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Introduction
These exemplar answers have been chosen from the 
summer 2018 examination series.

OCR is open to a wide variety of approaches and all 
answers are considered on their merits. These exemplars, 
therefore, should not be seen as the only way to answer 
questions but do illustrate how the mark scheme has 
been applied.

Please always refer to the specification http://www.ocr.
org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-
gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf for full details of the 
assessment for this qualification. These exemplar answers 
should also be read in conjunction with the sample 
assessment materials and the June 2018 Examiners’ report 
or Report to Centres available from Interchange https://
interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index

The question paper, mark scheme and any resource 
booklet(s) will be available on the OCR website from 
summer 2019. Until then, they are available on OCR 
Interchange (school exams officers will have a login for 
this and are able to set up teachers with specific logins – 
see the following link for further information http://www.
ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/
managing-user-accounts/).

It is important to note that approaches to question 
setting and marking will remain consistent. At the same 
time OCR reviews all its qualifications annually and may 
make small adjustments to improve the performance of 
its assessments. We will let you know of any substantive 
changes.

http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
http://www.ocr.org.uk/Images/242913-specification-accredited-a-level-gce-religious-studies-h573.pdf
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
https://interchange.ocr.org.uk/Home.mvc/Index
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
http://www.ocr.org.uk/administration/support-and-tools/interchange/managing-user-accounts/
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Question 1

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 15 marks  AO2 Level 6, 22 marks  
Total 37 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has achieved almost full marks - 15/16 for AO1 and 22/24 for AO2. The response is an excellent demonstration of 
knowledge and understanding in examination conditions; the candidate focuses on the question throughout and uses a selection 
of relevant material with accurate and precise use of technical vocabulary. The candidate has engaged at a high level with the 
specification content; the answer presents a good overview of the wider views of Rachel Adler in relation to Rethinking Women 
including the nature of traditional Jewish marriage, agunah, the notion of acquisition and Brit Ahuvim as a partnership which rethinks 
and reinterprets the traditional view of marriage. This answer is not representative of the top answers seen for this question; there 
were some outstanding answers which went way beyond the expectations for A Level and showed outstanding knowledge, analysis 
and evaluation. This answer presented here demonstrates Level 6 knowledge and argument in examination conditions and is a 
good exemplar of a ‘standard’ Level 6 response.  

The essay is clearly structured and remains focused on the question throughout; the candidate constantly refers to the question 
trigger words – inclusive and desire/necessity – in order to demonstrate high level and relevant AO2 analysis.  The opening paragraph 
presents a general overview or ‘synopsis’ of i) key ideas within Adler’s argument and, ii) the AO2 ‘direction of travel’; this structure 
enables the candidate to engage with the question from the start and avoid superfluous and ‘off topic’ answer material. The 
candidate argues from the beginning of their answer that for women to have empowerment in the modern age, and for Judaism 
to be ‘inclusive’, then Brit Ahuvim is not just a desire but a necessity; the candidate remains focused on this conclusion throughout 
the essay but shows differing approaches to this stance. The opening paragraph establishes the candidates understanding of the 
question and sets the foundation for a discursive piece of writing. The answer throughout shows a focused writing style, an ability 
to make synoptic connections between knowledge and discursive interpretation, and the use of some key material to provide 
balanced argument.

The candidate presents good knowledge on the specification content of marriage. The answer could have been further improved 
in terms of AO1 and AO2 by a more focused description of, and analysis of the key terms such as agunah and/or some engagement 
with the idea that Adler’s approach is in tune with modern concerns such as same-sex relationships and civil partnerships. 
The candidate presents in the second half of the essay a discussion on Talmud and marriage in Biblical Scripture – throughout 
these sections, the candidate is able to cite sources of wisdom and authority to support their argument and show an excellent 
understanding of knowledge. The answer as a whole is one that provides breadth of response and synoptic analysis.

Where there is scope for improvement, it is in relation to AO2. There is sufficient clear and successful argument and analysis within 
examination conditions to achieve the bottom of Level 6. The AO2 could have been further improved through engagement with 
“extensive range of scholarly views” required to achieve full marks within Level 6. This candidate has been able to skilfully construct 
a fluid argument which shows detailed and sophisticated understanding of the specification content. This is a new component 
of study for this specification and it is clear that this candidate has been able to engage at a high level with the specification and 
the primary suggested readings. Although the answer at times lacks some depth of analysis and sophistication in phrasing, the 
candidate has demonstrated in examination conditions an accurate and highly detailed knowledge and nuanced approach to the 
material used.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 2, 4 marks  AO2 Level 2, 7 marks  
Total 11 marks
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Examiner commentary
The response has achieved a ‘basic’ Level of Response for AO1 (4 marks) and AO2 (7 marks). The candidate response is very short and 
views are asserted with limited/no analysis and evaluation; the answer has a structure and style more suitable to GCSE. There is some 
reference to the specification content and the answer does show some learning, however as this learning is asserted rather than 
developed, the answer can only demonstrate basic knowledge, understanding and evaluation. 

The opening paragraph shows a very basic understanding of Adler; there is no use of key terminology or context setting. The second 
paragraph offers an explanation of marriage however, there is limited engagement with the key specification content and key 
terminology. The candidate clearly has some basic knowledge however, views are asserted rather than developed and analysed. 

The third paragraph shows again that the candidate has some awareness of, and understanding of, opposing views to Adler but 
this information is asserted and not developed; just mentioning the names of scholars or thinkers does not equate to engagement 
with scholarship which is required for the higher Levels of Response. The candidate continues to discuss Plaskow; while this 
is not specifically required for this answer, this knowledge presented has enabled the candidate to move to Level 2, as the 
information presented has been relevant to the question, even if only in a basic way. The answer as a whole is not developed and 
lacks sophistication due to a lack of critical engagement; the discussion is limited and based on general knowledge rather than 
engagement with sources, scholarship and text. 
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Question 2

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 15 marks  AO2 Level 5, 20 marks  
Total 35 marks
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Examiner commentary
This question was popular and produced answers across the Levels of Response. There were some ‘excellent’ and ‘very good’ 
responses for AO1 and AO2, which engaged critically with the question, textual exegesis and scholarship. There were some answers 
that received nearly full marks however, some answers were only able to show weak or basic demonstration of knowledge and 
understanding as they lacked detailed awareness of the specification content. 

This response achieves Level 6 for AO1 (15 marks) and Level 5 for AO2 (20 marks). The answer as a whole demonstrates relevant, 
correct and carefully selected knowledge that is skilfully used. While the answer is slightly shorter than some high level answers 
seen, and there is no reference to some of the indictive content outlined in the mark scheme (i.e. signs of the covenant, comparison 
to Ancient Near-eastern treaties), the response remains focused throughout on the set question and demonstrates an excellent 
knowledge and very good analysis of the question in examination conditions. 

The question required knowledge of the set texts (Genesis 12:1–3, 7; 15:1–21; 17:1–21 and Exodus 19:1–20:20) alongside a balanced, 
critical and careful consideration of covenants as either promises on the part of G-d or two-way agreements. The opening paragraph 
allows the candidate to engage straight away with the question and presents an overview of their argument; the answer could 
have been developed further by specific reference to where these covenants are found within the Tenakh and/or a historical-critical 
contextualisation.  

The candidate outlines the Abrahamic covenant and throughout their discussion of key features of the covenant links knowledge 
to analysis i.e. through discussion of conditional and unconditional actions. Rather than ‘story-telling’ the candidate has ‘honed in’ 
on key events in the narrative of Abraham and used these to formulate an argument as to whether these events show a promise 
or a two-way agreement. The candidate next discusses, albeit briefly, the Mosaic covenant; again, the answer is short but is focused 
on analysis of learning in light of the set question rather than presenting surplus story-telling. The conclusion to the essay shows 
clear and focused engagement with the set question and some high level thinking is hinted at through the description of G-d as 
ontologically different; if the conclusion had been developed further, rather than stated, this could have helped push the answer 
to a higher Level of Response. The answer also lacked an extensive range of scholarly views, academic approaches and sources of 
wisdom and authority to move the answer to Level 6 for AO2.
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Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 4, 9 marks  AO2 Level 5, 17 marks 
Total 26 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieved a mid Level 4 for AO1 (9 marks) and the bottom of Level 5 for AO2 (17 marks); this answer therefore 
represents a good example of the way in which an average candidate dealt with this question. The answer presented is very similar 
to Q2 above in terms of its structure however; the answer has achieved a lower Level of Response for both AO1 and AO2. Although 
this candidate presents more ‘information’ in the answer and the answer is longer than the example above, the information is 
presented in a less sophisticated way, and knowledge and argument is less detailed in terms of answering the set question.  

The first five paragraphs of the answer demonstrate AO1 knowledge, the final paragraphs, which focus on ‘chosenness, Law and 
conclusion’, enable the candidate to move to a higher AO2 Level of Response. The analysis presented in the final section of the essay 
is accurate but it is not grounded enough in the specification sets texts of Abraham and Moses to enable the candidate to move 
to a higher AO1; the information presented in these paragraphs is done for analysis and evaluation. The answer as a whole is able 
to show reasonable breadth, and mostly accurate knowledge, however, the answer needed further evidence of knowledge and 
understanding of the set texts to move to a higher AO1 Level of Response. 

In the opening paragraph the candidate offers a brief introduction, the use of ‘however, in my opinion’ adds a less sophisticated 
tone to the argument and feels more GCSE rather than A Level. Paragraphs two and three demonstrate clearly that the candidate 
has some knowledge of the set texts and is able to communicate this well to answer the question; however, this is done in a less 
sophisticated manner to Exemplar 1 above. The answer lacks detail and explicit reference to the set text and/or scholarship to move 
beyond Level 4. As above the final paragraphs allow the candidate to engage in a more detailed AO2 analysis and this enables the 
answer to just move into Level 5 “clear argument which is mostly successful”. 
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Question 3

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 14 marks  AO2 Level 6, 22 marks  
Total 36 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieves Level 6 for AO1 (14 marks) and Level 6 for AO2 (22 marks). The answer as a whole demonstrates relevant, 
correct and carefully selected knowledge that is skilfully used. This answer is the final question which the candidate has attempted 
and compared to the rest of their script this answer is not as sophisticated or well written; however, the response remains focused 
throughout on the set question and demonstrates an excellent knowledge and analysis of the question in examination conditions. 

Firstly, the candidate is able to offer detailed knowledge and understanding of the process of conversion as outlined in the Shulkhan 
Arukh and shows clear engagement with the specification content. The candidate then engages in some high level analysis on 
issues of complexity and is able to bring in a range of points to support their argument. The points about conversion steps and 
processes distracting from the real point of conversion ‘the relationship with G-d’ is well handled and shows “confident and insightful 
critical analysis and detailed evaluation of the issue”. The remainder of the answer shows a weaving together of knowledge and 
analysis on issues such as marriage, matrilineal descent and differing views on conversion within the Jewish faith; this is undertaken 
in a way that shows synopticity between the AO1 and AO2 Levels of Response. 

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 5, 13 marks  AO2 Level 4, 15 marks  
Total 28 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieved a Level 5 for AO1 (13 marks) and Level 4 for AO2 (15 marks); this answer represents a good example of the 
way in which an average candidate dealt with this question. The candidate starts with a very basic introduction, which does not 
really add anything to the answer. This could have been improved by being more focused on the trigger word of the question - 
‘complex’ - in order to engage more explicitly with the AO2 Levels of Response. 

In the second paragraph, the candidate explores Orthodox views and shows some awareness of the specification content including 
the set sources of wisdom and authority, the Shulkhan Arukh. The candidate continues in the next paragraph to outline the ‘on 
the other hand view’ of Reform Judaism; again the answer is starting to show a good understanding of the specification content 
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however, the rather simplistic argument approach limits the quality of analysis. The answer continues with a discussion of the 
mikveh; the answer presents accurate knowledge and understanding and there is some attempt to link this to the set question. The 
candidate next mentions the process of conversion for a proselyte and again, presents accurate knowledge and understanding 
however, again the information lacks depth of analysis and critical engagement. The conclusion offered is sound and demonstrates a 
generally successful and clear argument. 

The answer demonstrates Level 5 ‘ very good’ knowledge and understanding, albeit at the bottom end of the level; the answer 
shows accurate, and detailed knowledge which demonstrates very good understanding and accurate and appropriate use of 
technical terms and subject vocabulary. The answer is not as strong in terms of its analysis and the candidate does not deconstruct 
or engage at a high level with the focus of the question, the complexity of conversion. The candidate does not explore the personal 
motivations and reasons behind conversion such as marriage or faith nor do they evaluate what ‘complex’ can actually mean; 
complex in what way, and for whom?  This answer therefore shows a clear structure and the candidate has worked through the 
specification content in a logical manner, demonstrating good subject knowledge and understanding. However, the answer lacks 
critical engagement with the question focus and this has limited the Level of Response achieved for AO2.
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Question 4

Exemplar 1 AO1 Level 6, 16 marks  AO2 Level 6, 24 marks  
Total 40 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieved full marks – Level 6 for AO1 and AO2. The answer is an excellent demonstration of knowledge, 
understanding and evaluation in examination conditions; the answer is well structured, shows relevant, correct and carefully 
selected knowledge, which is used skilfully to evaluate the set question

Question 4 was the most popular question and in the main, was answered very well. Most answer - as this response - were detailed, 
focused and showed clear engagement with the specification content being able to cite the arguments of Rubenstein, Fackenheim, 
Berkovitz and Maybaum in order to support AO1 knowledge and AO2 analysis. This answer shows a skilful manipulation of learning 
to construct a very high level and detailed response to the question. This answer draws upon wider theological and philosophical 
learning; discussions of how the Holocaust can be seen as an example of the evidential problem of evil and the logical problem of 
evil, and as such how this historical event may challenge, and ‘refute’, the G-d of classical theism is skilful presented. This synoptic 
argument is not necessary for the top of Level 6, but the candidate has been able to use their wider Religious Studies learning to 
engage at a very high level with the question and post-Holocaust theology. 

This response starts with clear AO2 engagement at a high level; the answer outlines the logical and evidential problem of evil and 
how this links to the Holocaust, post-Holocaust theology and understanding of G-d of classical theism. The candidate links the 
question focus – refutation - with Rubenstein and the concept of ‘holy nothingness’ as outlined in the specification. The opening 
paragraph of the essay is very high level, focused and presents a ‘conclusion’ to the question before the candidate then expounds 
this in the remainder of the essay. 

The candidate is able to present the arguments of other post-Holocaust scholars they have studied; however, they use their 
learning to develop a sophisticated AO2 analysis and evaluation rather than listing viewpoints one after the other. The approach 
the candidate takes is mature and insightful, and demonstrates excellent knowledge. This answer engages at a high level with the 
specification content, it goes above a basic description of Rubenstein and discusses doubt of G-d and G-d as the Ultimate Nothing, 
and how Rubenstein presents a demythologising of the Jewish traditions by rejecting the traditional image of G-d of the Hebrew 
Bible.

Exemplar 2 AO1 Level 3, 5 marks  AO2 Level 2, 8 marks  
Total 13 marks
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Examiner commentary
This response achieved the bottom of Level 3 for AO1 (5 marks) and the top of Level 2 for AO2 (8 marks). The answer content 
demonstrates that the candidate has engaged with, and learnt some of the specification content, however, the lower Levels of 
Response credited are a result of the candidate not focusing specifically on the set question. This response “generally addresses 
the question” with a “mostly sound selection of mostly relevant material” rather than the detailed and skilful use of selected material 
necessary for the higher levels. 

The first page and a half of this answer is background information about the Holocaust; although correct this is not credit worthy. 
The candidate only starts to engage with the question halfway down the second page “The famous quote in response to the Holocaust 
was were was G-d”; however, the candidate does not unpack the trigger word of the question ‘refutation’. Throughout the answer 
the candidate does not deconstruct the question focus of ‘refutation’ (which is specification wording) or be able to link this term 
explicitly to Rubenstein; as such the AO2 Level of Response achieved can only be ‘basic’ as there is “little successful analysis and 
evaluation”.

The candidate presents an overview of each of the main post-Holocaust theologians as outlined in the specification; again, the 
candidate demonstrates enough learning to be tipped into Level 3 for AO1 however, this knowledge is not linked explicitly to the 
question focus and as such, the AO2 Level of Response is not aided by this discussion. This answer is representative of the lower 
marked answers to this question which often spent too long giving a historical overview to the Holocaust which is  superfluous for 
this set question and/or which did not appear to be able to discuss with confidence the notion of ‘refutation’. 
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