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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 14 marks   AO2 Level 6, 21 marks
Total 35 marks
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Examiner commentary
The candidate confidently explains what the issue is and offers intuitionism as a possible solution. The explanation of intuitionism 
uses technical terms and offers examples. The sentence on ‘testing empirically’ is odd but is perhaps a slip of the pen. Emotivism is 
used to offer an alternative approach to good if good is not factual. There is good understanding of Foot and Mackie with the latter 
being used well to advance the argument. 

The AO1 mark is sufficient for Level 6: it is fully focused on the question and presents a range of material. There is confident use of 
technical terms. Perhaps not quite the depth or complexity/nuance for full marks.

The AO2 mark is just into Level 6. There is very good discussion of intuition vs emotion and Mackie’s error theory in response to Foot. 
These arguments are considered (although a little more critical analysis or evaluation would have increased the mark) and lead to a 
logical conclusion.

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 11 marks   AO2 Level 4, 15 marks
Total 26 marks



Exemplar Candidate Work

10

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

11

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018



Exemplar Candidate Work

12

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Examiner commentary
This essay covers a lot of ground but not always in depth. There is a brief account of Foot’s naturalism and Mackie’s relativism is used 
to counter this. The argument is put but not analysed or considered. The is-ought problem is understood although the example 
is ambiguous. The point on justification is not followed up. There is understanding of A J Ayer but the criticisms given and the 
confusion about logical positivism may suggest that the candidate is not totally clear. The candidate has good understanding of G E 
Moore but again the assessment is brief.

The AO1 mark is sufficient for Level 5 due to the breadth of material covered. At times there is a slight feeling that the candidate is 
going through their meta-ethics notes rather than specifically focusing on the question.

The AO2 mark is weaker but is sufficient for Level 4. Arguments are put for and against positions – some development and 
justification - but there is not the depth of analysis that could support a higher level mark.
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 5, 12 marks   AO2 Level 5, 18 marks
Total 30 marks
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Examiner commentary
There is a brief description of euthanasia followed by an account of double effect and the primary precepts. There is some 
understanding of the idea of slippery slope although the conclusion that this counts against Natural Law seems a little confused. 
There is some valid contrast between Natural Law and situation ethics which by and large the candidate makes relevant and brings 
back to Natural Law. The conclusion sums up the argument presented.

The AO1 mark is in Level 5. The candidate selects relevant material and has sufficient detail to move beyond Level 4 particularly on 
ideas such as double effect and the relevant primary precepts.



Exemplar Candidate Work

16

A Level Religious Studies

© OCR 2018

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 3, 7 marks  AO2 Level 3, 12 marks
Total 19 marks

The AO2 mark is also in Level 5. The argument for the most part is clear and at times has very good analysis and evaluation in 
weighing up the merits of Natural Law as opposed to a theory like situation ethics. Other points are stated and not fully developed 
or are confused so only lower Level 5.

Examiner commentary continued
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Examiner commentary
The candidate begins with a popular criticism that Natural Law is outdated due to its religious nature; there is some confusion in the 
statement of this point and the candidate does not develop this or show relevance to the issue. The point on clarity of Natural Law 
is itself clear but not developed. The candidate then moves on to situation ethics and the depth presented here leads to the feeling 
that the candidate may have preferred a question on situation ethics. The assessment in favour of situation ethics gives implied 
criticisms of Natural Law but we are having to do a lot of work on behalf of the candidate.

The AO1 mark is in Level 3. Much on the answer is on situation ethics and not linked to the question. Nevertheless there is some 
knowledge of Natural Law including 2 of the relevant primary precepts. There is some accurate and relevant knowledge.

The AO2 mark is also in Level 3. The analysis is partial and implicit. Views that are asserted are often not justified. A criticism of 
situation ethics is not in itself a point in favour of Natural Law. 



Th
e 

sm
al

l p
ri

nt

We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.
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acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
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resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
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programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 
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