible to erosion by hydraulic 
action than the sand added by beach nourishment. This lack of understanding of geomorphic processes meant that this answer did 
not gain any credit.
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Question 1(d)

Exemplar 1 Level 4, 12 marks 
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Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 1 shows a candidate that was credited full marks for this answer. This candidate clearly explains each of the challenges 
they have identified, gives a well-developed statement about the causes and impacts of the challenge and then provides a well-
developed link to the coastal landscape. In this example, the first paragraph is a good example of how this candidate has continued 
explaining one challenge until they have met the Level 4 criteria. The candidate has identified water pollution as a challenge 
(Level 1) they have explained the cause of this challenge linking to the squatter settlements (Level 2). They have then gone on to 
further explain this, linking to the lack of sewage infrastructure making this a well-developed statement relating to the cause of the 
challenge (Level 3). This candidate then goes on to link this to the coastal landscape in a developed way explaining how the waste 
drains to the coast (Level 2) and then goes on to further explain this impact referring to eutrophication and the killing of aquatic 
life (Level 3). Because both elements of the question (the challenge and the impact on the coastal landscape) have been well-
developed, this can then be given credit as a Level 4 answer and at the top of Level 4 due to a similar pattern of answer for the next 
challenge relating to tourism.
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Examiner commentary 
In order for a response to be credited a Level 3, the candidate was required to further develop their answer either by further 
explaining the cause of the challenge or impact of the challenge or by further developing the synoptic link to the coastal landscape.

Exemplar 2 is a candidate that has been credited Level 3. They have identified several challenges within the city - inequality, growing 
population, and tourism. With inequality, the candidate had developed the cause of the challenge and linked this to developing 
slums and has then also linked this to the coastal environment through the sewage at Marapendi Lagoon in a developed statement. 
This candidate goes on to develop other challenges either by developing the impact of the challenge (growing population) or the 
impact on the coastal landscape (tourism) however they have not clearly linked their well-developed statements explaining the 
challenges to the coastal landscape.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 9 marks
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Examiner commentary 
In order for a response to be credited a Level 2, the candidate was required to develop their answer simply in one of two ways. 
They either had to simply develop an impact or cause of the challenge demonstrating greater understanding of the urban futures 
element of the question or a simple development of how the challenge impacted the coastal environment, demonstrating the 
ability to think synoptically.

Exemplar 3 is a candidate that has been credited Level 2. They have identified correctly that the city has grown as a challenge and 
has linked this is a simple way to the coastal landscape by explaining that more people could lead to more trampling. This candidate 
is able to reach the top of Level 2 as they are able to also simply explain a second challenge – crime – and they explain simply that 
the coastal landscape is then seen as unsafe and, therefore, less profitable. This is not well explained and does not go into detail on 
exactly how the coastal landscape is profitable but is acceptable for a simple explanation at this level.

Exemplar 3 Level 2, 6 marks
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Examiner commentary 
Question 1d has a synoptic element which required candidates to identify challenges within the city of Rio de Janeiro and then 
explain how these affected the coastal landscape. Many candidates struggled to combine their understanding from both Urban 
Futures (topic 5) and Distinctive Landscapes (topic 3) within this question. It would be a good exercise to practise some synoptic 
questions throughout the course taking two different topics and making a link between them through the question. 

Exemplar 4 is a candidate that has been credited a Level 1. They have not fully understood the synoptic links within the question but 
they have been able to correctly identify that water pollution is a challenge for the city that also impacts the coastal landscape. There 
is quoting from the resource but this is not in context and, therefore, is not able to gain further credit.

Exemplar 4 Level 1, 1 mark



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2019

Exemplar 1 2 and 1 marks 

Question 2(a)(i) and 2(a)(ii)
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Examiner commentary 
Although many candidates were able to get marks on question 2ai for plotting the points on the line graph, less candidates 
were able to access the mark for the prediction of the future trend of the population which is a skill mentioned in 9.3.11 in the 
geographical skills table on page 18 of the specification. This trend could have been extrapolated from the graph (as shown in the 
answer in this exemplar) or could have been extrapolated from the data table. 

Candidates who got this incorrect seemed to make one of three mistakes. Firstly, they did not plot their 2015 point on the graph 
as accurately as they could. The point needed to be just below the y axis line for 12 million and it had to be above half way up the 
grid square below. This gave some tolerance for pen width and accuracy for plotting the graph however if a candidate did not get 
the point very close to 11.9 for 2015, their trend line would have been out of tolerance for the answer for part 2aii with acceptable 
answers between 13.7 and 14.1 million. 

The second mistake made was that many candidate followed the trend to the end of the graph (2045) rather than 2040 as stated in 
the question which then meant that they answer was higher than the allowed tolerance for this answer.

The third mistake, although it was not essential, is that very few candidates seemed to extrapolate the trend from the data rather 
than the graph. The current rate of growth in the table is shown as 0.4 million over the previous 5 years. By following this trend and 
multiplying 0.4 by 5 growth increments, the predicted population growth would be 13.9 million. This is relatively simple maths but 
would be useful to explain as an alternative method for candidates to use in questions similar to this one.
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Exemplar 1 4 marks

Exemplar 2 3 marks

Question 2(b)

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 1 is an answer that gained full marks. This candidate can clearly explain the characteristics of a world city and is able to give 
a wide variety of answers that are accepted in the mark scheme. The focus in the answer is on global trade and global companies 
which was a key factor in awarding marks. With generic answers such a ‘more trade’ or ‘lots of companies’ credit was not given.

Examiner commentary 
For those candidates that were able to understand the term ‘world city’ they were often not able to make enough points for the 
marks available. In this exemplar, the candidate is able to gain credit in the first sentence for points relating to financial centres 
and impacts on the global economy. They then gain another mark for their explanation of cultural significance though this is then 
repeated again twice in the rest of the answer so therefore it did not gain any more credit.
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Exemplar 3 1 mark

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 3 shows a typical answer for a candidate who could gain 1 mark. The understanding of world cities and megacities was 
confused and the candidate mentions a city of over 10 million people. This question is also not linked to a resource however many 
candidates linked this to resources relating to tourism which was also not able to gain any credit. This candidate was able to gain 1 
mark for their link to diverse culture and language.
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Exemplar 1 Level 3, 6 marks 

Question 2(c)

Examiner commentary 
In exemplar 1, the candidate is able to further develop points in order to demonstrate well-developed statements showing a higher 
level of understanding for the Level 3 mark. This link to the higher average income attracting people to the city for work so they 
can send money back to the countryside demonstrates a good understanding of the pull factors to the cities. Likewise, the further 
development of the low unemployment rate linking to better living conditions demonstrates further understanding enabling this 
candidate to gain full marks.
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Exemplar 2  Level 2, 4 marks 

Examiner commentary 
This exemplar gained a Level 2 as there is use of the data to exemplify the points relating to the reasons for urban growth and this 
is also then explained in a simple way by linking the higher number of doctors to more medical services available. The decreased 
unemployment rate to more people moving to Rio for work as there is more work in cities. These developed points demonstrated a 
greater understanding of the reasons for rapid urban growth.
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Exemplar 3 Level 1, 2 marks 

Examiner commentary 
Question 2c differentiated well in terms of the marks. Lower scoring candidates tended to state the trends in the data but either only 
referred to Rio in their answer rather than linking this to the rest of Brazil or candidates tended to give broad statements without any 
development of their answer. This is the case for exemplar 3 where they correctly identify why there is rapid urban growth – higher 
monthly income rate, higher literacy rate and accessibility to clean water – but the points are not extended to include comparative 
figures or an explanation as to why this could lead to rapid urban growth.
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Exemplar 1  0 marks 

Examiner commentary 
Many candidates who did not gain credit for this question made a mistake similar to that in exemplar 1, where the candidate 
measured the distance between points A and B accurately however they were then not able to convert the measurement from 
metres to kilometres. This answer was seen on many occasions. It would be useful for candidates to check on short answer questions 
such as these that they make sense. Would it be sensible for two parts of the city to be 1300km apart? This is a relatively simple 
mathematical and cartographic skill, however many candidates measured the distance correctly on the map but not been able to 
interpret the scale.

Question 3(a)(i)
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Exemplar 1 2 marks 

Question 3(a)(ii)

Exemplar 2 2 marks 

Exemplar 3 2 marks 

Examiner commentary 
Many candidates were able to correctly identify a range of challenges within Santa Marta favela from the resources and were able to 
add a clear explanation. These examples show the range of challenges that were identified and well explained from the resources. 
The key areas where a few candidates could have improved was explaining how some of the challenges would affect the people 
living in the favela.
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Exemplar 1 Level 2, 4 marks 

Question 3(b)

Examiner commentary 
This answer reaches Level 2 on three occasions however never has enough detail to be able to move this up to a Level 3 with a well-
developed statement. This is a good example of how a candidate who is able to use the resources well and has good geographical 
understanding may still not be able to reach full marks without clearly explaining their answers. This candidate identifies that the 
relief of the land is different with the poorer residents stuck on the high ground. They then go on to explain that housing is difficult 
and that these are vulnerable to landslides, then continuing to explain a lack of access to transport infrastructure. Each of these 
points were developed enough to reach Level 2 but they each needed to assess clearly the link between the challenge and the 
inequality for Level 3 marks. 
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Exemplar 2 Level 2, 3 marks 

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 2 only gains credit for the first paragraph as the second paragraph, and the unequal access to restaurants is not clearly 
linked to a recognised challenge. This answer does, however, gain Level 2 marks as the cause of the contemporary challenge of 
crime has been explained within the paragraph relating to the proximity of the slums and the more prosperous town. This could 
have been furthered developed by explaining a consequence of this challenge – perhaps that this would lead to business owners 
being wary of employing residents from the slum areas and therefore the opportunity to get a job in these businesses and earn 
more money would be reduced.
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Exemplar 3 Level 1, 1 mark 

Examiner commentary 
Exemplar 3 is typical of many of the answers that were seen for this question. Answers often included a description of the inequality 
within the area which was not able to gain credit unless it was linked clearly to a contemporary challenge. In this answer, only the 
mention of sewage and pollution is credited for a low Level 1 answer as this is the only element linking the inequality to a challenge.
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Exemplar 1 Level 4, 12 marks + 3 marks SPaG

Question 4



Exemplar Candidate Work

25

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2019



Exemplar Candidate Work

26

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary 
This answer gained full marks as there are well-developed statements that relate to how prioritising the coastal management would 
retain the beaches and this goes on to explain very clearly the impact that this would have on the businesses in this area. The 
candidate then gives a well-developed examination of both options by outlining the potential impacts of improving the squatter 
settlements. This is followed by a well-developed explanation of how improving the squatter settlements can bring long term 
sustainability to the city of Rio de Janeiro with each point being followed by a connective and subsequent further explanation. One 
example would be the extended explanation of improving education leading to more jobs leading to a higher disposable income 
and therefore more tax from trade allowed for clear and detailed understanding to be demonstrated. The final paragraph goes on 
to further explain how tackling the challenges within the favelas would be sustainable relating to sustainability and a reduction on 
disease. 

This candidate was able to give a very clear and detailed explanation without writing extensively which enabled the candidates 
understanding to be communicated in a clear and concise way.
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Examiner commentary 
This candidate is able to develop their answer further in order to gain a Level 3 mark. They are able to do this by extending their 
development of the challenges relating to sewage by explaining how stopping this pollution could lead to an increase of tourism 
and therefore a greater income. There is also a development of the long term sustainability relating to the ability to spend more 
money and create a spiral of growth that could be created from the improvement of the favelas however this is not as well-
developed and, therefore, this answer has been credited a mark at the bottom of Level 3.

Exemplar 2 Level 3, 7 marks + 2 marks SPaG



Exemplar Candidate Work

28

GCSE (9-1) Geography B (Geography for Enquiring Minds)

© OCR 2019

Examiner commentary 
This exemplar covers less content than exemplar 4 however the answer given shows more depth of understanding. Although there 
is no development of the challenges that are found in the city or reference to the long term sustainability, there is a development 
of both options within the question where the candidate explains why they have prioritised the coastline as money is needed to 
develop and it is the tourists that bring in the money rather than the favelas and, although some money will need to be spent to 
defend the coast, this was more profitable. This developed examination of the options allows this answer to reach the bottom on 
Level 2.

Exemplar 3 Level 2, 4 marks + 2 marks SPaG
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Examiner commentary 
This candidate has addressed all of three elements required by the question – challenges, sustainability and the examination of both 
options – however these have all been completed in a simple way with no developed statements. This can be seen with the long 
term sustainability point on the final page where there is an understanding that longer term, increasing tourism could bring in more 
money for the economy but there is no explanation of how or why this is likely to happen and, therefore, is not developed.

Exemplar 4 Level 1, 3 marks + 2 marks SPaG
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