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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 16 marks   AO2 Level 6, 22 marks
Total 38 marks
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Examiner commentary
The opening paragraph works very well as an introduction.  The argument is set up clearly and acknowledges the need to look at 
Daly and at sexism within Christianity. Unsurprisingly, Ruether was the most common contrasting view explored this year as it is 
certainly always possible to do well simply from the material on the specification, learnt well and engaged with in detail.

The first main paragraph considers Daly’s argument that if God is male then the male is God and evaluates the validity of the 
claim.  This is presented skilfully because the candidate does not try to bite off too much of the apple to chew but spends time 
on one point, analysing it in detail.  By the end of the paragraph, one feels that the candidate has fully engaged with the issue of 
motherhood and has fairly reached a conclusion which is then related directly to the question set.

The next paragraph looks at the Unholy Trinity, which is well understood and not explained in over-zealous detail as in other essays 
seen this year.  The candidate convincingly captures the scholarship around this issue.

At AO1, the depth of the material selected contrasts with other excellent essays that show breadth, but this is excellent in a different 
way.  The application of the material on motherhood (technically from a slightly different part of the specification, which does not 
matter, of course) is well-judged.  There is no reason not to award all the marks in Level 6.

At AO2, the style and approach of the candidate immediately sets the examiner’s mind in Level 6.  The essay is authoritative, 
scholarly and holistic.  However, the candidate misses opportunities in place really to develop the points put forward and the 
conclusion is rather abrupt, so the mark sits at the bottom of the level.  

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 11 marks   AO2 Level 4, 16 marks
Total 27 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction serves as a summary of Daly’s thought, rather than a summary of the argument in the essay.  However, the second 
paragraph starts with an argument, which is promising.  There is knowledge of the Unholy Trinity and this is not over-done with the 
candidate understanding that its point is to talk about female oppression (though perhaps missing an opportunity to explore the 
characteristics of the male).  The discussion within this paragraph is characterised by short sentences which develop the argument 
but move on rather quickly and it perhaps covers too much ground, leaving analysis in its wake in places.

In the next main paragraph, the idea of God needing to be castrated is explored.  Some examples might have developed the 
point further and the offered analysis is simplistic in places.  However, the discussion shows a good writing framework behind the 
structure.  

There is an underdeveloped paragraph before the conclusion, which provides a useful slant but is, again, underdeveloped.  The 
conclusion is a statement, rather than the conclusion of an argument.  

At AO1, the essay shows good knowledge and understanding.  There is well-deployed material, used appropriately and the level of 
accuracy is good.  There is reasonable breadth (bullet point 3, Level 4).  In this particular session, the essay was judged to fulfil all of 
the requirements of Level 4 and it edged into Level 5 for its breadth.

At AO2, the analysis shows success for the most part (‘generally’ – bullet point 2 of Level 4) and the development and justification is 
certainly closer to ‘some’ (Level 4), rather than ‘coherently’ (Level 5).  The essay sits securely in Level 4 for this AO, in this case gaining 
all 16 marks.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 16 marks   AO2 Level 6, 24 marks
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
The essay beings with a clear statement of the issue with secularism, followed by an equally-clear statement of the candidate’s line 
of argument.

The first key point is an exploration of Dawkins.  The candidate understands that the AO1 marks can be picked up through saying 
‘just enough’ rather than over-developing points and this is illustrated well in the section introducing Dawkins.  The next paragraph 
then gives a clear rejection of Dawkins, while acknowledging that Dawkins has challenged Christianity. 

The candidate goes on to explore the idea of Taylor’s view that our society has not just discovered that God exists, which is a lovely 
point, and which is explored and developed through the idea of Ward criticising Freud.  The candidate demonstrates control of the 
material through their choice not to explore Freud in too much detail, in contrast to some lower ability essays seen this year, which 
gave very long accounts of different aspects of Freud’s thought.

The next paragraph provides good balance in the way that it makes the point that Christianity does well to be slightly threatened by 
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secularism in that secularism moderate send possibility of extremism.

As the essay moves towards the conclusion it shows that it is possible to gain very high marks indeed using simply the material 
that has come from textbooks.  By the end of the essay the candidate has not explored every possible aspect of the topic that has 
answered question clearly and coherently for the whole essay following their line of argument.

At AO1, it fulfils the bullet points quite clearly.  The skill shown in the selection of material is a valid interpretation of the idea 
of a nuanced approach as in the third bullet point at AO1. At AO2, the candidate’s argument is clearly a coherent evaluation of 
arguments for and against secularism throughout the essay and so, the candidate has clearly achieved all the marks in Level 6.

Examiner commentary continued

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 13 marks   AO2 Level 5, 20 marks
Total 33 marks
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Examiner commentary
The introduction explores the idea of secularism accurately, although perhaps without the focus on the question that one might 
expect because of the lack of exploration of the idea of ‘threat’.

The first main paragraph does, however, engage directly with the question.  The point of the paragraph is stated in, that it explores 
the possibility that secularism requires the removal of Christian institutions, which is certainly one possible interpretation of 
secularism.  There is clear statement of which aspects of English establishment have direct links to Christianity, showing accurate 
AO1 and development in the realisation that removal of the bishops would mean that Christian views would not be taken into 
consideration in the House of Lords.  The point is further explored, perhaps slightly tangentially, in the exploration of schools being 
damaging to young children, with support from this view from Dawkins, though this is not developed.  This point is developed to 
explore the nature of ‘fundamentalist schools’ and the reason for raising this issue is explained in the clarification that some Christians 
might feel it necessary to reach as many people as possible and so removing Christianity from institutions might therefore impact 
negatively on Christianity.  There is a return to the question at the end of the paragraph.  Thus, the paragraph contains two points 
about Christianity being threatened by secularism, although these are juxtaposed and perhaps not fully evaluated themselves.

The essay moves on to another main paragraph, which explores the question from a different perspective.  It acknowledges that 
there are different views or definitions of secularism and suggests that the religion would remain ‘relatively fine’.  The examples of 
America and France are cited and the essay then explores the idea of choice.  

The next paragraph looks at the two scholars named on the specification and explores the views of Dawkins and Freud in developed 
detail.  It states these views accurately and explores how they contribute to a response to the question.

The essay then concludes by stating that Christianity is not threatened by secularism because it withstands well the challenges 
posed.

At AO1, the essay gains 13 marks.  It focuses precisely on the question and presents a very good selection of material.  The material 
has decent breadth and depth although it does not explore the topic in the multi-layered approach that would move it into the 
top level.  It wouldn’t be necessary for there to be any other scholars mentioned because the relevant parts of the specification can 
always bring a candidate to full marks but it might be useful to see more engagement with the thinking of Freud and Dawkins.

At AO2, the essay certainly ‘ticks the boxes’ for Level 4.  It is rather AO1-heavy: the candidate is able to select appropriate information 
very well (AO1) and develops this information into analysis on several occasions through the essay.  There is the start of a line of 
argument that is visible through the essay, which is ‘mostly successful’ (Level 5, first bullet point). 
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We’d like to know your view on the resources we produce.  By 
clicking on the ‘Like’ or ‘Dislike’ button you can help us to ensure 
that our resources work for you.  When the email template pops 
up please add additional comments if you wish and then just click 
‘Send’.  Thank you.

Whether you already offer OCR qualifications, are new to OCR, or 
are considering switching from your current provider/awarding 
organisation, you can request more information by completing the 
Expression of Interest form which can be found here:  
www.ocr.org.uk/expression-of-interest

OCR Resources: the small print
OCR’s resources are provided to support the delivery of OCR 
qualifications, but in no way constitute an endorsed teaching 
method that is required by OCR. Whilst every effort is made 
to ensure the accuracy of the content, OCR cannot be held 
responsible for any errors or omissions within these resources.  
We update our resources on a regular basis, so please check the 
OCR website to ensure you have the most up to date version.

This resource may be freely copied and distributed, as long as  
the OCR logo and this small print remain intact and OCR is 
acknowledged as the originator of this work. 

Our documents are updated over time. Whilst every effort is made 
to check all documents, there may be contradictions between 
published support and the specification, therefore please use the 
information on the latest specification at all times. Where changes 
are made to specifications these will be indicated within the 
document, there will be a new version number indicated, and a 
summary of the changes. If you do notice a discrepancy between 
the specification and a resource please contact us at:  
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk.

OCR acknowledges the use of the following content: 
Square down and Square up: alexwhite/Shutterstock.com

Please get in touch if you want to discuss the accessibility of 
resources we offer to support delivery of our qualifications: 
resources.feedback@ocr.org.uk

OCR is part of Cambridge Assessment, a department of the University of 
Cambridge. For staff training purposes and as part of our quality assurance 
programme your call may be recorded or monitored. 

© OCR 2018 Oxford Cambridge and RSA Examinations is a Company 
Limited by Guarantee. Registered in England. Registered office  
The Triangle Building, Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge, CB2 8EA.  
Registered company number 3484466. OCR is an exempt charity.
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